
COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE 

The aim to secure ownership and funding to develop the 
Community Centre continues despite the disappointments of 
2010 when our rejected application to the Scottish 
Government’s Rural Priorities Scheme added to the previous 
failure to secure Lottery Funding. Both these funding routes 
were targeted as they could have provided the significant 
funds required for the development of the Centre as set out in 
the plans agreed with the Council for the transfer of ownership 
of the Centre to the Gargunnock Community Trust. 

With further avenues for such significant funding becoming 
limited the Trust discussed the option to scale back the plans 
for the Community Centre and look to secure a more phased 
development over the next five years. 

With secured funding of over £135,000 the decision was to 
give fundraising one more push through the early part of 2011 
to try and double this which would allow the Centre to be 
partly refurbished along the desired ideas but still substantially 
improve the facilities.

A revised Business Plan demonstrating how the Community 
Centre could still be self-financing over the next 25 years 
based on the new plans was also drawn up and submitted to 
Leader+ for funding in early January 2011. Other funding 
avenues such as the Climate Challenge Fund will also be 
pursued over the next few months. 

The decision to seek a smaller development of the Centre and 
the failure to secure Lottery and Rural Priorities Funding was 
also conveyed to Stirling Council as the previous agreement in 
2008 to transfer ownership of the Centre to the Trust was 
dependent on these additional monies being raised, as well as 
the delivery of the original Business Plan. 

The Trust put it to the Council that ownership of the Centre 
was still key to the on-going future of the Centre regardless of 
the level of funding being attracted and asked that the Council 
review its position and start the process of transfer. 
Unfortunately the Council advised us that although they were 
still sympathetic about the desire to transfer, the Trust would 
have to re-submit a revised business plan which would then 
have to be reviewed by the full Council before any new 
decision could be reached. 

The Trust and the Council did however agree to work together 
on the submission of the revised Business Plan to the full 
Council in February or March this year. 

The Trust would like to thank once again the hard work of 
Douglas Johnstone and Douglas Coupethwaite for all of their 
help in the fundraising efforts to date as well as the various 
groups and individuals who continue to donate and contribute 
to the development of the Centre.  And on this note the Trust 
would like to (belatedly) mention Billy Mitchell of Drummond 
Place who donated his ‘fee’ for volunteering as a marshal on 
the Caledonian Challenge last year to the Refurbishment 
Funds. Thanks Billy. 

Further news on progress will hopefully be available in the next 
Bugle. 

!

Magazine for Gargunnock
and the surrounding area

Email - bugle@gargunnock.com
Phone no - 01786 860761                 

  The      

Bugle
Issue 13

January 2011

GARGUNNOCK LEADS NATIONAL CELEBRATIONS - 
Hundreds turn up for New Year at the Square

We told you in the last Bugle about what we thought might happen 
on Hogmanay and we're delighted to report that it did, albeit just a 
wee bit early.

In the final 15 minutes of the Old Year, people were appearing 
from, literally, all directions to gather at the Square. It wasn't 
possible to count, but this was the biggest crowd yet.

Someone was heard to say “this is just like a scene from a movie”, 
but we weren't able to find out which movie they were thinking 
about.

Now, many of you will be aware that Gargunnock sometimes 
operates in a wee time zone all of its own and so it was at 
Hogmanay.................... The Church Bell started to ring so the 
pyrotechnics specialist, who we agreed not to identify, but lives in 
Burnside Cottage, thought it must be time to light up. The matches 
worked first time (he's fairly getting the hang of it) but all these 
fireworks going off caused some concern at the Square, where folk 
reckoned it was only 11.58.

By the time the M.C. ( MC get it ?) had decided which wrist he was 
wearing his watch on, it was as near as makes no difference and 
the countdown began ............... Happy New Year !!

It's a real pleasure to be able to greet your friends in such numbers 
and the happy atmosphere was certainly added to by Fiona 
Johnston and her accordion, David Farquhar with his guitar singing 
songs we all knew and Euan McCabe perched on the bridge parapet 
fire eating.

We've heard from quite a few visitors that they wished something 
similar happened where they lived: it's nice to feel that people 
have enjoyed themselves.

We thank everyone for making it such a memorable gathering and 
look forward to the next time when we will have synchronised our 
watches.

!

The theme for this years Gala is AROUND THE WORLD, so get your 
thinking caps on for your fancy dress costumes. 

Save the Date: - Saturday 18th June

mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
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BLAIRDRUMMOND SAWMILL

HARDWOOD & SOFTWOOD
LOGS FOR SALE

SOLD BY THE BAG 
OR TRANSIT LOAD

WE ARE JUST OFF THE 
THORNHILL JUNCTION A873
LOGS SOLD ALL YEAR ROUND

Tel: 01786 841 580
Mobile: 077325 63106

Save The Date 
23rd Jan  Working on Gargunnock House gardens
1st Feb  Kirk Lane Fellowship
2nd Feb  Bite & Blether
16th Feb  Bite & Blether
18th Feb  Musical Evening in Church
1st March Kirk Lane Fellowship
2nd March Bite & Blether
16th March Bite & Blether
26th March Daffodil Tea
18th June Gala & BBQ

‘THANK YOU’ NOTES SENT TO THE BUGLE
COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING
Many thanks to all who helped to raise the fantastic sum of 
£189.03 for the RNLI on Tuesday 21st December by Carol Singing 
at Watson House, Gargunnock House, around the village and the 
Inn. Thanks to those who provided us with very welcome mulled 
wine to keep the singing sweet!

