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Gargunnock Gala 2010
Saturday June 19th

The Bugle sends congratulations to

Claire Meiklejohn who will be Gala Queen

and James Letford who will be Gala Laird

Gargunnock Show
Saturday 5th June

2010

Fun for all the family
Horse and Pony judging starts at 9am

Cattle and Sheep judging starts at 10am
Join in our clip a Sheep

Eat a pie and drink a pint competition
Live music by local band Gunnrock
Kids races, raffle, bucking bronco

Various Trade stands
Sumo Wrestling competition

Catering from T&R Skinner of Kippen

Fun for all the family! Horse and pony 

judging starts at 9am , cattle and 

sheep judging from 10am. Join in our 

clip a sheep, eat a pie and drink a pint 

competition there will be live music by 

local band Gunnrock, kids races, raffle, 

bucking bronco, various trade stands,  

sumo wrestling competition, top notch 

catering from T&R Skinner of Kippen  

Fun for all the family! Horse and pony judging starts at 9am , cattle and 
sheep judging from 10am. Join in our clip a sheep, eat a pie and drink a pint competition there will be live music by local band Gunnrock, kids races, raffle, bucking bronco, various trade stands,  sumo wrestling competition, top notch catering from T&R Skinner of Kippen  

Community Centre News

Still no news on the grant funding for 
the improvements to the centre. 
However, we have already raised 
over £128,000 and would wish to 
bring the centre into community 
ownership as soon as possible so 
that we can begin some of the 
improvements. Over the summer it 
is the Community Centre and 
Community Trust’s intention to start 
final negotiations with Stirling 
Council leading to the transfer of the 
buildings.

The other issue that has been 
attracting our attention in recent 
weeks is the proposal for housing 
development on the site next to the 
Centre. The management committee 
have written to Tony Cain, Head of 
Housing, Stirling Council expressing 
our concerns are in three areas, road 
safety, conflicting use and loss of 
amenity.

Road Safety Concerns: The close 
proximity and the proposed design of 
the entrance into the development 
site gives us cause for concern. The 
centre is regularly used by groups 
for young children and it is felt that 
the increased traffic and restricted 
sightlines from the housing 
development vehicle entrance to the 
entrance of the community centre 
will create an increased danger to 
children entering or leaving the 
centre.  

We expressed the view that when 
there are events at the centre there 
is a significant level of parking on 
Leckie Road. This will obscure the 
sightlines from the development 
access creating additional danger. 

Conflicting Use: As the Community 
Centre often has events such as 
concerts, private parties and dances 
that run past midnight. These 
occasions tend to generate 
significant noise that could disturb 

close neighbours. Our concern is that 
the residents of the new 
development will find this a nuisance 
leading to complaints and potentially 
restrictions being placed on the use 
of the centre and our ability to raise 
funds. Any such restrictions will 
impact on the centres effectiveness 
as a hub for the community of 
Gargunnock.

In addition, the building next to the 
proposed development is used as our 
Drop-in Youth Centre which can 
attract upwards of 30 teenagers 
during the evening. While every 
effort is taken to avoid noise and 
disturbance this is inevitable with 
such a group we see a serious 
problem with conflicting use that 
would not enhance either the use of 
the community centre or the quality 
of life for the adjoining residents.

Loss of Amenity: The field 
adjoining the centre is regularly used 
by the youth of the village as an 
informal bicycle obstacle course in 
summer and for sledging in the 
winter. Its location and the hedge 
along Leckie Road make this area a 
safe place for play and the slope 
provides an added advantage. This 
area is also used when we have large 
events such as the village BBQ when 
the field provides an ideal location 
for activities such a Tug of War etc.   

