
        GARGUNNOCK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Minutes 

 
Date:   9th February 2026 
Time:   19.00 hrs 
Location:  Gargunnock Community Centre 
 
GCC:   Mike Buckley (MB), Tom Jamieson (TJ), Martin Harrick (MH), Julie Cole (JC), 

Maitland Clark (MC).  
Councillors:   Paul Henke (Councillor)   
Minute Taker:  Jenny Campbell 

 
Four residents were in attendance. 

   
1. Apologies: Tom McEwan (TM), Christine Phillips (CP), Dave Millar - LoA 

2. Guest Speaker – David Penman   See separate PDF attachment and point 7’s notes 

3. Declarations of Interest (MB)  None. 

4. Adoption of previous minutes  Accepted as accurate. 
(Proposed by Tom Jamieson. Seconded by Martin Harrick). 

5. Matters arising from previous meeting 
 

a) Station Road, A811 Junction upgrade (JC) 

Response from The Roads (Network) Management Team, Stirling Council:  
“Discussions are continuing with the landowner’s agent regarding the procurement of the land 
required to facilitate the construction of the increased visibility splay.  BT apparatus also requires 
to be moved to enable this project to go ahead.  Whilst we have received indicative costs from BT 
for this work, we are currently awaiting accurate costs from BT to allow us to instruct this 
work.  Officers continue to press BT for this information.  It is intended that this project will be 
delivered next financial year. 

  

Response from Senior Bridges Project Engineer, Stirling Council:  
“We’ve undertaken several recent inspections of this wall over the last 12 months. There has been 
some historical movement in it (no recent movement) as it appears to have moved around 50-
100mm where one section near the road has moved out likely caused by heavy vehicles parked on 
the verge at some point. 

To repair this by moving the wall back to its original position or to replace the wall would be quite 
onerous in nature and not required at this stage. 

Its current state appears relatively stable, there are longitudinal cracks in the road surface above 
the wall, these appear to have been there for some time (at least 5 years) and don’t seem to be 
getting any worse. 

We would defer to the roads team to comment on the TM arrangements and a surface repair but 
would suggest the road surface locally repaired where the cracking has occurred. 

We will monitor the wall and road for any deterioration at six monthly inspection intervals over the 
next five years, beyond this time if no further degradation or movement occurs, we will return to 
the standard inspection regime every two years.” 
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Members of GCC reiterated the concern to Councillor Paul Henke, of the lights remaining on the 
road and the flooding on the surface of the road.  Many village residents are hesitant, now using 
alternative routes for access to the village and to exit onto the A811. Accidents have occurred as a 
result of the ongoing works.  
 
Gargunnock Community Council members have previously looked over the designs for the works  
and emphasised that with Stirling Council now in correspondence with landowners, a satisfactory 
result will hopefully be forthcoming.  

Action: JC to send Paul Henke the email chain of correspondence.  

 

b) Planning (TJ & JC) 

Drummarnock Wind Farm (North Third/Fintry): 
A further round of consultation popped up in December, triggered by ‘extra information’ being 
provided. It is 10km from Gargunnock, the blade tips are not visible to us, we are outside the zone 
of noise. There will be no disturbance from construction traffic.  
▪ GCC agreed that there’s nothing majorly troubling, or be of interest benefit-wise.  

  
Earlsburn Windfarm Extension: 
Planning consent was granted at the end of December. JC and TM are to meet with Keith Geddes 
to explore benefit delivery options. However, he has already been clear that since the scheme has 
been ‘significantly downsized’, the community benefit will be correspondingly smaller.  
 
Regarding Earlsburn, the GCC discussed: 
▪ Historic Scotland intervened and we are close to age old stoneage burials plus the visibility 

restriction from Stirling Castle. The largest windmill will now be no higher than 150 metre.  
▪ Earlsburn have an obligation to ensure light flickering will not be visible to village residents. 
▪ Keith Geddes is meeting with them to begin the discussions of a community benefit fund.  
 
Bogle Glen Wood: 
Felling approval has been granted to deal with windblow and thinning of the wood adjacent to the 
back road to Kippen, near Crawtree Farm. It will be restructured and replanted to form native 
woodland, after which it will go on the market.  
▪ Residents at the GCC meeting actively encouraged more native woodland, highlighting that the 

replanting element is a long term positive benefit to the village.  
   