VILLAGE SHOP
The people in our village would like to say “Many Thanks” to Carol 
and her staff for keeping the village shop open and well stocked 
over the period when the weather was so bad.  We really 
appreciated being able to still pop into our local shop and not find 
empty shelves.

CHRISTMAS VOUCHERS
Thanks to all involved with the Senior Citizens Christmas Vouchers. 
We are so lucky to live in a village and feel appreciated.

GARGUNNOCK CHRISTMAS TREE & LIGHTS
Your dark winter evenings have been brightened up by a bit of 
seasonal decorations - Stevie donated the tree again (even putting 
that delivery on priority after bad weather made cutting impossible 
for a while), the Kings kindly let us use their power supply for our 
lights and Ed and Lovat manfully battled freezing weather, snow, 
ice, fog and frozen-up water troughs to get that tree up in time for 
Christmas. A decent cup of coffee was enjoyed by all afterwards 
and maybe even a mince pie. Well done everyone.

AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB FOR GARGUNNOCK?

After-school clubs have become increasingly popular in recent 
years and many can be found across the Stirling Council area.  
They allow flexibility for working parents who struggle to get home 
for 3.15pm while providing a safe place for children to play with 
their friends, try new activities, or perhaps just sit and read a book.  
There currently isn’t a facility like this available for primary school 
children in Gargunnock and after raising the subject at the Parent 
Council AGM I agreed to carry out some research to see if it would 
be feasible.  The results were positive and 12 families (representing 
18 children) indicated in the survey that they would be willing to 
commit to using a club regularly.  A similar number of parents 
suggested they may consider using a club in the future, once it has 
become established.  Based on these numbers the after-school 
clubs advisor at Stirling Council said it was worth pursuing to the 
next stage.

We have identified the drop-in centre at the Community Centre as 
a possible venue. Since its refurbishment the drop-in centre has 
become a lovely space and its size would be ideal for our needs 
(with plenty of outdoor play-space too).   Angus Black has 
indicated that it wouldn’t be appropriate for us to use the school 
premises as many teachers use the time after the children have 
gone home to prepare for the next day (it is also booked by other 
user-groups some evenings after school).  

The after-school club is likely be run as a not-for-profit community 
enterprise and I am currently in the process of finding out exactly 
how other after-school clubs operate in order that we don’t leap 
into this without being confident that it will work.  There would be a 
charge per child per session and this would cover staffing costs. 

It would operate from 3.15pm until 6pm or later on weekdays and 
we would be looking for staff with either the relevant SVQ 
qualifications (or similar as there are “bridging” courses available) 
or a desire to work towards them.  We may also be able to utilise a 
couple of willing volunteers for e.g. older school children looking for 
some work-experience in childcare or working towards a Duke Of 
Edinburgh Award.    

Part of my motivation for writing this article is to keep people 
up-to-date with what’s happening, particularly those parents 
who’ve expressed a desire to see a club up and running as soon as 
possible, but also to inform others in the village who aren’t directly 
connected with the school.  Next steps are to form a committee, 
begin the process of applying for start-up funding and completing a 
Care Commission registration form. If you would like to find out 
more about the after-school club or would like to express an 
interest in getting involved please feel free to email me at 
joanne@cdallas.fsnet.co.uk 

Jo Dallas

The oldest resident in our village, Mrs. Mary Quinn died recently at 
the age of 94.  There are still a few of us who, like Mrs. Quinn, were 
born and brought up in the village and knew her well as we grew 
up.  In her time she took part in many village activities.  

Our sympathy goes to her family.  Her daughter, Mrs. Violet Bonner 
has asked that her thanks be passed to those who very kindly 
expressed their sympathy to the family at this time which is very 
much appreciated.

Johan Mailer

Did You Know?: January: first month of the Gregorian calendar, 
named after Janus the Roman god of all beginnings. March used 
to be the first month of the Roman year but was replaced by 
January around 150BC.

mailto:joanne@cdallas.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:joanne@cdallas.fsnet.co.uk
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Free Local Deliveries now
available. 
NOW NO MINIMUM SPEND! 
(same day delivery when 
possible).  Call shop on 860703

New Fruit & Vegetable Supplier!
Market prices and better range 

now available

We always aim to support local 
suppliers, bringing them to you.

Your Local Convenience Store and more ................

