
GARGUNNOCK COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Ordinary Meeting Minutes 

DRAFT – SUBJECT TO APPROVAL  AT AUGUST MEETING 
 

 

Date:   2 June 2025 
Time:   20:00 hrs 
Location:  Gargunnock Community Centre and  Google Meet  
 
GCC:  Mike Buckley (MB), Christine Phillips (CP), Tom Jamieson (TJ), Martin Harrick 

(MH) 
 
Councillors:  Gerry McGarvie (GMc) 
 
    
Minute Taker:  Mark Dickson (MD)  
 
 
ORDINARY MEETING AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies (MB) – Julie Cole, David Millar, Lovat MacGregor 

2. Adoption of previous minutes – March 2025 (MB) 

Proposed by CP, seconded by TJ 

3. Declarations of interest (MB) 

NA 

4. Matters arising from March meeting (MB) 

a. Roads (LM) 
Covered in AGM 
 

b. Planning (JC) 
NSTR 
 

c. Village Fountain (MB) 
Work to date has involved professionally cleaning the stonework. Members of the 
community praised the work done. Agreed it has the potential to be an attractive 
centrepiece for the village.  
 
Suggested that improvements can be made to garden surrounding the monument 
itself. Potentially removing the holly hedge and restoring the old fence.  
 
Research conducted showed that substantial work would need to be conducted to 
get water flowing.  
 
ACTION: MB to speak to Fionn from Stirling Council Planning over possibility of 
getting water flowing again 
 
Questions remain over the ownership of the land on which the fountain sits.  
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d. Christmas Lights (MB) 
Suggestions have been made to add further to the Christmas light display in the 
village. Funding can be raised through the community (pub quiz), the Gargunnock 
Trust and possible Lottery funding.  
 
Recognised that there was a good turnout for the lights being switched on. 
 
General impression from the public was a modest increase in the number of lights 
would be welcome. CC agreed to seek to add a further two lights to the Christmas 
display.  
 
ACTION: TJ work with DM on costing this task 
 

e. Local Place Plan (JC / CP) 
Currently 108 response to the most recent questionnaire (four times higher) and 
deemed representative in terms of expectations for these types of survey. The 
number of questionnaire returns does not represent the actual response rate 
because many of the questionnaires represent a family or wider response. Further 
Open Sessions are being held and CC members will attend Bite n’ Blether to help 
anyone participate in the survey if they are interested and haven’t already done so. 
Application was made to the Wind Farm to engage an external consultant to assist 
with production of the LPP. 
 
An extension to the Local Place Plan has been provided by Stirling Council, this 
being 31 October. A second draft will be made available to the Community ahead of 
the final draft allowing for effective engagement to be had. 
 
Members of the community raised some concerns over the layout of the 
questionnaire and access to the internet link. It was explained that the CC were up 
against the clock in terms of the time to gather a response. 
 
GMc iterated that the Local Place Plan would have a direct impact on the Local 
Development Plan and has some gravitas when it comes to ensuring local views are 
formally represented through the Planning process. GMc stresses it is important for 
residents to take it seriously in order to safeguard and further community interests. 
Suggested that the Community Action Plan can be incorporated into the Local Place 
Plan to avoid duplication of effort.  
 

f. Website & Communications (MB) 

The CC has been working with the Trust to develop the community website to make 
it more user friendly, dynamic and accessible. This is still under development but 
good progress is being made.  
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g. Shop update (CP) 
The Village Community Shop official opening was on 2nd December. The shop 
currently sees around 160 customers a day.  
 
Issue of fraud was encountered with the first shop awning procured – the matter 
has been dealt with by the police and is going to court.  
 
The village share offer raised over £65k from the community. The AGM is in 
December of the year.  
 
Members of the public and Cllr GMc believe it has been a great success and 
congratulated those involved in enabling this to happen. Special recognition given 
to CP for helping to lead this project.  

 

5. External report 
a. Police report (MB) 

Sadly some issues have been reported in the village pertaining to arrests over 
antisocial behaviour.  
 

b. External speeding data 
Despite regular complaints raised from the community, the data from the speeding 
report indicate there is very little actual speeding in the village. This report is 
roundly rejected by members of the public. The siting of the speed markers was not 
well placed to capture the hot spots where speeding is occurring.  
 
Cllr GMc recognised the challenges but recommended repeating safety messaging.  
 

6. Finance reports (TJ) 
NTR 
 

7. Residents’ forum 
Concerns raised over the management of grass cutting and weeds along the road verges. TJ 
raised concerns over the lack of general maintenance in the village (culverts blocked, 
pavements in disrepair etc.) 
 
ACTION: TJ to contact Cllr GMc directly to help get this issues addressed and highlight any 
inferior operational practice.  
 

 
8. Co-opting process - offer of full membership to MH / submissions from potential co-

opted members and secret ballot. 
Martin Herrick elected unanimously as a member of the Community Council. 

 
9. AOB 

Questions raised over the proposed cycle path between Gargunnock and Stirling. This 
project is currently sitting with Stirling Council.  
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Tom McEwan raised interest in becoming a member of the Community Council as a long-
term resident of the village. A ballot was held and results to be announced tomorrow.  
 
The Carse of Stirling Partnership is running Climate Change workshop on 21 June at the 
Gargunnock Community Centre.  
 
The Kirk has enquired as to whether there was a need for a foodbank in the village. The CC 
does not know whether there is a need and supports the church in investigating whether 
there is a requirement.  
 
Mark Dickson and his family are leaving the village, and thanks was expressed for his 
service as minute taker.  
 
It was suggested from a member of public that the CC could publish draft minutes to 
improve the community’s understanding of what is taking place. Cllr GMc agreed this was 
allowed. 
 
ACTION: CC agreed and committed to publishing draft minutes to allow the public earlier 
access  
 

10. Date of next meeting. 
Next ordinary meeting 04 August 2025 
 

 
Note: With reference to Tom McEwan’s interest in joining GCC under the co-option process 
previously advertised, the secret ballot was counted on the evening of Monday 2 June, and 
was in favour of his application. Tom was told on Tuesday, and confirmed his acceptance. 
The Membership list has been amended and now reflects his position. 
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Membership of GCC in full 
 

Position Name Contact Details  

CHAIR 
 
Social Media/ Comms 
Wind Farm Panel Rep 

Mike Buckley (MB) 
07967 830144 
mb_j@btinternet.com  
 

 

VICE-CHAIR Vacant   

SECRETARY Christine Phillips (CP) 
07919 917792 
cpphillips16@gmail.com 

 

TREASURER 
Wind Farm Panel Rep 

Tom Jamieson (TJ) 
07732696517 
tfj1@btinternet.com 

 

Planning & Licensing 
Cycle Path Lead 

Julie Cole (JC) 
07773 391747 
juliecole67@googlemail.com 

 

Roads & Transport Lovat MacGregor (LMG) 
07971 513 144 
lovatmacgregor@gmail.com 
 

 

Member David Millar (DM) 
07553 016754 
dwjmillar@gmail.com 

 

Member Martin Harrick (MH) 
07500 504808 
mharrick@live.com 

 

Member Tom McEwan (TM) 
07887 540060 
twmpub25@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:tfj1@btinternet.com

