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“I've seen worse!”

Ian Fraser’s a well kent figure in the
village, but few will know in what high
regard he is held around the world.
Arguably Scotland’s greatest living
theologian, with global connections and
influence as well as being author, poet,
and hymn writer, Ian has been a
Gargunnock resident these last 30 years.
Prior to that he was director of Selly Oaks
Colleges educating folk from all over the
world, challenging Christian churches to
be better than they were and encouraging people to stand up for
the poor, oppressed and vulnerable. During the 1950s he was
parish minister in Rosyth, and worked, along with wife Margaret,
in ways that are still recognised as groundbreaking.

You can read most of his story (no book could contain the whole
story!) in "I've seen worse”, - co-written between Ian Cranston
and Ian himself. This is an enjoyable and fascinating read that
touches on visits to Nicaragua and the Philippines, his work in
Geneva with the World Council of Churches, tells us what Ian
thinks of Mrs Thatcher (topical), and refers to Gargunnock as
well.

Well worth the asking price of £10.00 and available at the
Gargunnock shop.
Rev. Andy

DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

As a village it would be good to have some sort of celebration
to mark the occasion of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee. Has
anyone any ideas about what sort of celebration would be
appropriate? For the Golden Jubilee there was a bring your
own picnic in the Community Centre gardens - would this be
worth repeating? Please get in touch with any of your ideas on
how we could commemorate this special date by emailing The
Bugle, or speaking with Maitland, Douglas or Jackie.

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKINGS

In the last issue of the Bugle, Douglas Johnstone introduced me as
the new caretaker for the Centre and I have now taken up my
duties. I trust that I can maintain the high standards that my
predecessor, Wendy Pizey achieved in her time as caretaker. Part of
my duties is to organise the diary and take bookings and the best
number on which to contact me is 07785 522739. AsIam
involved in various activities in the evenings the best time to speak
to me is during the day.

One of my reasons for applying for the job was to get to know
more people in the village because although we have been living in
Gargunnock for over 17 years to my shame there were precious
few people I knew outwith my immediate neighbours. If the past
couple of months is anything to go by this objective has certainly
been met and I look forward to being in contact with more of you
throughout 2012.

Douglas Barr
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HELP SOLVE A MYSTERY!

Our family have lived in Gargunnock for 21 years and I have
always been intrigued that on the village war memorial, one of
the WW1 names is a Trooper George Henry Brocksopp of the
Lothian and Borders Light Horse, killed at Flanders 30/03/1918
age 25. He is commemorated on the memorial to those without
a known grave at Pozieres along with the only other Brocksopp
to be killed in WW1 who died a week to the day earlier, age 21.
He is Fred Brocksopp and he is one of my direct ancestors.

I haven’t found anyone in Gargunnock who remembers why
George Brocksopp is on our village memorial and I have failed
so far to find an explanation as to why a poor lad from
Sheffield, who happens to be a very distant relative of mine,
should have been commemorated in this way.

The reason I have decided to find out about him now is that I
was honoured to be asked to lay the poppy wreath on
Remembrance Sunday last November and I placed it right next
to George's name which felt like a sign to tell me to find out
more.

George Henry Brocksopp was born in 1892. The 1901 census
has him living in Sheffield, Yorkshire at 8 years old and we have
now traced him far enough back to say he must be a relative
back from a sect in the early 1700’s who lived in a tiny hamlet
along with my known ancestors.

The Parish News suggests that he was in the area in April 1915,
wrongly named Bloxopp, but not why. Then there is a Parish
News from July 1919 asking for other names for the Roll of
Honour to be submitted. Someone must have suggested him as
he then is added to the memorial. Would that request be made
by letter and if so where would that letter be?

It was suggested to me that George should be added to the
Scots at War Roll of Honour and I have now arranged that.

I have just seen the wonderful film, War Horse, and the TV
serialisation of Sebastian Faulkes novel, Birdsong, both about
the First World War, and found the scenes of the carnage
extremely poignant, knowing that 2 of my relatives died in
those terrible conditions and their bodies were never identified.
And one of them is remembered here, on the Gargunnock War
Memorial!

I hope you can help me to solve this mystery, as I feel it’s sad
that he is not remembered here and also very strange that he
is an ancestor of mine, living here about 100 years before me,
which is a very strange coincidence! If you can help in anyway
please give me a ring. Helen Rowell 01786 860630.

REMEMBER TO CAST YOUR VOTE FOR A NEW VILLAGE
FLAG BY SATURDAY 4TH FEBRUARY

YOU CAN PLACE VOTES ONLINE AT
WWW.GARGUNNOCK.COM OR IN THE VILLAGE STORE
more info on page 7 of this BUGLE
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KIRK MATTERS !

“Spring in the air, vicar” called the visitor passing the manse garden
on one of the few sunny days. “Spring in the air yourself”, muttered
the grumpy Rev., clearing glass (again) from the shattered
greenhouse, following gales. Most of us have endured this winter’s
climate rather than enjoyed it and look for better days. Whether the
climate you're focussed on is weather related or financial; its been
stormy; and we’re probably not clear of it yet, which means that it’s
vitally important we all watch out for our neighbours and try to
ensure their well-being. My man from Nazareth tells me we’re better
at weather prediction than seeing signs of suffering and grief around
us...but we can improve with practice. So please, look out for each
other.