01786 860 703
www.GargunnockVillageStore.com

Open 7 Days

Gargunnock Village Store

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT

Where would Gargunnock be without its annual Christmas Carol 
Concert?  Performances apart, it’s an opportunity to see real 
people, local people, that you know at least by sight, giving their 
all to entertain you on a cold winter’s night.  It’s also an 
opportunity, during the interval, helped on by a glass of delicious 
mulled wine and a Christmas pie, for the audience to mingle and 
renew acquaintances.  The end result of all this is that afterwards 
as you make your way home your feel-good factor will have been 
increased noticeably.

Considering the very wintry weather, attendance held up pretty 
well and the audience were treated to some excellent singing, 
playing and comedy plus of course David/Callum Farquhar and 
Anne Muirhead’s efforts in the background producing the 
aforementioned mulled wine & Christmas pies

The format was similar to that in previous years.  The Gargunnock 
Songsters, under the able leadership of Samantha Horne and with 
Johan Mailer on keyboard, provided a framework from which to 
hang the other acts.  The Gargoyles for instance are an offshoot 
of five singers doing their own unique performances, notably of 
“Tar Barrel in Dale.”  Another Songster, Jeanette Wilson, gave us 
one of her own poems called “Christmas Treasures” and Morag 
Ferrier soloed with “When a Child is Born.”  Bridget Scott (dare I 
say Gargunnock’s version of Joyce Grenfell) updated us with her 
annual “Tales from the Bothy” in a most entertaining and 
informative manner.

A welcome return to singing in the Centre was provided by newly 
retired John Smellie who performed “The Lord’s my Shepherd” 
and “Bless this House” and Samantha eventually put down her 
baton, fired up her Ipod for backing and gave us an energetic 
performance of, appropriately enough, “Let it Snow, Let it Snow, 
Let it Snow…”   Ruaraidh Scot also did a polished instrumental 
spot.

Comedy was there in good measure too with Rev. Ian Fraser’s 
version of Rev I.M. Jolly but what would any village concert be 
without the inimitable contributions from erstwhile village 
shopkeeper/Santa/ compere, Maitland Clark, who had us all in 
stitches as usual with his backwards version of “How much is that 
Doggy in the Window?”  Helen Rowell assisted him in an earlier 
skit as one of Santa’s Reindeer.  I mustn’t forget either the 
audience’s contribution in joyfully singing the Carols, especially 
that final, fun and action-filled “Twelve Days of Christmas.”

Douglas Johnston, chair of the Centre Committee gave a vote of 
thanks that the sum of money raised.

As I said at the start, anyone who took the trouble to tear 
themselves away from their HDTV’s that night and brave the 
elements on their way to and from the concert were rewarded in 
multiple ways.  In enjoying seeing fellow villagers (and those  
from further afield) doing their level best to entertain them, in 
having a bit of enjoyable contact with friends and acquaintances 
and in having their feel-good factor considerably enhanced.  Long 
may the Concerts continue.  

Oh, and it was all in the highest of high definition too!
John McLaren

GARGUNNOCK SENIOR CITIZENS’ 
CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Scottish Places 
Quiz in November.  It was won by Mrs. M McEachen from up in 
Arisaig but there were 9 correct answer sheets so well done to 
the other 8.   Look out for the next quiz which will be on 
“Quotations” this time and will be available from the usual 
outlets at the end of February.

http://www.GargunnockVillageStore.com
http://www.GargunnockVillageStore.com
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Extract from The Herald on Jan 3rd by Ron Ferguson

Another writer friend of mine who has passed his 90th milestone, 
Dr Ian Fraser, has also produced another book. Titled A 
Storehouse of Kingdom Things (published by Wild Goose 
publications), it is a collection of his articles and essays. A 
pioneering Church of Scotland minister, Ian – now 92 and the 
subject of an hour-long interview with Sally Magnusson on BBC 
Radio Scotland yesterday – is the author of several books.

Ian’s radical thinking and clarity of style – he is a poet as well as 
a prose writer – are evident in his new book. Commenting on the 
financial meltdown in 2008, he writes: “At root there is evidence 
of a primitivistic trust in magic – the market being treated as if it 
were like a self-righting lifeboat. There is trust in unregenerate 
human nature – as if the creativity which can lead to imaginative 
initiatives would be held back by accountability and regulation 
and should be allowed to proceed unfettered … Men and women 
in bespoke suits and costumes grabbed for loot with velvet 
gloves, destabilising society and making life precarious for 
millions. Biblically this is called robbery. Biblically we reap what 
we sow.”

On the subject of the rise of fundamentalism he writes: “The 
fundamentalist position professes to honour God, whereas 
actually it represents a human search for a security which neither 
human beings nor God can gainsay. Jesus said it is the Spirit who 
must be turned to in order to lead us to the truth. The Spirit does 
not produce iron-clad forms for understanding God’s will and 
living God’s way which guarantee divine approval at the end of 
the day. We are to live by faith, not sight.”