Given the above concerns we have 
requested that alternative sites in 
the village be seriously examined 
before any decision is made. In 
addition, the Community Centre 
Management Committee and 
Gargunnock Community Trust have 
stated that they are keen to work 
with the Council to develop 
innovative approaches to affordable 
housing development in the village 

Douglas Johnston

Chairman Community Centre 
Management Committee

New menu now available 
at Gargunnock Inn

      
  The      

Bugle
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Save The Date 
2nd June Bite & Blether
5th June  Gargunnock Show
16th June Bite & Blether
19th June Gala 2010
3rd week July Village Gardens Competition Judging
8th Aug  Gargunnock Inn Beer Festival
18th Aug Bite & Blether
28th Aug Flower Show

Exhibition of Old Church Records 17th April to 1st May. 

The Exhibition set up by Pam McNicol, Senior Archivist of 
Stirling Council from materials held by the Council’s Archives 
Department, Stirling and by John McLaren from items held in 
the Church’s own archives included photostats of entries in 
Kirk Session Minutes from 1625 to 1937, details of the estates 
of the Church Heritors (landowners of the surrounding estates) 
and photocopies of Parish Magazines from 1888 to1970.    It 
gave an insight into village life in these days, the trades of 
many of the villagers and the influence that the church and 
the heritors had on  village life.

Many visitors were excited to see their names on the 
Baptismal Register (covering the years 1883 to 2010), the 
Cradle Rolls and the Parish Magazines.  Some found details of 
their parents, aunts, uncles, grandparents and great 
grandparents.   It is for this reason that the Archives 
Department set up the exhibition as they have a wealth of 
local materials freely available to researchers and can give 
advice as to other national resources that can aid the 
researcher.

Although the number of villagers viewing the exhibition was 
disappointing many former villagers did attend and were 
rewarded.    

Those attending donated £340 and the Kirk Session has 
agreed that the full sum will be donated to the Community 
Centre Extension Fund.

Phew - that was a hot one!

I did the training, I ate what I was supposed to, I had the right clothes and shoes, 
but I wasn't prepared for the heat! I can honestly say that was one of the hardest 
things that I have ever done, and I have never been so relieved to finish anything - 
I made it!

The atmosphere was fantastic. My sister, Carol, and niece, Alice, saw me off at the 
start. They then took shortcuts to see me at mile 1 and then just before mile 3, 
before heading to Waverley to meet Bryan, Ella, Daniel and my Mum. They all 
caught the train to Prestonpans to try and see me at 13 miles, but the train got held 
up in the tunnel and they missed me. At that point, despite the soaring heat I was 
making good time, hitting 13.1 miles at 2 hours 8 minutes, and on track for coming 
in about 4 hours 20 minutes. However, it got hotter and hotter and I started to slow 
about 15 miles, and by 18 miles I was looking at a time of 4 hours 30 minutes.

At 18 miles you turn at Gosforth House to head back to Musselburgh which gave me 
a great boost, and I managed to keep going at a decent pace until 22 miles when I 
just started to get so hot and really slow. I finished eventually in 4 hours and 46 
minutes. I was all for walking the last mile when I saw Bryan and then Ella and 
Daniel, and I found the energy to run to the end.

The highlights for me would have to be the great atmosphere when we all started, 
running alongside a man in a chicken suit between miles 7 and 8, being hosed down 
by the residents of Port Seton and Prestonpans to keep cool, and of course finishing. 
Best of all, when I got the to the reunion area, Riley was there.

The lowlights would be, the heat, the realisation that Damien won't now part with any Mars Bars, and Daniel asking afterwards if I had 
won, and when I said that I hadn't, him then informing me that I was a loser!

Will I do it again? I might, but not in that heat. However, I won't come back asking for money again, so don't panic. Everyone who has 
donated has been fantastic (currently £2,397 with £547.18 gift aid to go on top). If you haven't donated then you still can go to http://
www.justgiving.com/shona-running4riley 

Thanks again to you all - Shona

Thanks to all those who donated to Christian 
Aid recently, the village raised £695.76

Parent Council will be running a Nail Bar at this years Gala 
please donate new or used bottles of nail varnish to donations 
box in Village Shop - Many Thanks

GARGUNNOCK CARPET BOWLING CLUB

The session ended with dinner at the local Inn when cups were 
awarded.