Now that we can all see the Kirk; it having emerged from behind the
‘rhoddies’, we are extremely grateful to Gargunnock House for
offering to establish a snowbell glade on the slope. This, along with
the daffodils in the foreground should make a great photo opportunity
next spring! Thank you to all who make this possible. I recognise
and value this is the village church, and hope you will use it, and the
grounds as a place of refreshment and renewal.

More ideas are always welcome. ...like the idea of the “wee tree” at
Christmas time, lit up, that can grow with us; and speaking of same,
thanks to those who made “"Room at the Inn” successful on Christmas
Eve when 60 folk enjoyed hospitality, carols, the Christmas reality
quiz, and fun. I wonder what we could do to ensure Easter is
eggsciting. (Sorry!). Meantime, Family Faithshare is on the go, and
catering for folk of all ages on each third Sunday of the month.

We have a Chinese Auction planned, Christianity
Explored is meeting monthly...and apparently there
are more baptisms and weddings in the wind.

=\

Yours aye
Rev. Andy

GALA AGM

The Gala AGM will be held on Thursday March 8th 2012 at 8.30pm in
the Inn. Our village Gala is an annual event for all the family with
dressing up, fun and games during the day for the children and an
evening BBQ with entertainment and bar - all held in the local park.

We always welcome new faces to add to our stalwart crew of worthies,
new ideas, opinions and inspiration help to keep the Gala evolving and
continuing to be such a great event.

Please come along, we would welcome your support and can always
use offers of help both before and on the day itself. If you can’t make
the meeting but are keen to lend support please contact us at
gala@gargunnock.com or speak to Jane (287) or Maitland (460).

A BIG PLEA FOR IT TO STOP!

Lots of people walk their dogs along the paved side of Leckie Road, past our
bungalow, to the hedgerows and fields just 3 houses further out of the village,

BLAZING SADDLES - THE FINAL LEG.

You may recall when last heard of, the lads had just arrived in
Australia from Sumatra and Bali, they then spent two weeks
just outside Darwin in the Northern Territories picking
Mangoes, not so much fun as it sounds, temperatures in the
high 30's and humidity close to 80%.

One night they were very rudely awakened by a wallaby who
proceeded to completely trash their last remaining tent.

They have now purchased two enclosed hammocks,which have
the benefit of keeping them away from the wallabies and any
other marauding predators, e.g. snakes,giant biting ants etc.

They then spent two weeks as casual barmen in a fishing
lodge in Dundee, no not that one, there is another one not far
from Darwin, where they worked over Xmas and New Year,
bumping into some strange characters including a dog who
drove off in his owners bus!

Since then, they remounted their bikes and after two weeks
hard pedaling made it to Alice Springs. They left there on the
22nd January making for Ayers Rock(more correctly called
Uluru),unfortunately Jamie had a spectacular biking accident
which resulted in him needing minor medical attention and his
trusty bike very much the worse for wear.

What to do now we thought? However as a good man of the
cloth said to me recently, "Providence" was at hand. It turns
out that the inmates of the jail nearby run a bike
refurbishment service, the whole incident was reported in the
local paper.

Sydney now beckons,their route will take them from Uluru to
Adelaide,then on to Melbourne and finally journey’s-end in mid
March all going well.

Fund-raising for Jamie's charity the MS Society gathers pace.
Since I last wrote £690 has been donated on line at
www.justgiving.com/jamie-king taking his total
sponsorship to £5,200, nearly £6000 including gift aid. Our
current campaign, sponsored weight loss, dog walking etc,can
be contributed to either on line or in the shop.So far some
£450 has been raised(£290 in the above mentioned amount)
and £160 in pledges on the sign up sheets in the shop.

I hope that those of you who have been following their
exploits on www.theblazingsaddles.com have enjoyed
following them. There is talk of a book, however as parents we
will be so glad just to get all their adventures first hand.

Once again many thanks for your very generous support for
the MS Society.
David and Isobel, Burnside Cottage.

Word of Month: LOLLAPALOOZA (slang noun) an
unusual thing

e.g. overheard in the shop recently " I don't know of
any other village which has it's own flag so if we get one
it will be quite a lollapalooza, and the envy of others!"

where they can happily ‘relieve themselves’ in peace (dogs not owners!). Some
doggies are caught short and their embarrassed but responsible owners remove

the offending piles, so we can all walk the pavements without-well you know what!
Over the past few weeks, however, someone has been allowing their dog to stop
outside our house and do the necessary on the grass and has then just walked off
and left it for us to remove. Did you know that the grassy area between our
garden wall and the pavement, which has become a dog loo, belongs to us, not
the Council, it’s actually part of our garden, and we garden it by cutting the grass

and looking after the flower beds.

There are a few points to think about. Why can the dog in question not be made
to wait until it is out the village? If it can’t then why not make it do it in the
gutter? But mainly, why not pick it up like 99% of law abiding and caring dog

walkers? Remember it is illegal to leave it on the pavement.

Save The Date

1 Feb Bite & Blether

10 Feb Pub Burns’ Supper

15 Feb Bite & Blether

24 Feb Church Chinese Auction

2 March Flower Show Quiz

7 March Bite & Blether

8 March Gala AGM

21 March Bite & Blether

19 May Songsters’ Spring Concert
2 June Gargunnock Agricultural Show
16 June Gala

Oh, and if you're wondering why the flower beds have not been cleared yet of their
dead perennial foliage it is because I cannot bring myself to go near it because of
the sight and smell of the “you know what”! So please, whoever you are, it's not
the dog’s fault, if it happens then take it away with you! It's yours just as much as
the dog is!