According to the Department of Work and Pensions, more than 
10 million people living in Britain today will reach their 100th 
birthday. As we enter a new and troubled decade, the tendency is 
to look towards the vitality of youth to lead us out of the various 
personal and political crises that afflict us. Maybe we should also 
look to vital old age for the hard-won insights of those who have 
knocked around the world, and know the difference between 
information and wisdom.

Published with permission from Rev Dr Ian Fraser

BITE & BLETHER

Elizabeth and Jane are pleased to report 
that the Bite & Blether tea room has so 
far raised in excess of £1600 for 
community centre funds. This is a 
tremendous total and we are grateful to 
everyone who has come along and 
supported our village tea room.

Our soup and bread lunches, teas, coffees and home baking have 
all been very popular and, during lunch times, often every table 
is taken. We would not want to send anyone away so we are 
looking into refurbishing the doctors’ surgery to make it suitable 
for overflow seating and tables. We are hopeful to progress this 
over the next couple of months.

Meantime, to capitalise on our peak business times, we are 
changing our opening hours for the spring, with immediate effect, 
to 11.30 until 3.15.

We hope to see you on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of every 
month in the Community Centre.  We do not plan to close for the 
Feb week or during the school Easter week so upcoming dates 
are Feb 2nd & 16th, March 2nd & 16th, April 6th & 20th, May 4th 
& 18th. 

Elizabeth and Jane

DAFFODIL TEA

The annual Daffodil Tea that raises funds for Gargunnock Senior 
Citizens will be on Saturday 26th March. Please put the date in 
your diary. Look out for notices in the village nearer the time, 
giving more details.

!

GARGUNNOCK SONGSTERS by Rev Dr Ian Fraser
Gargunnock Songsters leave their home

tae gie the punters pleasure;
though modesty’s their middle name

they’re gifted past all measure.
The angels call their harmonies

a glorious confection,
and God Hersel, though hard tae please

admits they are perfection

The Queen said ‘Scots hae a’ the fun
the Songsters aye excelling,

I’ve half a mind - aye mair than half
tae up and change my dwelling.

I’ve served my country lang and weel
I’ll seek the shire o’ Wallace:

for a Gargunnock cooncil hoose
I’d blithely swap my palace

Sae, leave behind your daily cares -
wi’ worries a’ suspended

just gie attention tae this fare
rare voices, rarely blended:

kick aff your boots, let doon your hair
gie senses full employment

for noo’s the time the Songster’s care
is simply your enjoyment

PLAYGROUP AND TODDLER NEWS

Our fundraising night with GunnRock at the end of November 
was a great success. Everyone had a fantastic time and we 
managed to raise £895.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the band for playing for us, Maitland for doing the bar, 
Jane and the committee for making the event happen and a very 
big thank you to everyone who came along and supported us.  

The new Phoenix cards catalogue is out now if you would like one 
please contact me.  We are also going to do a car-boot sale soon 
and would be grateful for any unwanted Christmas presents or 
other items that we could sell.  Playgroup are also on the lookout 
for any old gym shoes for the children to wear indoors.  

Playgroup relies on fundraising to keep going so your generosity 
is really appreciated. Contact me for more details about 
Playgroup on 860208, or Shona (860404). for more details on 
Toddlers.  Thank you very much for your ongoing support. 

Morna Tinto, Chair

THE GARGUNNOCK SONGSTERS

In spite of the dreadful weather throughout December, the 
Songsters - or most of us - managed to get along to the 
practices.

We all enjoyed the wide variety of entertainment which had been 
drawn together for the Carol Concert  -  Santa Maitland was, as 
always, a star.  He was ably supported by the various artistes, 
and all present had a fun-filled evening.  The proceeds made 
going to the fund-raising appeal for the Community Centre,  and 
we were glad to be able to offer our support for this community 
event.  Numbers seemed slightly down, but considering weather 
conditions it was good to see so many people present.

However, the Christmas Music is filed away, and we have already 
started on the music for our 2011 Spring Show.

Base and Tenor voices are, as always, required, so don’t be shy, 
come along on Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. where you will find us 
somewhere within the Community Centre.

JANETTE WILSON, Secretary
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CENTRAL SCOTLAND RAPE CRISIS  

& SEXUAL ABUSE CENTRE 

Central Scotland Rape Crisis & Sexual Abuse Centre exists to 
provide a free and confidential service of emotional support and 

practical information on legal and medical issues to survivors who 
have experienced Rape, Sexual Assault or Child Sexual Abuse, 

throughout Central Scotland. Our telephone Helpline is staffed 
by trained volunteers and offers long or short-term support by  

e-mail, letter, telephone or face to face counselling. We also 

support friends and families. 

We also deliver training, talks and presentations on all aspects of 

sexual violation to professionals and other interested bodies. 

!"#"$%&'"()"#$#*'"('+,-"./(01234(521221(

!+"678"96(11:,(;(1$,<((!%+.6(2$,(;(=$,((>+'9:?(1$,(;(@$,(

Email – csrcc@ic24.net 
Web site – www.rapecrisiscentralscotland.co.uk 
!