Chisholm Cup to Max Drummond, Doubles Shield to John McLaren 
and Bob Burman, Runners up Isobel Bruce and Bob Marshall, 
President’s Cup to Ian Lees, Runner Up Dorothy Pitts, Singles 
Salver to Max Drummond, Runner Up John McLaren, Special Prize 
for Burnt End Champion to Johan Mailer.  

If you are somewhat mystified by Burnt End, let me explain.   I 
should say a Burnt End is something players wish to avoid and is 
not in the usual list of awards.   But our Chairman felt that at this 
time, it, for a bit of fun, warranted recognition.   When playing the 
game,  the aim is to get your bowl as near as possible to the jack 
(the jack is a small yellow ball which sits about two feet from the 
opposite end of the carpet from where the players roll their 
bowls).  Now this poor little chap has a hard time of it as the 
other team also try to get their bowls as near to him as possible.  
So his being knocked about a bit does happen, poor wee man.    
If you are unlucky and hit him with a bit more force he will fly  
right off  the carpet!   And play has to start again.   

During the last few evenings of the session the recipient of this 
prize caused Jack to spin off quite a number of times and the lady 
in question received her award!    One of the members using his 
computer made up a picture of a lady standing on the carpet and 
several jacks on their way off!!    

The new session will commence on Monday, 27th September at 
7.30p.m. in the Community Centre.  If you haven’t tried this sport 
why not come along and join the members for evenings of good 
company, fun and lots of help to get you into the game.     

http://www.justgiving.com/shona-running4riley
http://www.justgiving.com/shona-running4riley
http://www.justgiving.com/shona-running4riley
http://www.justgiving.com/shona-running4riley
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Gargunnock Parish Church in Vacancy.

On Sunday 6th June, after the morning service, the six members of the 
Nominating Committee will be elected from those on the Church’s Electoral 
Register.

The six members will then meet with the seven elected by our sister 
churches in the linkage, giving a committee of thirteen, to start their work 
to nominate one person to the congregation with a view to the election and 
appointment of a minister.         

Programme of Services:  During June there will be an 11.30am Service 
each Sunday at Gargunnock.    

From the 6th July until 29th August there will only be ONE Service each 
Sunday at 10.30am. rotating between the three churches in the linkage.

July Dates: 4th July  Gargunnock
                       11th July  Kincardine-in-Menteith, Blairdrummond
                        18th July  Kilmadock, Doune
                        25th July  Gargunnock    

August Dates: 1st August Kincardine-in-Menteith
                        8th August Kilmadock
                       15th August Gargunnock
                        22nd August Kincardine-in-Menteith
                       29th August   Kilmadock.

Transport is available for services at Blairdrummond and Doune.
Please contact Johan Mailer on 860313 to arrange.
All are welcome at the Services.  Please support your Village Church.

Blair Drummond Celebrates 40th 
Anniversary

Blair Drummond Safari & Adventure Park opened 
its gates to the public on 15th May1970 and so 
we celebrate our 40th Anniversary this year. 

A visit to the Safari Park is a must as we are the 
only place in Scotland where you will see 
elephants and giraffes. There is also so much to 
see and do including the Drive through Reserves 
(no monkeys now to damage your car!!!), Lemur 
Land, Pets' Farm, Sea Lion Shows, Bird of Prey 
Centre with daily displays, boat trip around Chimp 
Island, adventure play area with pirate ship and 
buried treasure, pedal boats, flying fox, 
astraglide, fun fair and amusements. 

New for 2010 is our cute baby rhino named Ailsa 
who was born here at the Safari Park on 21st 
December 2009 and also our young European 
brown bear who is full of mischief and a treat to 
watch. You can bring a picnic, have a BBQ (we 
provide the BBQ unit and charcoal free of charge) 
or eat in the Restaurant. 