At the time of The Bugle going to print, a date
has not been set for this year’s Daffodil Tea.
Please check the noticeboard for more info.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS GARGUNNOCK!

The following residents of Gargunnock, instead of giving Christmas Cards to their fellow villagers, have

&

Corinne, Jonathan, Emily and Julia Anderson;
Pamela, Chris, Kirstin, Rory and Cammy
Armstrong;

Douglas, Jane, Callum, Rory and Angus Bain;
Douglas and Barbara Barr;

Jill Bell;

Henk, Sue, Romy & Luca Berits;

Sheena, Robert, Merran and Colum Blackwood;
Hugh, Violet and Martin Bonner;

Gillian, Gavin, Amy and Chloe Bruce;

Audrey Burrell;

Gay and Harry Burt;

Chris, Jackie and Heather Campbell;

Andy and Joyce Chisholm;

John, Diane and Julie Christie;

Alec and Helen Clarke;

Maitland Clarke;

Bruce, Zoe, Luke, Adam and Joe Clayson;
Georgie, Con and Lorraine Conroy;

Gill, Stevie, Stuart, Elaine and Ross Corry;
Scott, Julie, Andrew and Alexander Coubrough;
Douglas and Moira Coupethwaite;

Bryan, Shona, Ella, Daniel and Louise Crawford;
Marshall, Jo, Andrew and Eva Dallas;

Anne Dando;

Eric and Alice Dempster;

Graham, Helen, Rachel and Cameron Dingley;
Keith and Pauline Dingley;

Norman and Iona Donaldson;

Max and Barbara Drummond;

raised the truly magnificent sum of £1132 for the Scottish Cot Death Trust. We'd all like to wish
EVERYONE in our special wee village a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

Best Festive Wishes from:

Colin, Muriel, Maisie and Alex Ferguson;

Mike, Sue, Jamie, Andrew and Gregor Fitches;
Andy, Hilary, Max and Archie Flett;

Peter, Claire, Grace and Madeleine Gill;

Iain, Jaine, Carra and Evie Gulland;

Julia, Sarah, Becky, Ali and Lynsey Hay;
Russell, Elaine, Rhona and Lauren Hendry;
Jane, Douglas, Kyle, Heather and Logan Howie;
Jane, Ewan, Lauren and Sam Hunter;
Graham, Helen, Eilidh and Roddy Irvine;
Alister and Elspeth Jackson;

Isobel Jenkins;

Ian and Fiona Johnston; Martin, Fiona, Katie,
David and Euan Johnstone;

Karen, Duncan, Stewart and Megan Leask;
Cindy, Peter, Kirsty and Matt Lee;

Ian, Sandra, Katherine and Hamish Lewis;
Gordon, Claire, Alex and James Lindsay;
Gordon, Hilary, Duncan and Scott MacArthur;
Derek, Vanessa, Kate, Anna and Ben MaclLachlan;
Mike, Anne, Keri, Kieran and Ailsa Malone;
Edmond, Elizabeth and Louise Mansion;

Tina Peek and Charlie McAllister;

Ewan, Amy and Frazer McCabe;

Tom, Mairi, Carolyn and Finlay McEwan;

Paul, Cath, Cara and Kieran McGlynn;

Lovat, Carol, Amelie and Nina McGregor;

Bill and Irene McKeown;

David, Heather and Christina McPhee;

Alex, Jane, Gemma, Ross and Gordon Milne;

&

Billy, Fiona, Helen, Catherine and Alison Mitchell;
The Muirhead family;

Barbare, Magnus, Gabriel and Hannah Nicolson;
Hugh, Jean and David O’Connor;

Stuart, Sheena, Rosie and Hannah Ogg;

Boyd, Sally, Sarah and Fraser Park;

Jon, Morag, Matthew and Angus Park;

Jill Patrick;

Kate and Geoff Peart;

Hector, Trish, Darren and Alistair Petrie;

Mike, Wendy, Harvey and Molly Pizey;

Pete, Helen, Nick and Willie Rowell;

Al, Kirsteen, Katie and Rory Scott;

Lindsay, Bill and Lewis Shankie;

Andrew, Lois, Tom and Finn Simpson;

Claire, Doug and Bryony Smith;

Matt, Jackie, Kirsty, Liza and Matthew Stevenson;
Wilma Stewart;

Myra, Forbes and Jennifer Stewart;

Colin, Morna, Freya and Andrew Tinto;

Ed Payne, Catriona Vass, Kirsy and

Eilidh Vass-Payne;

Steve and Marilyn Willett;

Ian, Margaret, Gordon and Catriona Young;
Iain, Nichola, Thomas and Katie Young

Scottish

COT DEATH

Trust

Garsuannock Village Store

« T&R Skinner famous Steak Pies

Saturday morning

« Local butcher meat from John Brown Butchers
« Sausage Rolls, Scotch Pies & Bridies from the local butcher

« Croissants, Donuts, Scones, Bread & Cakes delivered every

),
G : Your Local Convenience Store and More ................. F2
www.GargunnockVillageStore.com 01786 860 703 Open 7 Days

« Baby Supplies « Biscuits, Cakes & Tiffin

« Confectionery « Bread & Rolls delivered daily
e Crisps & Snacks « Deli & Speciality food range
« DVD Hire « Fresh Sandwiches made locally
« Greetings Cards e Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

¢ Household products « Frozen & Chilled Food

¢ Logs & Kindling « Health & Beauty Products

« Magazines e Ice Cream Lollies & Tubs

« Medicines « Milk & Cream delivered daily
« Newspapers « Stamps & Postcards

o Soft Drinks e Pet Supplies

« Stationery « Tobacco

o Toys

Visit our dedicated

Wine & Beer areal!
this shop operates a Challenge 25 policy

FREE TO USE
CASH MACHINE
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OUR STIRLING TOPIC by Amelie MacGregor P2/3

the topic.

