GARGUNNOCK COMMUNITY COUNCIL

- ' Minutes - :
GARGUNNOCK GARGUNNOCK
Date: 11th August 2025. (Rescheduled meeting from 4™ August)
Time: 19:30 hrs
Location: Gargunnock Community Centre and Google Meet
GCC: Mike Buckley (MB), Christine Phillips (CP), Tom Jamieson (TJ), Lovat

MacGregor (LM), Martin Harrick (MH), Julie Cole (JC), David Millar (DM),
Tom McEwan (TM)

Councillors: Gerry McGarvie (GMc), Paul Henke (PH), Rosemary Fraser (RF)

Minute Taker: Tom Jamieson

1. Apologies: Christine Phillips (CP), Lovat MacGregor (LM), Julie Cole (JC), David Millar (DM)
No Stirling Councillor was able to attend.

2. Five residents attended the meeting.

3. Guest Speaker — Stuart Ogg (GCT) — presentation on the Carse of Stirling Partnership

Stuart Ogg gave an interesting insight into the Carse of Stirling Partnership (CoSP) and its
establishment, evolution and ambitions for the future. CoSP emerged from a major study
commissioned by SNH and SEPA involving a series of workshops involving local communities,
farmers, landowners, businesses, interested individuals and public agencies. This was in 2012/13.
An action plan was subsequently developed which proposed an ecosystems approach to land
management with the aim of ensuring those who benefit are involved in decision making.

The Partnership emerged from this early work. Its vision is to bring together different interests to
develop locally led, innovative approaches to deliver multiple benefits from land use. Its mission is
to foster a joint stakeholder approach to land use and to deliver multiple benefits through:

e carrying out research

e providing and sharing information

e raising awareness of the importance of delivering public benefits from

land use
e fostering locally led, collaborative approaches.

Over the past decade CoSP has initiated various projects. Some are set out in the attached note to
these minutes. They include a flood management study, a schools clover project, other projects
involving school children using the Natonal Nature Reserve at Flanders Moss as the basis for
detailed study of the mosses using microscopes and then drawing what they observe, and another
involving recording endangered bird species at dawn and then creating exhibitions of the art work
which they produced.

A more recent one, focused on climate change and how stakeholders are responding locally. One
element involved young people to see how they understand the impact of climate change on the
natural environment, through poetry and art. The Stirling Makar and other poets and artists, as
well as Forest and Land Scotland, the Forth Rivers Trust and a photographer were involved.
Gargunnock School was one of three Carse primary schools which engaged with this project. A
follow up will focus on farmers and landowners to discuss how they are responding to climate
change. Examples of the CoSP projects are shown at the end of the minutes.
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MB thanked Stuart for his very informative presentation and encouraged anyone seeking further
information to contact Stuart or CoSP.

4. Adoption of previous minutes — June 2025 Meeting, also XOM'’s April (Co-opting) and
May (LPP funding) - (MB)

The May Community Council minutes were accepted as accurate (Proposed MB, seconded MH).
The June Community Council minutes were accepted as accurate (Proposed MH, seconded TJ).
There were too few councillors who attended to adopt the April minutes. Subsequent discussion
with Stirling Council confirm that they can be added to the October agenda.

Action: MB to add to October agenda
5. Declarations of interest (MB)
There were no declarations of interest.
6. Matters arising from June meeting (MB)
As the matters arising are agenda items, they are discussed below.

a) Roads (MB)

Results from the recent survey to monitor speeding within the village indicated that average
speeding was not an issue. Residents continue to report that it is. This is especially the case on
Main Street, Manse Brae, Station and Leckie Roads. Residents are asked to let GCC know of
specific examples of speeding, where possible.

Several concerns have been raised about the condition of the roads within the village, including on
facebook. There are several large potholes on Main Street and on Leckie Road. This week, some
potholes on Leckie Road have had gravel sprayed on parts of them, but in a totally inadequate way
as to constitute a repair. Leckie road, west of Gargunnock Community Centre is to be closed from
8/9/25 —19/9/25 for resurfacing, but there is no mention of repairs to the eastern section of the
road or urgently required repairs to other roads in the village. TM to contact Stirling Council to
highlight concerns about road repairs, especially on Leckie Road and Main Street.