Or write to: P.O. Box 48, Stirling, FK8 1YG or  P.O. Box 28, 
Falkirk, FK1 1AA 

!

GARGUNNOCK PARISH CHURCH

Christmas Appeal

A big thank you to all who donated towards our Christmas Appeal 
for START-UP, Stirling, the local charity which helps the homeless in 
the area.  107 items of food, toiletries, cleaning materials and 51 
items of crockery were uplifted by the charity along with a cheque 
for £167 – the proceeds of the Retiring Offering at the Family 
Christmas Service and the Watchnight Service.  Mr John McRitchie, 
the chairperson, expressed his sincere thanks for such a generous 
gift.   

Vacancy Cover

Rev. Ray Gaston, our Locum Tenens for the last nine months, has 
left to take up a position with Perth Presbytery.  The Kirk Session is 
grateful for all he has done during his time with us – leading 
weekly worship, school assemblies and end of term services; 
pastoral visits to members, the sick and elderly within the parish; 
giving helpful advice and encouragement as an onlooker to the 
charge.  Those who have had contact with Ray have expressed 
their appreciation of his inspirational ministry.  We will certainly 
miss him but wish him well in his new position.

Although we have no Locum Tenens at present the Interim 
Moderator, Rev. Calum Jack, has arranged pulpit supply cover from 
now until Easter Sunday – 24th April, and Rev. Douglas Murray will 
continue as our Pastoral Assistant.  To organise a pastoral visit 
please contact the Session Clerk, Audrey Birrell on 860321.

Weekly Worship

All services are at 11.30am, with activities for the children and all 
are most welcome to come along.  Please contact Johan Mailer on 
860313 if you require transport to the church.

Your support for the local Church of Scotland would be much 
appreciated in this time of vacancy.

Special Event:

Musical Evening on Friday 18th February, at 7.30pm in the Church   
- see the enclosed flyer for details.   

KIRK LANE FELLOWSHIP

Two forthcoming meetings of our fellowship.

1st February at 7:30pm – In Ross Anderson Room of our church 
when Lady Diana Younger will tell us of her life as the wife of a 
member of Parliament.    

1st March at 7:30pm – In church Rev. Ray Gaston’s title for his 
visit with us is ‘Midwinter Music and Memories’.    

Both of these evenings we’re sure will be very worthwhile 
attending and we look forward to meeting you then.

SANTA’S SACK OF SONGS

Despite the cold weather there was a good turnout for the 
concert held at Gargunnock Primary School on Wednesday 22nd 
December, with performances provided by various kids from the 
village.

Turn-out from the performers was impacted by the bug working 
its way through the village which resulted in the schedule being 
altered even as the show was taking place.  The crowd was kept 
entertained though by Santa (of the many hats) with his 
repertoire of jokes and elvish helpers. 

Many thanks to all the performers for their hard work in 
preparation for this event. A good night was had by all and the 
raffle raised £164 for Parent Council funds. Playgroup also 
provided welcome refreshments at the interval, raising £35.90 
for the Playgroup.

Luckily Santa was not impacted by the bug and managed to 
keep his appointment with the village children a few nights later. 
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GARGUNNOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL

P2/3 have been learning about the Romans and the Celts.  Hanna 
Anthony P3, and Neo Klemer P2, wrote these fantastic newspaper 
articles reporting about live Gladiatorial fights from the stadium.

Ave Caesar Morituri Te Salutant!

Just when the lions came out of the cage I shook and pulled my 
sword out.  I started to run “Ahhh!” “Ha run”.  I felt confident and 
I killed a lion.  “One dead three to go”.  Then one of my friends 
died.  I killed a lion “two dead one to go”.  One of my friends 
killed a lion, then the last lion killed my friend and it was just me 
and the lion.  I came and I killed the lion.

Neo Klemer P2

The Amazing Gladiator Fight – Julius and the Big Cat

The arena was set.  The Gladiator was in the middle.  He was so 
scared waiting for the cage to open and the drooling lion to come 
out.  The Gladiator picked up his sword and went towards the 
powerful lion trembling with fear.  He swung but missed.  The lion 
growled and bit an arm off.  Julius fell to his death as blood 
gushed out and the lion was done.

Hanna Anthony P3

Last term Primary 2/3 were learning about Romans and Celts and 
how they lived in those times.  Here are some interesting facts.  
Romans never left the table. Celts sometimes fought bare naked!  
Celts also painted themselves in blue woad. The Romans wanted 
to take over the woad!

This term our new topic is India.  It is far more interesting than 
you think.  For our topic we created Indian families.  We had to 
think of Indian names and surnames and family members.  We 
had to decide what we did for a living.  We are learning lots of 
new things about India.  We know about the colours of the Indian 
flag.  The colours of the flag are orange, green, white and a blue 
wheel representing Buddhists.  We will tell you what they 
mean .The orange represents Hindus, the white represents peace, 
the green represents the Muslims and the blue wheel in the 
middle of the flag represents the Buddhists. The flag was 
designed in 1947 in a hope that theses people could live in 
harmony together.  