Eva Beck also likes the Gargunnock Inn, she said “good staff, efficient service, great

place” Amy Parker loves ‘the cosy fire’.

THE GARGUNNOCK SONGSTERS

We have started with a bang this year, with three singing commitments
during January, so we hardly had a break over Christmas. However our
Scots Night commitment at Buchlyvie, was great fun, and well received,
so we hope that our audience at Cambusbarron will enjoy our brand of
entertainment too. On 28 January we are singing at Doune in aid of
the Cardiomyopathy Association, which Morag Ferrier (who sings with
us) and her family are hosting. Morag will be happy to sell a ticket to
anyone interested, and the evening will take the form of a programme
of Scots songs and other entertainment, followed by a leisurely supper.

Our thoughts are already turning to our Spring Concert, which will take
place on Saturday, 19th May. You will hear more of this later, but put it
in your new Diary.

Rehearsals of some of the music for the Spring Concert will commence
on 25% January, at our practice, and it will be good to be tackling new
music. As always, we are short of men - so please, if there are any
men out there who would like a new challenge, join us at the Drop In
Centre when normal rehearsals start on that date, at 7.30 p.m.

Janette Wilson, Secretary
THANK YOU

Kathleen and Bill Sinclair of 19 Millbrae, would like to thank everyone
who enjoyed their Xmas lights and made a wish in Santa's Wishing Well
for their generosity. £41.32 has been collected and given to
Gargunnock Playgroup & Toddlers.

We do hope all your wishes come true!!
Thank you.

SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND

Many thanks to everyone whose support and generosity has made it
possible yet again for us to distribute vouchers to the Senior Citizens of
Gargunnock this Christmas.

Another quiz sheet will be available in the shop very soon.
Jill Patrick, Treasurer

OAP CHRISTMAS VOUCHERS

Just a note, on behalf of all the village senior citizens, to say thanks to
the organising committee for the kind gifts of Christmas vouchers. Very
much appreciated as is the amount of work that goes in to organising
fund raising activities to meet the cost.

SANTA SACK OF SONGS & CHRISTMAS CONCERT

A small note of thanks to everyone who was either involved in the set
up or took part in both Santa Sack of Songs and the Village Christmas
Concert. A good night was had at both events.

Here is my drawing of the
Gargunnock Inn. I like to go there
because the food is great and I
really enjoy the desserts. The
staff are friendly and there is a
nice atmosphere. I really enjoyed

Our class has just finished a topic on Stirling. We made brochures and wrote reviews
on great places to go and visit with our families. Two of the places I chose to write
about were Stirling Castle and the Gargunnock Inn.

Stirling Castle is fantastic because you can still see the dungeons, the clothes of Mary
Queen of Scots and the bed that she slept in.

@@%«

Yousef Miller from p3 said “come
and see the cannons, they are
fantastic!” Michael Anthony from
p2 said “the dungeons are amazing
and terrifying” Neo Klemer p3
loves ‘the carved wooden heads’
and the ‘interesting statues’.

PLEASE SUPPORT LIISA RAISE
FUNDS FOR MACMILLAN

It's time to stop pussy-footin'
around - time for action!

In May 2012, I will be putting my best foot forward
(followed by the other one 35,000 times!) across the start
and finish lines of the Edinburgh Marathon.

A challenge? For sure! Need all the support I can get.

Maybe not the challenge of living with cancer. For those
individuals, support comes from Macmillan Cancer Services
- by providing specialist nurses and doctors, buildings for
cancer treatment and care, and financial grants for patients
in financial difficulties.

Contributing to the work of Macmillan is the purpose of my
challenge on 27 May. I have pledged to raise £750 through
sponsorship, towards enabling Macmillan to continue their
work in improving the lives of people living with cancer.

If you would like to help make a difference to people and
their families affected by cancer, you can. Your donation to
this cause can be made online at
http://www.justgiving.com/Liisa-McCabe

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

Hope you liked the new Christmas lights. Thanks again to
the Flower Show for donating them and thanks to Ed Payne
and his family for the display. Hopefully we can have more
for next year with eventually a full display all round the
Square area.

As far as we know the Gargunnock micro time didn't
materialise and the village brought in the New Year along
with the rest of the country! There was a great turn out for
the celebrations and it was really disappointing that the
torrential rain brought everything to an abrupt halt. Thanks
to David, the fireworks were set off as usual and thanks to
young James Letford for his piping, adding atmosphere to
the proceedings.