A visit to one of the gift shops for a souvenir of 
your day at the Safari Park is a must – there is 
something for everyone. Seasonal Members 
Passports are available for those who want to 
return again and again to the Safari Park, animal 
encounters and experiences, Keeper for the Day, 
Junior Keeper for the Day, animal adoptions and 
Hawk Walks are also available – more information 
available at www.blairdrummond.com  

So, for a great day out, right on your doorstep, 
look no further than Blair Drummond Safari & 
Adventure Park where a warm welcome awaits 
you.    

THANK YOU!
Ginny, Jaine, Maggie and Vanessa would like to say a huge thank you to 
all the people who came along to the Family Ceilidh on 24th April.  The 
evening was a great success and we raised the magnificent sum of £725 
all of which will go to the Scottish Community Foundation.  We would also 
like to say a special thank you to the band – The Gargunnock and Kippen 
Ceilidh Band - who played so wonderfully.

We now get back to the less enjoyable task of training for the big walk on 
12th June....

http://www.blairdrummond.com/
http://www.blairdrummond.com/
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In June, I will be opening up my workshop as part of the first 
Forth Valley Open Studios.  Open Studios give the public a 
chance to go and see artists at work in their own studios and 
workspaces.  The Forth Valley event will run from Saturday 12th 
June to Sunday 20th June and will include over 97 different artists 
working in a variety of venues across the area.  Route maps and 
details of all the artists are available on the website 
(www.forthvalleyopenstudios.com) and brochures will shortly also 
be available. 

My mosaic workshop will be open from Wednesday 16th June to 
Sunday 20th June from 10-5pm (open until 7pm on Thursday and 
Friday).  The workshop is located in my garden (Musk Cottage, 
Main Street) and access is through the passageway to the right 
of the house. Do come along and say hello...

jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop
www.jainemarriottmosaics.co.uk

GARGUNNOCK BRANCH
Community Centre THURSDAYS from August 2010  
3.30 - 4.15 - Pre School & Pre-Primary Dance
4.15 - 5.15 - Primary 1 & 2 Dance - for children in Primary 1 & 2 
5.15 - 6.00 - Junior Hip hop - A variety of dance styles, disco, Jazz 
& street for boys and girls in Primary 3 - 7. 

Existing pupils will automatically have a place reserved for them 
for next session, although we do ask for 4 weeks notice before 
withdrawal from any class as we  operate a waiting list for some 
classes. 

A full range of Dance classes for older children and adults are 
available at Monument Dance Centre. 

TERM DATES 

Last day of Summer term will be Thursday 24th June 2010

Classes will restart on Thursday 26th August 2010

Outgrown your dance wear? Place your orders for August now

We may hold a bring & buy sale of second hand dancewear during 
the first week back, please let Miss Moore know if any mums wish 
to help organise this. 

Please note we can also offer Dance and Drama workshops for 
your playgroups, nurseries and schools.

WWW.Monumentdance.co.uk 
Email Monumentdance@aol.com

TUG -O’-WAR 
19th June 2010

7.00pm at the Football Park

The draw will be made on the night and the teams
will be from Charles Street, Drummond Place, Leckie 

Road, Millbrae, and Main Street
with “select” teams drawn from all other areas of the 

village.
Main Street will be defending the magnificent trophy they 

won last year!!  

SUCH CLOSELY MATCHED COMPETITION REQUIRES 
YOUR BEST TEAMS. PLEASE HAVE YOUR TEAMS

CHOSEN AND READY (3 MEN & 3 WOMEN)
SO WE CAN ALL PULL TOGETHER ON THE NIGHT

OPEN STUDIO

Pilates Kippen
KIPPEN VILLAGE HALL

TUESDAYS 2 PM - 2.50 PM
(£20 PER 4 WEEK BLOCK)

SEE WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS

www.amandapilates.co.uk
Tel: 01360 661 403
Email: info@amandapilates.co.uk

!