By Julia Anderson & Madeleine Jones (P3)

A CHICKEN’S TALE

As John Lennon said, ‘life is what happens to you while you are 
busy making other plans!’

We have kept hens for many years, and knowing this,  in 
September last year a fellow villager offered us a very pretty 
young hen which for valid reasons he could no longer keep. She 
quickly settled in with our own hens and all seemed well with the 
world – or so we thought!  By Christmas her tail started getting 
longer, her head bigger, and no doubt in the festive mood, 
showing amorous intent to her feathered friends. By New Year we 
realised our hen had become a handsome cockerel – it does 
happen! 

As we have never wanted fertilised eggs, and have never kept a 
cockerel, immediate plans were made to find him a new home. 
This we successfully did, although due to the snow and ice early in 
the year, he had to stay a few days longer than intended and 
finally departed in mid -January.

The day before he was due to go there was a knock at the door 
and there stood a smartly dressed gentleman, clutching a clip-
board and waving an identity card. His first words were,  “Do you 
keep hens?”  Naively thinking that he might have wanted to buy 
half a dozen of our best free range eggs (excellent for lemon 
curd), it soon transpired that this was not the case. No!....he was 
from Stirling District Environmental Services, who had received a 
complaint from ‘a village resident whose young children were 
being woken early by the crowing of a cockerel’. 

Slowly realising this wasn’t a wind-up arranged by a friend 
renowned for his pranks, we advised the Official that the bird in 
question, if it was ours, was being relocated the very next day. His 
initial slight embarrassment at having to investigate this complaint 
in a country village where cockerels have been a part of rural life 
for centuries (there are several still living in the village), finished 
on a friendly note despite the inevitable form filling. He did 
wonder why we wished to part with such a handsome bird.  
Unfortunately we had no eggs to spare!

We were left feeling firstly annoyed, then only saddened by the 
fact that an unknown neighbour hadn’t the courtesy to speak to 
us before firing off their official complaint.

Ironically the only winner in this sorry saga is our feathered pal 
who is now living at the Auchengarrich Wild Life Park, where he is 
to be an active player in their chick breeding programme.

So, anyone wishing to see him in all his newly fledged finery will 
now have to pay an entrance fee for the pleasure! 

Eric and Alice Dempster
'GOT TO DANCE' SUCCESS!

Eilidh McRae from The Glebe along with 8 other dancers from The 
Dance Connection in Callander took part in the auditions for 
Sky1's Got To Dance and made the shortlist for the live shows, 
performing a lyrical dance choreographed by Carla Duggan and 
Lindsay Simpson 

The group was chosen out of 3000 acts to go to the next round in 
front of judges: Pussycat Doll Kimberley Wyatt, Diversity's Ashley 
Banjo and tap supremo and movie star Adam Garcia.

They were awarded three gold stars from the judges, which 
earned them a place on the shortlist for the live shows. Wyatt 
said their dance was 'absolutely beautiful', Banjo said they were 
'technically good and had earned themselves a definite place on 
the shortlist' and Garcia said 'it was a wonderfully choreographed 
piece'. 

They narrowly missed out one of the 28 places on the live shows 
which will be screened in February and March but had such an 
amazing experience at their first ever audition. They have since 
been asked to dance at various events and are looking forward to 
going back to audition next year.

The Dance Connection holds classes in Doune, Callander and 
Aberfoyle for ages 2 1/2 t o adults. For information on classes 
please visit our website www.danceconnectiononline.co.uk or 
contact Carla on 07815146462.

THANK YOU FROM THE GARGUNNOCK VILLAGE STORE

Bad Weather - Carol and Lovat would like to extend a “big thank 
you” to all the team; Emma, Helen, Elaine and Liz for their 
commitment and tenacity during the weeks where the weather was 
severe and for making it into the shop despite severe road 
conditions. Particularly Elaine for her perilous journeys to 
Gargunnock from the Lake of Menteith in blizzard conditions to 
open the shop. Thanks also to the many customers who rolled up 
their sleeves and mucked in to give a hand – you know who you 
are!

December Wine Tasting - The recent wine tasting at the shop 
was a great success and was supported and enjoyed by a number 
of villagers. The vintner Nick Whyte gave an excellent description 
and colourful history of the wines and vineyards where the shop 
specially selects its wine. It ended up quite a party so look out for 
news on our next wine tasting date.

Team News - Carol would like to thank Emma Rock for all her 
sterling work in the shop over the past 4 years. Emma has left to 
pursue her career further afield from Gargunnock. The shop is 
delighted to welcome to the fold, Maitland Clark who has brought 
back his own wonderful form of humour to the store. Also, a warm 
welcome return to Pauline after the birth of her and Stevie’s 
gorgeous Isla. 

http://www.danceconnectiononline.co.uk/
http://www.danceconnectiononline.co.uk/
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The Villagers have this year raised the MAGNIFICENT sum of £1,158  for CHAS
WE  WOULD ALL LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE IN GARGUNNOCK

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND ALL THE VERY BEST FOR 2011

Thanks to everyone who is listed below for their generous donations

!
!