Well it's all over for another year. Back tae auld claes and
parritch!!
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GARGUNNOCK PARISH CHURCH

CHRISTMAS APPEAL: A big thank you to all who donated
towards our Christmas Appeal for START-UP, Stirling, the local
charity which helps the homeless in the area. 192 items of Food,
Toiletries, Cleaning Materials and many items of Crockery were
uplifted by the charity along with a cheque for £85 - the proceeds
of the Retiring Offering at the Family Christmas Service and the
Primary School End of Term Service. Mr John McRitchie, the
chairperson, expressed his sincere thanks for such a generous gift.

WEEKLY WORSHIP: All services are at 10.30am, with activities
for the children and ALL are most welcome to come along. On the
third Sunday of each month we have a Faith Share Service, which
is designed to be family friendly, fun and faith full.

Please contact the Session Clerk, Audrey Birrell on 860321 if you
require transport to the church.

SPECIAL EVENT: Chinese Auction on Friday 24th February, at
7.30pm in the Community Centre.

KIRK LANE FELLOWSHIP: Meetings are held in the Ross
Anderson room of the church at 7.30pm and all are welcome.

7th February Mrs Jean Armstrong with a talk on Love Stories

from the Bible.

6th March Rev. Ian Paterson on his work as a minister and
Queen’s Chaplain.
3rd April A evening for suggestions for next year’s

syllabus

ON THE ORGAN BENCH: Many organists began their musical
skills by learning to play the piano and then were given the chance
to try a new skill by taking lessons on the organ and found what a
delight this instrument can be. Are you a pianist who has
thought at some time that you would like the chance to play an
organ. In Gargunnock Church we have a very good electronic one
and if you would like to try it out please contact Johan Mailer on
860313.

ENVIRONMENTAL GEOGRAPHY STIRLING UNIVERSITY
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

Thank you to all residents who have participated in filling out the short

questionnaire regarding sustainable development for my 4th year
dissertation. It is greatly appreciated.

CENTRAL SCOTLAND

> RAPE CRISIS S\

S‘F‘LALABL SE CENTRE

CENTRAL SCOTLAND RAPE CRISIS
& SEXUAL ABUSE CENTRE

Central Scotland Rape Crisis & Sexual Abuse Centre exists to
provide a free and confidential service of emotional support and
practical information on legal and medical issues to survivors who
have experienced Rape, Sexual Assault or Child Sexual Abuse,
throughout Central Scotland. Our telephone Helpline is staffed
by trained volunteers and offers long or short-term support by
e-mail, letter, telephone or face to face counselling. We also
support friends and families.

We also deliver training, talks and presentations on all aspects of
sexual violation to professionals and other interested bodies.

Telephone Helpline number: 01786 471771

Tues/Weds 11am — 1pm, Thurs 7pm —9pm Sunday 1pm — 3pm

Email - csrcc@ic24.net
Web site - www.rapecrisiscentralscotland.co.uk

Or write to: P.O. Box 48, Stirling, FK8 1YG or P.O. Box 28,
Falkirk, FK1 1AA

OSPREY

HOMECARE SERVICES

JN

SPECIALIST CARPET, UPHOLSTERY AND FLOOR CLEANERS

PROFESS[ONAL CARPET CLEAN]NG AND

I have been circulating my questionnaires throughout the village over
the last few weeks and will get to the few streets I have not yet been
to in the next few days. I would be very grateful for as many returns as
possible to my parents house in Station Road or to the box in the shop

to make my dissertation results as valid as possible.

Thanks again for your help.
Rosie Ogg

ZUMBA GOLD: O

Dance fitness class for
Seniors or those wanting a
lower impact class:

Gargunnock Community
Centre:
Mondays 1.30-2.15pm

Kippen Village Hall:
Thursdays 1.15-2.00pm

Cambusbarron
Community Centre:
Fridays 9.30-10.30am

ZUMBA FITNESS: @

-

Lumha

Gargunnock Community
Centre:

Tuesdays 7.45-8.45pm
Wednesdays 9.10-9.55am

Blairdrummond
Community Hall:
Thursdays 8.15-9.15pm

For further information
please call:

Janice 01786 860244 or
0789 4918782

SPECIALIST CLEANING OF FABRIC UPHOLSTERY

LEATHER UPHOLSTERY EXPERTLY CLEANED
AND NOURISHED

AMTICO, KRANDEAN AND MARMOLEUM
STRIPPED AND REPOLISHING

VICTORIAN MINTON FLOOR TILES
RE-FURBISHED

LIRACOTTA
YGRANITE Ors AND
CES RESTORED.

FOR; AESTONE, TRAVERTIN RBLE,

AND TERRAZC J
STONE FI

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

TEL: 01736 324483

11 OCHILTREE, DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE, FK15 0DG.

www.ospreyhomecare.co.uk
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THE GARGUNNOCK DRUM ON THE FLAG

As you read this voting for minor variations to a design for a
Gargunnock Flag is nearing its conclusion and we await results
with interest. The new flag will have the Gargunnock Drum &
Horn at its centre.

But there was actually a Gargunnock Flag hundreds of years ago,
probably in the 18t century at the time the village Drum & Bugle
were first bought. No sketch of that flag has survived, just a brief
description of it having upon it a depiction of the sacking of the
“Peel Tower of Garganow” by William Wallace, who had camped
with his followers within the village at Keir Hill to the south west
of the Rest Garden. This tower, situated near the joining of the
burn with the river Forth, was garrisoned by English soldiers and
their families so he slaughtered them but freed their families.

So what might the design look like? I wondered if there might be
a clue on the drum.