Glasgow Airport Airspace Change Consultation: 
An online portal shows both the existing and proposed take off routes and concluded that we 
would not be affected by the proposed changes. Other than responding to the consultation, no 
action required. Keep an eye on this in case there are further changes. 
 
Action: TM* & JC to report back to GCC after meeting with Keith Geddes regarding Earlsburn.  
Action:  TM to monitor the Glasgow Airport Airspace consultation.  
Action: MB to put the details of the Bogle Glen Wood felling approval on Facebook in the interests 
of transparency and engagement. 
 
 
*Edit as per correction noted by TJ at meeting 30 March 2026. TM not TJ as per original draft. 
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c) Village Fountain & Tidy Up – (MC) 

A photograph of the tree in 1910 has been found which was a large tree brought down in a 1968 
storm. In 1973 the (now defunct) ‘Village Interest Association’ autorised  the planting of six trees 
which included the one at the fountain, meaning the current tree is around 50 years old.  
Because it is a Conservation Area, Fionn has mentioned that Stirling Council’s tree officer must 
give consent for removal however GCC agreed there would be no removal of the tree.  
 
MC has spoken with the retired Gargunnock House gardener, who thinks the hedge is around 
about the same age as the tree.  
 
Possibility of removing hedge, only at this stage, is a discussion point and not an action.  
 
MC in discussion with Stirling Council regarding the current state of the fountain and it may be 
necessary to revisit the possibility of repairing the bowl as it is deteriorating. A stone sample was 
taken when cleaning was done last year and is currently in the safe keeping of MB.  
 
It was highlighted that the Gargunnock Community Trust may be an option for funding and Paul 
Henke mentioned the CSET grant funding.  
Action: Mr Clark to email Paul Henke to find out information regarding the CSET grant funding 
available (Clackmannan and Stirling Environmental Trust)  
 

d) Christmas Lights (MH) 

A thank you was brought to the attention of attendees, to John More for the use of the cherry 
picker to install and dismantle the lights.  
 
As the tree that is decorated each year, is located in the same hedged area as the fountain, it was 
suggested of possible making more of a feature of the fountain at Christmas. The fountain and the 
tree, are both equally as hidden by one another and by the hedge.  
If the GCC and residents saw fit in the future, an option to overcome this could be planting a tree 
elsewhere that the village could decorate each year that would make the spectacle visually better.  
 
The current tree base requires to be repaired / strengthened. MH noted that there is still scope for 
one additional light unit. 
 
Action: MH to bring to the next meeting, some options for the location of the future chosen 
decorated Christmas tree, ideas for lighting.  

 
TJ proposed discarding and disposing of some of the lower decorations and refreshing them. In 
particular, candycanes, the deer and the snowman are showing signs of age.  
Action: To take the replacement of the tree base and the lower decorations forward to a later 2026 
meeting’s agenda – as an action for later in year.  
 

e) Buses 

McGill’s have the contract for certain routes. The residents are concerned if further cuts were to 
be made by the Council.  
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f) Local Place Plan (JC) 

The LPP has been submitted and other than some minor amendment requests for Stirling Council 
is accepted. These are in hand. MB is arranging a meeting with GCT (Nathan) and GCBS (Christine) 
to discuss how we progress the Prioritised Projects. Although invited, WFP felt they didn’t need to 
be involved.  
 
Action: GCC will reach out to other key organisations to begin to monitor the projects.  
(Church, School, Football Club, Flower Committee, Bite & Blether, all subgroups of the trust (i.e. 
Pond, etc).  
 

g) Website & Communications (MB / TJ) 

There had been a problem with updating the GCC pages on the website which is now resolved. 
However, the general agreement was that the GCC and the Trust members are content and a 
project sign-off meeting is taking place with the developers this week.  
 
Guaranteed support for amendments to the website is in place for 12 months, from the project 
developer.  
 
Following on from previous meeting’s action point, MB created separate Drive within the 
GoogleDrive for GCBS (the Shop Committee) as well as removing those individuals who no longer 
require access - however it doesn’t provide more space which is desperately required.  
 