JONATHAN, CORINNE, EMILY & JULIA ANDERSON

CHRIS, PAMELA, KIRSTIN, RORY & CAMERON ARMSTRONG

DOUGLAS, JANE, CALLUM, RORY, GREGOR & ANGUS BAIN

ALI, STEVE, CHARLIE & EVA BECK

JILL BELL

HENK, SUE, ROMY & LUCA BERITS

ROBERT, SHEENA, MERRAN & COLLUM BLACKWOOD

HUGH, VIOLET & MARTIN BONNER 

KATE, ROWAN, HAZEL & JASPER BOVILL

KEVIN, JANENE, HOPE & NIAMH BRODIE

GAVIN, GILLIAN, AMY & CHLOE BRUCE

JACKIE, CHRIS & HEATHER CAMPBELL

ANDREW & JOYCE CHISHOLM

JOHN, DIANE & JULIE CHRISTIE

MAITLAND CLARK

BRUCE, ZOE, LUKE, ADAM & JOE CLAYSON

GEORGIE, CON & LORRAINE CONROY

GILL, STEVIE, STUART, ELAINE & ROSS CORRY

SCOTT, JULIE, ANDREW & ALEXANDER COUBROUGH

DOUGLAS & MOIRA COUPETHWAITE

BRYAN, SHONA, ELLA, DANIEL & LOUISE CRAWFORD

MARSHALL, JO, EVA & ANDREW DALLAS

ANNE DANDO

ERIC & ALICE DEMPSTER

GRAHAM, HELEN, RACHEL & CAMERON DINGLEY

KEITH & PAULINE DINGLEY

NORMAN, IONA, SUSAN & PETE DONALDSON

MAX & BARBARA DRUMMOND

MIKE, SUE, JAMIE, ANDREW & GREGOR FITCHES

HILARY, ANDY, MAX & ARCHIE FLETT

IAIN, JAINE, CARRA & EVIE GULLAND

JULIA, ALASTAIR, SARAH & BECKY HAY

ROWENA BUUME & TONY HEATH

RUSSELL, ELAINE, RHONA & LAUREN HENDRY

JANE, DOUGLAS, KYLE, HEATHER & LOGAN HOWIE

GRAHAM, HELEN, EILIDH & RODDY IRVINE

MRS I JENKINS

IAN & FIONA JOHNSTON

MARTIN, FIONA, KATIE, DAVID & EUAN JOHNSTONE

DAVID & ISOBEL KING

DUNCAN, KAREN, STEWART & MEGAN LEASK

CINDY, PETER, KIRSTY & MATT LEE

SANDRA, IAN, KATHERINE & HAMISH LEWIS 

GORDON, CLAIRE, ALEX & JAMES LINDSAY

ROBIN, ALISON & FINLAY LUNN

GORDON, HILARY, DUNCAN & SCOTT MacARTHUR

NEIL, CAROL, ROSS & FRASER MacSPORRAN

MIKE & ANNE MALONE & FAMILY

EDMUND, ELIZABETH & LOUISE MANSION

TOM, MAIRI, CAROLYN & FINLAY McEWAN

PAUL, CATH, CARA & KIERAN McGLYNN

GARY, JOANNE, DYLAN & AIDEN McGOWAN

LOVAT, CAROL, AMELIE & NINA McGREGOR

ALEX, JANE, GEMMA, ROSS & GORDON MILNE

BILLY, FIONA, HELEN, CATHERINE & ALISON MITCHELL

GREGOR MURDOCH

BARBARA, MAGNUS, GABRIEL & HANNAH NICOLSON

HUGH, JEAN & DAVID O’CONNOR

STUART, SHEENA, ROSIE & HANNAH OGG

BOYD, SALLY, SARAH & FRASER PARK

MORAG, JONATHAN, MATTHEW & ANGUS PARK

JILL PATRICK

VANESSA, DEREK, KATE, ANNA & BEN MACLACHLAN

KATE & GEOFF PEART

CHARLIE McALLISTER & TINA PEEK 

DAVID, CHRISTINE, CAMILLE & INNES PENMAN

TRISH, HECTOR, DARREN & ALISTAIR PETRIE

WENDY, MIKE, HARVEY & MOLLY PIZEY

PETE & HELEN ROWELL

ANDREW, LOIS, TOM & FINN SIMPSON

LINDSAY STEVENSON, BILL & LEWIS SHANKIE

MATT, JACKIE, KIRSTY, LIZA & MATTHEW STEVENSON

WILMA STEWART

FORBES, MYRA & JENNIFER STEWART

SARAH, ALLY, EUAN, AVA THOMSON

MORNA, COLIN, FREYA & ANDREW TINTO

ED PAYNE, CATRIONA VASS, EILIDH & KIRSTY

IAN, MARGARET, GORDON & CATRIONA YOUNG

IAN, NICHOLA, THOMAS & KATIE YOUNG 

!