The story of the Drum and Bugle are well enough known locally,
see (www.gargunnockvillagehistory.co.uk). The drum and
Bugle have survived down through the years through being stored
in various houses throughout the village then latterly in
Gargunnock House for a time before ending up in the Smith
Museum, Stirling. In the museum the lighting is not sufficiently
bright for a close study of the painting, the colours of which are
dark and muted.

At first sight the painted design on the drum might be construed
to be simply a thistle head, the national emblem. There are
stylised leaves climbing up both sides and in the centre there is
more than a hint of a thistle head surmounted by a crown but
some of the detail is intriguing. Normally the bulbous part of a
thistle head is green and beyond that the part which fans out is
the colourful purple part. On the drum it is not. Instead what
should be fine purple filaments fanning out are coarse rod-like
elements, almost like a palisade fence with the posts cut at an
angle to sharpen them.

Above that is a narrow, jaggy bright orange band followed by
white then the crown. Is my imagination running away with me I
wonder, when I begin to interpret this as a thinly veiled reference
to a fortified place held by soldiers of the crown which had been
set fire to and sacked? We’ll never know for sure but it's an
intriguing possibility. Unfortunately the drumsticks, especially the
right hand one in the photograph obscure parts of the design so I
am in communication with Dr Elspeth King of the Smith Museum
to request permission to re-photograph it with a view to gleaning
more information about the design. I'll report back in a further
edition as well as (in colour) on the above website.

Wouldn't it be interesting to discover that way back in those days,
not long after the quashing of the ‘45 Jacobite rebellion, the
inhabitants of a wee village in central Scotland were having a
little nationalistic dig at the powers that be!

John McLaren

FRIENDS OF GARGUNNOCK ESTATE

After the recent storm, the estate and the paths are littered with
trees and branches. If you are interested in helping clear up the
mess and set a few hand warming bonfires going please note the
dates below.

February 26t, March 18, April 22", May 27t and June 24t

We meet at the rear of Gargunnock house at 10.30am. Please
bring a packed lunch, wear boots and gloves. Further information
from Willie or Fiona on 842538.

SNOWDROP FESTIVAL

Gargunnock House Gardens are again supporting the “Snowdrop
Festival” and will open daily from 11.00am till 3.00pm 15t February
to 15% March 2012. Admission is £3.00 and all monies will go to
the “Scotland’s Gardens” of which the Gargunnock Community
Centre is a major benefactor. Snowdrops will be for sale at the
plant stall behind Gargunnock House.

Willie Campbell, Estate Gardener

REMEMBER TO VOTE FOR A GARGUNNOCK FLAG BY 4TH FEBRUARY

They fell me it's for
Independence day

Seems the vofe
was splif |

COMMUNITY
CAROL
SINGING

The Community
Carol Singing,
comprising The
Gargoyles, a
sprinkling of
Songsters and a
variety of
enthusiastic
villagers, went
ahead on the
Wednesday
before Christmas, raising funds for the Ochil Mountain Rescue
Team and once again, we sang our socks off! The reason we
chose this charity is because one of the Ballikinrain boys from
Millmuir Farm, went missing in the spring last year and was
found dead in the hills behind the village having fallen. The
OMRT helped in the search for him so we thought it
appropriate that we support their work because you never
know when any one of us might be grateful that they exist.

We started singing at Watson House as usual and were warmed
through by the hospitality provided to “we poor wassailers a
wandering in the mire”! Mulled wine and mince pies were
gratefully wolfed down and then on to Gargunnock House
where we sang heartily for a family group mostly from
America. They plied us with a glass of bubbly, rude to refuse!
Next stop, Zoe's parents and again they came out and joined in
the singing whilst passing around more mulled wine and mince
pies! Zoe's granny, joined in the merriment too and as she is
from Cornwall we sang the Cornish Sans Day carol “the Holly
Bears a Berry” with extra gusto!

Then we sang in Main Street and Drummond Place. We had
one more scheduled mulled wine and mince pie stop at Helen
Hyland’s house before heading to sing in the Inn, where we
sang raucously then treated our tonsils to a small libation
before parting to collapse into bed, exhausted but happy!

It was great to have Crawford, Geoff, Alastair, Andy, the 2
Johns, and Neil to help Bruce swell the bass parts manfully!
Where are they when we need them at Songsters!

So we had a really good evening (hic) and managed to raise a
magnificent £270, which was added to the £130 raised by The
Gargoyles at Lomondshores and Stirling Christmas Farmers
Markets to give a total of £400 for a very good cause from all
you generous folk who kindly answered your door or invited us
in! It is always a lot of fun so why not try to come along and
join in next Christmas, or listen out for us in your area, open
your door and enjoy an old fashioned Christmas sing along.
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VILLAGE FLAG UPDATE

The Bugle is aware that there has been much comment and
discussion in the village recently about the proposed village flag
and wanted to find out more about it.

Bugle (B): The flag has certainly caused a lot of discussion
recently. How did the idea of a flag come about?

Answer (A): It all started when the Gala Committee applied for a
grant to buy a Gala flag and flag poles. The new Gala flag was
flown for the first time at the Gala last year and was such a
success that the Football Club showed an interest in having one for
themselves, as did the Flower Show and the Gargunnock
Agricultural Show. With such interest being shown, a flag for the
Village seemed to be a logical extension to this. We had also
received several comments on which flag we should be flying
(some people thought that flying the Saltire was a political
statement) and we felt that having our own Gargunnock flag
would be a unifying symbol.