Station Road has had a traffic light system in place for close to a year. This was discussed and after
the meeting, a resident has made us aware of their reply from the council, shown below:

“Thank you for your recent contact regarding Station Road. We understand that the
current situation with the temporary traffic lights must be a source of frustration and
apologise for this. We are in the process of finding the necessary resources for the repairs
on the retaining wall to be carried out and, as such, the traffic lights are stationed there so
that the road can remain open in the meantime, whilst keeping road users safe.

Again, we apologise for any inconvenience but please know that we are doing our utmost
to get the matter resolved ASAP. If you have any further queries, please do let us know.
Scott Easter CEng MICE, Senior Bridge Engineer"

Local Councillors were unable to attend this (rescheduled) meeting and we will alert them to our
concerns at our next meeting.

Action: TM to contact SC to flag this
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b) Planning (JC)
There is a proposal for further wind farm developments. JC will monitor this development.
c) Village Fountain —tidy up / possible water reconnection (MB / TJ)

It was agreed that seeking to reinstate the water supply to the local fountain was not something
we wished to pursue. There was discussion regarding the garden area surrounding the fountain.
The community / Community Council are keen to see improvements to this area. Our
understanding is that the gardens belong to Stirling Council and that like the fountain, some of the
structures in the garden may be listed. As wind farm funds cannot be used to fulfil maintenance
traditionally carried out by the council, it was agreed that we should seek advice as to a) who
owns the garden area and what the maintenance obligations are and b) ascertain if a local resident
is currently involved in doing any maintenance. TJ will contact Stephen Bly re ownership and
maintenance, and Maitland Clark will ascertain if a local resident is doing any current
maintenance, so that they are kept informed of any plans.

Action: TJ and Maitland as noted above

d) Christmas Lights (MH)

A lottery fund application has been submitted to purchased two new Christmas streetlights. There
was discussion about where to place them with the most likely locations being to extend the
Manse Brae or Station Road display. Some lamp posts are unsuitable to hold lights, which restricts
the choices. A pub quiz will also be arranged to help fund the new lights and repair two faulty
units. An application is also being made to the Stirling Pride Fund.

Action: MH to provide some examples once we know outcome of funding — need to speak to SC to
install extra light fittings.

Local Place Plan (JC/ CP)

Community Councillors have commented on the draft LPP and the consultant is working on the
next draft, including data, graphics etc.

e) Website & Communications (MB / TJ)

Progress has been ongoing between the Trust, the Community Council and the developer to
create the new village website. Some of the new pages and format were demonstrated and
received approval. We hope that progress to full functionality will be achieved next week, before
wider testing and Trust approval allows the site to be launched — and paid for.

f) Shop update (CP)

There was no report from the shop, but it remains a huge village success. Several groups are also
making use of the tables round the back and meeting for coffee (available from the shop).

g) External report. Police report (MB)

A vehicle was damaged whilst parked on Main Street and the other vehicle did not stop or report
the incident to the police.

There was an incident of poaching, or hare coursing, in proximity to the village. They left when
approached by the farmer.
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There were several reports of telephone fraud from surrounding villages and residents were
advised to be exceptionally careful. The CC will explore holding a fraud awareness session.

h) Finance reports (TJ)

The current balance on the account is £1502.84. There has not been much activity since the last
finance report at the AGM. The recent expenditure has been as follows:
e Payment to minute taker for June meeting £40 + £10 for AGM
e Hire of Community Centre £37.73
(Ordinary meeting, AGM and consultation meeting for Local Place Plan in June).
e Catering for LPP consultation meeting £20.93
e Payment to consultant for work on LPP. £157.50. This was payment for work which was
out of planned sequence and will be reimbursed by the Wind Farm panel in due course.
e Payment for cleaning and repointing of the Fountain £1182.00
Refund to WFP for stone analysis — not required. £732.00. (3 June 2025)
An application has been submitted to Stirling Council for an Administration Grant.
Last year we received £477.58 in November 2024, but there is no indication if this will be
matched this year.