Briarlands Farm are now recruiting and have various positions available.  Catering Assistants, 
Admission Assistants, Go Kart Supervisors and Strawberry picking (fruit from May onwards), full and 
part time, Supervisors also required.  Please contact Joanne at joanne@briarlandsfarm.co.uk

mailto:joanne@briarlandsfarm.co.uk
mailto:joanne@briarlandsfarm.co.uk
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Awake at night?

• The government are about to scrap the retirement age – what will that mean for my business?

• How am I supposed to manage if flexible working rights are opened to everyone?

• One person in our team is ruining the atmosphere but if I deal with it, will it get worse?

• My budget does not stretch to having an HR resource, so where do I get help?

We can help you sleep

• We are a small local team of two down to earth HR business people.

• We cut through the legal jargon and tell you just what you need to know.

• We have both worked in start-up companies creating everything from scratch. 

• We have 30 years HR experience between us – we are tried and tested. 

We’d like to show you how having some HR expertise on your side could make a real difference to your 
bottom-line.

Visit our website -  www.straighttalkinghr.co.uk or contact us for more information:

Telephone:   Rachael on 07977535215 or Claire on 07782323643

Email:    Claire@straightalkinghr.co.uk or Rachael@straightalkinghr.co.uk

STRAIGHT TALKING HR
Practical HR Solutions for your Business

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS

Our November meeting was attended by representatives from 
Stirling Council Environmental Services, the Scottish 
Environmental Protectection Agency and the Scottish Flood 
Forum. They made a presentation on flooding issues relevant to 
our area. They explained the responsibilities that the Flood Risk 
Management (Scotland) Act requires of them. Stirling Council 
have to put in place (and fund) suitable measures while SEPA 
has to produce Flood Management Plans, including Maps which 
will predict areas likely to be flooded. We were shown the map 
for our area as related to the “once in 200 year” events. The 
main areas affected were on the Carse and 13 letters had been 
sent out notifying residents of properties which potentially 
would be affected. 

These maps will be made available on the Council’s website and 
in Public Libraries. It was stated that individuals were 
responsible for protecting their own property and that the 
Council’s main responsibility was to keep roads safe and protect 
Council property. The expectation was that flooding will get 
worse in future. Paul Hendy of the Scottish Flood Forum 
(website – www.scottishfloodforum.org) explained the role of 
that organisation and how it provides recovery support, as it is 
said the after-effects of flooding are worse than the event itself.

The Forum will, on request, arrange an exhibition of flood 
protection and prevention products. Your Community Council 
wants to hear from residents who see themselves as potentially 
affected and to help them organise further information on what 
must be an matter of some concern to them.

We've now received a detailed breakdown of the results of the 
Housing Questionnaires.  203 responses were received out of 
325 issued – a 62% response rate.

Breaking that down   For Against 

Site 1 Station Rd/Charles St North  82 107  

Site 2 The Glebe/Charles St East  113 74  

Site 3 Leckie Rd at Community Centre 60 126  

With such a high rate of return these results cannot be anything 
other than an extremely clear indication of the Community's 
preferences : 62% of respondents opposed to the Community 

Centre site, 52% opposed to the Station Road/Charles Street N. 
site and 36% opposed to the Glebe/Charles Street E. site.

We understand that the Stirling Council's Housing Department 
will submit a paper to the the Council's Executive on 11th 
February giving these details together with the results of the 
Options Appraisal of the 3 sites.  We will keep you updated on 
the outcome of that paper.

Lots (and lots) of people have horror stories to tell about the 
state of the roads just now and we suggest you follow the 
advice in the last Bugle about phoning the Council's contact 
centre to report them – 0845 277 7000. Remember to ask 
them for a reference number and keep a note of it.

GARGUNNOCK BRANCH
Community Centre - Thursdays

3.30 - 4.15 Pre School & Pre-Primary Dance 
  for children not yet at school     
4.15 - 5.15 Primary 1 & 2 Dance
  for children in Primary 1 & 2 at school 
5.15 - 6.00 Coming soon Childrens Zumba class

Principal Mrs Louise Murray
Branch Manager Miss Lauren Moore

www.monumentdance.co.uk
Email: monumentdance@aol.com

http://www.straighttalkinghr.co.uk
http://www.straighttalkinghr.co.uk
mailto:Claire@straightalkinghr.co.uk
mailto:Claire@straightalkinghr.co.uk
mailto:Rachael@straightalkinghr.co.uk
mailto:Rachael@straightalkinghr.co.uk
http://www.scottishfloodforum.org
http://www.scottishfloodforum.org
http://WWW.Monumentdance.co.uk
http://WWW.Monumentdance.co.uk
mailto:Monumentdance@aol.com
mailto:Monumentdance@aol.com