B: It's maybe an obvious question but why is the Saltire
flying just now?

A: It's quite simple really. It is Scotland's flag and we are in
Scotland. There are no ulterior motives, politically or racially.

B: So it's really a Gala responsibility then?

A: It was felt that this had escalated beyond simply the Gala. A
presentation was made to a meeting of the Community Council on
6th September 2011, when the councillors gave the project their
full support. It was also discussed at the Community Trust Open
Meeting on Thursday 15th September.

B: So who is involved in the process now?

A: 3 of the Gala committee who had shown interest in the idea
have continued the process, along with representation from the
Community Council and the Trust.

B: How was the design chosen then?

A: It was essential to get as much input from all the Village as
possible. The process has been going on since September when
people in the village were asked to contribute ideas. Various ideas
and suggestions were put forward from a dozen or so interested
parties. These ideas were coordinated and put to an independent
design consultant. The consultant has experience in designing
flags and was able to guide us in what was possible and
reasonable to show on a flag. Following various ideas from him,
and meetings to discuss them, the present designs were agreed.

B: What ideas were put to the designer?

A: Overwhelmingly the Drum and the Bugle were seen to be
absolutely essential. The bridge is a strong element and this is
represented in the arch shape at the top of the design. Other
features of the Village are the Church and the streetscape, both of
which are shown. Some contributors suggested other items for
inclusion e.g the waterfall, a rainbow etc, but our designer
recommended that a flag should not be too complicated. Most
flags from around the world are simple designs which have
become recognisable symbols of their countries.

B: Two of the designs are fairly modern with the third one
more traditional with a heraldic shield.

A: Yes, that was deliberate as some people want the flag to show
our heritage while others want it to represent where we are now
and looking to the future.

Gargunnock Parent Council are looking for
donations of good quality children and adult
books. Please drop off any donations to Hilary
Flett, 7 The Glebe, Carolyn Dickson, Duart Moray
Place or Sally Park, 42 Drummond Place

B: The designs are very similar. Why couldn’t we be given a
broader choice?

A: We would have liked to have given everyone several very
different options but we were aware that this has to be paid for.
We took the responsibility for determining what was the best parts
of several designs and asked for them to be incorporated into the
main design we have just now. The cost and time implications we
felt would be too onerous and could not be justified.

B: OK, that's the design but what about the colours?

A: The colours of maroon and skyblue were chosen as we were
told that they have been Village colours for a long time and it
seemed reasonable to continue the theme. It is unfortunate that
print limitations do not show them at their best - it is better to
look at them online but even then they do not come over as the
colours we were shown. They are in reality much brighter and
sharper. Our designer recommended we stick to 2 colours as to
introduce additional ones would only complicate the design further
and, of course, would incur considerable additional expense when
the flag is being printed.

B: Talking of expense, how is all this being funded?

A: Frankly, funds are not in place yet but it is possible to obtain a
grant from the Stirling Council Community Pride Fund.

B: Did everyone get an opportunity to take part in this
process?

A: This has been going on since September last year. Mention was
made in the Community Council minutes and Community Trust. A
notice was displayed on the notice board for a number of weeks,
also an item was in the Bugle thanking those who had submitted
ideas. Information has been on the Gargunnock website and been
in the Stirling Observer. So it has certainly been publicised for
interested people to access information.

B: Not all deadlines and dates have been adhered to
though, have they?

A: That's true. Because of the complexity of the process, arranging
meetings with the designer etc, it was not possible to meet the
end of year deadlines we had set ourselves and it was not right to
rush things over the busy December period. A notice was put on
the board informing of the delay. In addition, the deadline for
voting purposes has been extended to 4th February in response to
some comments that not everyone had an opportunity to vote.

B: So what's next?

A: Well, after 4th February the votes (on-line and in the shop) will
be counted and assuming that there will be a definite "winner" a
flag will be printed and a date set for the formal inauguration
raising. It is the intention that the Village flag will be the one
which will generally fly at the Square (interspersed, of course, with
the international ones which will fly at the appropriate time).

B: Any other comments you would want to make?

A: Yes. Just to say that this is a VILLAGE flag and pole and the
village should participate in making the most of it. For example if
you have a date you wish a particular flag to be flying, let the
Bugle know. Perhaps you have friends or relations coming from
abroad to visit the village, then perhaps their country's flag could
be raised to make them welcome.

Also, on a more sombre note, if there is a funeral in the village the
flag could be flown at half mast. But any of this can only be done
if details are known - just contact the Bugle

B: Thank you for answering these questions.
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HOODWINKED P4-7 PANTO GARGUNNOCK PRIMARY 19th JANUARY 2012
The lights went down, our hall was packed with an eager audience and after weeks of practice ‘Hoodwinked’ was about to start...

Catherine Mitchell, P6 ... Back stage
me and my friends were chatting
nervously and eagerly, waiting for the hall
to fall silent and Miss Jarvis to come
through and get us into order for the first
scene of the performance. I was really
proud of my costume as I was one of the
five Maid Marian’s ladies along with Maisie
Ferguson, Hana MacCrae, Courteney
Fleming, Lorna Farquhar and Evie Gulland.
I was really frightened when we were
singing our song ‘We are Maid Marian’s
ladies’ but in the end it all ended well and
the audience seemed to laugh at the right
parts, so altogether, I want to do it again!