It was agreed not to seek to provide fireworks for the New Year celebrations due to the costs
involved in seeking a license for such a display.

i) Council establishment and succession planning (MB)

MB highlighted that we are still short of members within the Community Council and stressed to
need to address this to ease workload and enhance representation. We are entitledto 9
Community Councillors and we currently have 8. The Vice Chairs role is still vacant. We are
particularly keen to have a younger representation at council.

j) Residents’ forum

Residents raised concerns regarding anti-social behaviour in their immediate vicinity. Letters have
been sent to Stirling Council asking them to investigate these concerns. The residents had hoped
to address this with the local councillors at the meeting. The Community Council advised that the
best approach is to contact Ms Fraser or Mr McGarvie through their surgeries and that the
Community Council will also make them aware.

Action: Flag when sending mins to SC

k) Dates for 2026 diet (CP)

Monday 30" March, 2026

Monday 1°t June, 2026 (to include AGM)
Monday 3" August, 2026

Monday 5™ October, 2026

Monday 30" November,2026

Action: CP — please book dates for CC
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AOB

A new Ukraine flag is required as the old one has been torn in the wind. The Trust has been
approached to fund this.

A request has been made to install a book swap box in the village. This was positively received,
and various locations were discussed. Comments will be forwarded to the Wind Farm Panel.

The Young Persons’ Bursary planned by the Wind Farm Panel was noted as an asset to be
encouraged.

I) Date of next meeting — 6 October
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THE CARSE Carse of Stirling Partnership Projects

OF STIRLING
PARTNERSHIP

The Clover Project distributed small packets of clover seed to The Paths Summit in 2019 saw every Carse
all Carse primary schools and information about why clover = community represented at a workshop which
copical to polﬁna.norS which in'tum are fundamentalto, mast encouraged a sharing of local path plans, identifying
plants and especially those that humans consume. how these might be connected together and to see
where there were gaps. A full report together with all
the maps, produced on the day, was provided to each
community.

The Dawn Chorus in 2019 saw a group of pupils from Wallace

High School, Stiding visit Flanders Moss to hear the dawn
chorus for the first time. Guided by the Flanders Moss ranger
they were rewarded with multiple bird songs. These were
recorded to create a soundscape. They watched rare curlews
and help weave Caroline, a Curlew, with willow weaver, Kate
Sankey. They prepared drawings and paintings with Jessica
Langford, an animaticn artist. The output was put on public
exhibition at various locations including the MacRobert Centre
at the University of Stiding.

o - -

Flood Management review, published in 2015, used
experts from the Hutton Institute and Heriot-Watt
University, with support from the Scottish Government. The
project led to the publication of a full report, produced by
the Centre of Expertise for Waters (CREW). The report
explored options to manage flood risk on the Carse, with the
findings and recommendations based on a detailed analysis
of four Carse farms.

crew
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Under the Microscope in 2018 involved 70 pupils from Paths, Pollinators and the Past workshop in 2021 followed
McLaren High School (S3), Thomhill Primary (P5,6 &7) and Port on from the 2019 Paths Summit. It again attracted
of Menteith Primary (5.6 & 7). They observed close up bog representatives from every Carse community to hear
plants through hand lenses and took photographs with macro- presentations from experts about how paths could be
lenses. They made sketches of plants. Altogether, some €0 developed as pollinator corridors and create opportunities
pieces of finished art work were completed back at the school to explore and promote the rich heritage of the Carse. A full
using microscopes. These were exhibited at various venues report including the expert advice presented on the day was
with very positive feedback. subsequently published and circulated to all communities.

COSP visit by Evelyn Tweed MSP was arranged in early 2022
The aim was to highlight the origin of COSP, how it had evolved
and its potential to help delver some of the Scowtish
Government’s rural and environmental agenda at the local
level. Also highfighted were the issues which require urgent
Scottish Government action to secure the sustainable future of
rural areas like the Carse of Stirling.

COSP Website is constantly being developed. Itoffers
insights into the history and geography of the area as well
as further background on some of the projects summarised
nere. www.thecarseofstirlingpartnership.org