Gmail email account dates back to 2018 and MB notes that deleting messages to free up space is 
extraordinarily time consuming. The simple and pragmatic solution is to buy more storage.  
(MH Proposed the purchase of extra storage for £15 a year to purchase extra gigabyte storage.  
Seconded by JC). 
 
                    h)   Shop update (JC) 

The Committee are seeking a new accountant, currently revising quotations from accountancy 
firms. JC highlighted that the previous accountant did not complete tasks to a satisfactory level. 
I.e. not changing date period on documentation to coincide with AGM date and VAT not processed 
correctly with HMRC. Investigations are underway to find out if the Shop Committee can retrieve 
the VAT back.  
 
All other shop matters discussed briefly, were positive.  
 
                     i)   Resillence Plan  
MB highlighted that resilience planning is embedded within the Local Place Plan and GCC agreed 
to keep the door open to future discussions on the matter, (between GCC and the trust.) 
 
Analysing the risks that residents may face should be initially undertaken with a simplistic plan of 
what the risks are, being mindful in not ‘reinventing the wheel’. Both Stirling Council and 
surrounding villages and have been through Risk & Resilience planning at a more extensive level.  
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6. Finance reports (TJ)  See Appendix 2 

 
The current balance on the account is £2687.31  

▪ Pub Quiz ‘4Ball’ donation was a major help for the lighting. 
▪ Funding from the Stirling Pride and Heritage Lottery Fund was noted. 

 

MH asked the details of the installation cost from the electrician, suggesting that in future a 
breakdown of the electrician’s hours involved be requested. Fully appreciating that it was a two-
man job, with a few hours involved.  

TJ raised the point, feeling it necessary in Councillor Paul Henke’s attendance to do so - That in 
2025, the bill for connecting the lights was paid instantly. However, a debt collection firm became 
involved and correspondence was continually received from them. Stirling Council haven’t 
apologised and after some chasing, are now sending an invoice for the 2025 lights.  
 
Action: A future discussion to ask Ross (Electrician) for a quote before the winter of 2026.  
 

7. External reports and speakers  
a) David Penman (Invasive Species; Himalayan Balsam in Gargunnock)  See Appendix 2 
b) Police Scotland Community Council Police Report             See Appendix 3   
c) Jean O’ Connor (Kirk, Foodbank)                              See Appendix 4 

 
Invasive Species; Himalayan Balsam in Gargunnock 
Although problematic, it is currently fairly isolated to the current affected gardens. If left 
untreated, it could be spread to various areas of the village. It is possible to remove and eradicate 
it. Plants can be pulled out cut below the lowest node with a strimmer at the correct time of the 
year. If pulling out – the plants must be left hanging to dry out.  
 
Gargunnock Estate Trust owns the land. Residents have been in touch with Galbraith who 
eventually cut the Himalayan Balsam with a strimmer - around the edge of the field. As landowner 
it is their legal duty to mitigate and manage the breakout of the species. While GCC has no 
enforcement capability,  Stephen Bly / SC has confirmed that if GCC felt inclined, we can contact 
the landowner on the basis that we have been requested to do so by residents.  
 

a) If Japanese Knotweed is present in the same area, this requires a programme of actions. 
Resident Jean O’Connor had a lady from the Scottish Government highlighting a type of 
fungus that is detrimental to Rhodedenrum. 
 
GCC suggested communication to the local residents about the Himalayan Balsam invasive 
species. 
Action: A ‘This is what to look out for’ guide be produced (with photographs) for circulation  
Action:  David and Co to put communication into the Bugle   
Action:  GCC to highlight to the Stirling Council that it is a problem in the village.  
Action:  GCC to contact estate trustees highlighting the issue on behalf of residents 
Action: To discuss SEPA flood planning (etc) at the next CC meeting. 
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Kirk , Foodbank 
A need for food is clear, as one million meals were supplied to the Stirling Council area. The LPP 
survey mentioned the lack of a foodbank in the village and although Start-Up Stirling cannot assist 
with a Gargunnock Foodbank solely in the village, they are interested in coming to speak to the 
residents of Gargunnock.  
 
Start-Up Stirling gain donations by both food and monetary. Gargunnock Parish Church have plans 
to place a donations box for food in their premises. The question was raised as to whether the 
shop could donate both perishable and non-perishable foods. While GCC does not have a welfare 
remit as such, it was noted that we are keen to support a community activity such as this, 
especially in conjunction with the Church. 
 
Action: Jean to speak with the shop Gargunnock Shop involvement.  
Action: Advert to be placed into the Bugle & Facebook. (The Trust have agreed to pay for the 4 
editions in the Bugle). The advert could include the future Start-Up guest speaker talk evening, in 
the Church. GCC will support with Facebook and Noticeboard. 
 