Charlie McLean, P6 ... The first people
went out, it was getting close to my part,
my heart started to beat madly, I was so
nervous. When we were doing the first
song somebody put it on too early, we
were standing still, looking at the audience
not singing. But in the end it all went
well. I was so glad that it was over!

Lorna Farquhar, P6 ... I sat and stared
at Miss Jarvis waiting for my cue to walk
on stage. When I was lining up about to
go on stage I took a deep breath and told
myself that it was going to be okay. When
I walked on stage I saw a massive
audience cheering, and it was then that I
wondered to myself was it actually going
to be okay?

Catherine MacLeod, P6 ... I was playing
the role of Maid Marian and I had six
ladies that followed me everywhere I
went. I wore a pink and red dress and a
head-dress. I had to learn loads of lines
and I learned them just in time. The show
had lots of hiccups, but when the audience
realised they laughed. Robin Hood was
Kirsty Vass Payne, she was really good.
We made the props with Mr Webster, and
then Hanna Anthony and Morven
Greenlees were the people who brought
them on when the lights were dimmed.
Overall it was a great night and I could do
it again any day.

Angus Bain, P7 ..I was a Friar, not Friar
Tuck, but a Friar. We waited for a while
and then we were called for the first sing
song, but nobody sang. Fail, I thought as
we went off after the song. Twenty
minutes of waiting and finally I was called
up, I felt scared but confident at the same
time. I did my part and we sang our song
and it went off, brilliant! I loved the
performance and would love to do it again.

Harvey Pizey, P7 ... 1 was a Merry Man
and Friar Tuck so I was on in the first
scene. We were all so nervous at first but
it just seemed to go past so quickly.
Before the performance we had our photos
taken. The show was a complete success
and everyone had great fun.

Maisie Ferguson, P7 ... When we first
went on to sing the first song I realised
how busy it was. I was really nervous at
the start, and then I started to enjoy it. I
was one of Maid Marian’s ladies and I had
only a few lines to say so I wasn't too
nervous. The whole performance was very
good and professional and I enjoyed it
very much.

Duncan Scott, P6 ... Back stage Mrs
Starrs and Miss Jarvis told us to keep quiet
and to do our best. The lights dimmed
and people lined up at the door. We were
to begin. After we had the party and
everyone cheered as we went off the
stage. Mr Black was saying thank you to
Mrs Starrs and Miss Jarvis and also thank
you to the parents for the costumes

Courteney Fleming, P6 ... I'm
Courteney and in our panto I was acting
‘Helen’ one of Maid Marian’s ladies. I
didn’t have a very big part, only four lines
but I was nervous all the same. In one of
the scenes I forgot to go on but
fortunately I didn’t have any lines in that
scene. The rest of the panto went well
and I enjoyed it. All the practices were
worth it!

%
-
«

( "Fascia Fitness with the Foam RoIIer“
Saturday 25th February
2-4 pm in Stirling

£20
-, For booking information please call
~Q\k S Kirsty on 07777 646 546 or
\_ email improvewith@yahoo.co.uk )

Kirsty Vass Payne, P7 ... Molly (the
Lady) finished off and it was my turn,
running onto stage with my Merry Men to
say “Good morrow to you”, “Get that bag
of jewels”, say a joke about the teacher’s
coffee and cake fund and get off stage and
into the apprehension of backstage. The
panto went smoothly after that (except a
song starting too soon) and I won Maid
Marian’s hand and got informed by my
friend in the audience they would sing
those songs for a long time.

Anna MaclLachlan, P6 ... T knew I would
get nervous but not so much that my
knees would shak!e! Suddenly Miss Jarvis
whispered, “Villagers come and line up”.
Soon we were on and it was going great,
everyone was amazing, no-one forgot
their lines. It had all been going in a
flash. Then the massive applause, we had
done it. It was the best it could have
gone.

Dylan McGowan, P7 ... I stood still, kept
my confidence and said what I had to say.
The audience could tell I was nervous but
my parents were there to support me and
I was happy about that.

Hazel Bovill, P7 ...I sat at the back of the
classroom waiting for the show to start. I
was glad that all those practices were
finally over, but I was worried as my Mum,
Dad, Nan and sister were sitting in the
audience. As I went on the stage,
however, I knew everything was going to
be fine, and it was!

Morven Greenlees, P6 ... I was very
nervous but very excited at the same
time. I wasn’t on until half way, but when
the time came it was great. I was the
Announcer and Props Master and I think
my part went quite well! My Mum and
Dad were very proud and I got quite a few
laughs - hopefully for the right reasons.

J Kerr Gardening Services are
offering a drive-way and path

clearing service for any customer

that requires their property
cleared of snow.
Please call 01786 815590

RAINBOWS:

After 8 years of Rainbows Helen and I are now stepping down from our positions and
will be finishing running the unit in June.

Do you have any pictures, letters or stories.
You may like to advertise in The Bugle.
If so, please email bugle@gargunnock.com
or hand them into
Maitland, 38 McNeill Crescent
Douglas, 2 Mclarens Park or
Jackie, 2 The Glebe.

Ian Fraser photo on page 1 by John McLaren

We would of course love Rainbows to continue in the village and would welcome
anyone to join us at any meeting to see what is involved.

We have thoroughly enjoyed our Rainbow years but due to our own family
commitments feel it is time to move on.

Nichola 860536
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