8. Vacancies on CC  

MB highlighted that two positions were available on Gargunnock Commuity Council; Vice 
Chairperson and also an ordinary member. 
 

9. Any Other Business  
 
a) Old Bridge (Main Street), ‘humped backed’ bridge   Edmond Mansion 

 
Edmond highlighted his concern that he feels the Council may be ill-prepared if there were to 
be an issue with the bridge as it is carrying more traffic on it than what it is designed for.  
(I.e. an electric car breaking down on the bridge, as they cannot be towed.) 
 
Vehicle access across the footpath in an emergency incident, is blocked from a lamppost.  
Stirling Council state it was last inspected in 2019 and that the bridge’s parapet/vehicle 
damage is minor, with no defects of substances. The response from the Council was not 
helpful and if the GCC could investigate what should be done in the case of an incident.  
 
Stirling Council are to inspect it again in 2026.  
 
b) Success of the New Year gathering  
 
Report on the New Year activities is in the Bugle if anyone wishes to read about it. MC noted 
that the fireworks has been much enjoyed. 
 
c) Benches down by the fountain  
 
Both benches are damaged beyond repair and SC have been asked to remove them. Stirling 
Council will remove free of charge as it appears there is no family connection to the village 
now. Discussion was had whether two benches were required. It is inviting for visitors to the 
village and GCC were in agreeance that options were to be looked at. Fionn / SC has  
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highlighted that the area could benefit from being more accessible to welcome disabled 
people, which would involve raising the ground level such that it can be accessed from the 
pavement. 
A “licence to occupy” is required to install bench(es) on the land.  
 
MH highlighted that the GCC may not be the right group of people to decide and proposed the 
idea of engaging the wider community in the design of what the fuller fountain area should 
look like. Elevate it for options to come forward, from the village residents.  
Action:  MC to include the bench replacement options in to his communications.  
Action:  Ask the Trust their thoughts. 
 
d)    Parish Council’s Consultation  
Correspondence received showcasing the powers available to parish council’s.   
MB suggests that we move this to the March meeting, and will circulate the relevant emails.  
 
e)    Bugle Deadline - Sunday 15th February.  
 
f) Meeting closed; 9.05pm  
Date of next meeting – Monday 30th March 2026. 

 
 
APPENDIX 1    Tom Jamieson  
Financial Report   
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APPENDIX 2  David Penman  
Himalayan Balsam in Gargunnock 
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APPENDIX 3  

Police Service of Scotland  
Forth and Endrick, Community Council Police Report 
 
GARGUNNOCK 
 

 
 

APPENDIX 4  Jean O’ Connor  

Start-Up Stirling, Foodbank 

 
In the Gargunnock Survey for the Local Place Plan the Church was concerned to note comments 
about the lack of a foodbank in Gargunnock. 
The Church liaised with the Gargunnock Community Council to ask for more details on what had 
been said in the survey. The comments were quite short and didn’t help to inform what might be 
done. However, the Church undertook to explore how we might help to ensure that no one in 
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Gargunnock would be in food poverty. 
 
Gargunnock Church has been fundraising and collecting donations for StartUp Stirling for many 
years, so this was a natural starting point. StartUp have advised that Gargunnock is an area which 
their foodbank covers and that they can make deliveries or supply food to people in need in 
Gargunnock (and have done in the past). They also advised that the complications of running a 
foodbank (e.g. they receive referrals from 24 different agencies) are so great they felt it would be 
too much for a community the size of ours. 
 
This coincided with requests from the Gargunnock Community Council that we should try to 
demonstrate that we are working more closely together. Consequently, the Church Board are 
proposing that Church and GCC take out a joint advert in the Gargunnock Bugle to highlight to 
people in need that StartUp is their local foodbank. 
 
The cost of a ¼ page advert in the Bugle is £66 for 5 editions which could be shared between the 
Church and the GCC. However, the Church Board asked if the advert could be at reduced cost 
because of the nature of the advert and the Gargunnock Community Trust have generously agreed 
we should get 4 adverts free of charge. For this reason the Gargunnock Community Trust have 
been included as sponsors of the advert along with the Church and GCC. 
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Here is a draft version of what the advert might look like: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