http://www.forthvalleyopenstudios.com
http://www.forthvalleyopenstudios.com
mailto:jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop
mailto:jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop
http://www.jainemarriottmosaics.co.uk
http://www.jainemarriottmosaics.co.uk
http://WWW.Monumentdance.co.uk
http://WWW.Monumentdance.co.uk
mailto:Monumentdance@aol.com
mailto:Monumentdance@aol.com
http://www.amandapilates.co.uk
http://www.amandapilates.co.uk
mailto:info@amandapilates.co.uk
mailto:info@amandapilates.co.uk
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!An Indian Adventure: Rev Ian 
Fraser meets Priyanka

In November 2009 Ian travelled to 
India to visit his sponsored child 
Priyanka whom he sponsors through 
Plan.  Here is his story:

“I was picked up and taken to greet 
Plan staff.  When I met her family, 
Priyanka was at first shy, clinging to 
her mother.  But she gained 
confidence as time went on and came 
across to me, so that a photo could be 
taken of us together.

Besides this I met a roomful of mentally or physically disabled 
children.  I was impressed by the relief provided to mothers 
(who already had quite large families) so that their children 
could be cared for during the day and given the stimulus 
which was appropriate with fames and little tests to encourage 
greater self-confidence.  I was even more impressed that the 
parents were encouraged to properly value the child as part of 
the family and not look on them as an extra burden.

I was also taken to a centre for children who were either drop-
outs from school or had never been able to attend school.  
Through informal education they were helped to enter the 
usual school system.  There were also needlework and 
tailoring classes and pre-school education for 3-5 year olds.

Impressive, too, was the provision of libraries in two schools.  
When it was suggested to the local government authority that 
there was a need for libraries, they waved the idea away, they 
have their school books that’s enough!  When the local 
authority relented and supplied a room in two schools which 
Plan could set up as, the results so impressed them that they 
have now offered to provide space in six more schools.  
Children have had their imaginations enlarged, they have 
been provided with opportunity for discussion - school is now 
much more interesting and absenteeism has dropped like a 
stone!

I think it was important that, when some need was identified 
the people in the area were encouraged to form their own 
group to discuss the situation and propose remedies which 
were practical.  Only then did Plan come in, not talking over 
but offering resources in partnership with the local people.  If 
the concern was provision for teenagers then teenagers 
formed the working group to deal with their situation.

I was also impressed with the good use of sponsorship funds 
in their area and that it was all the people in the area who 
benefitted as a result of sponsorship.  The sponsored child 
provides a personal contact - I would not support a scheme 
which favoured one child above others, extracting one 
specially and leaving the others where they were.

The main result of my visit is an enlarged conviction that Plan 
does a creative job in areas of need with children specially 
cared for and catered for with love and imagination.

The visit to my sponsored child and family may be summed up 
in two quotations.  As I ended my visit, Priyank’s mother said 
“there was really no need to bring personal gifts for us, for the 
great gift was you yourself coming to make a personal contact 
with us!”  Her grandmother said “is it not wonderful that 
people so distant from us who did not know our family should 
show such love for us?”

I would encourage every sponsor to visit their sponsored child 
who had an opportunity such as I had.”

For more information on sponsoring a child through Plan visit 
http://plan-international.org/

!
CENTRAL SCOTLAND RAPE CRISIS  

& SEXUAL ABUSE CENTRE 

Central Scotland Rape Crisis & Sexual Abuse Centre exists to 
provide a free and confidential service of emotional support and 

practical information on legal and medical issues to survivors who 
have experienced Rape, Sexual Assault or Child Sexual Abuse, 

throughout Central Scotland. Our telephone Helpline is staffed 
by trained volunteers and offers long or short-term support by  

e-mail, letter, telephone or face to face counselling. We also 

support friends and families. 

We also deliver training, talks and presentations on all aspects of 

sexual violation to professionals and other interested bodies. 

!"#"$%&'"()"#$#*'"('+,-"./(01234(521221(

!+"678"96(11:,(;(1$,<((!%+.6(2$,(;(=$,((>+'9:?(1$,(;(@$,(

Email – csrcc@ic24.net 
Web site – www.rapecrisiscentralscotland.co.uk 
!

Or write to: P.O. Box 48, Stirling, FK8 1YG or  P.O. Box 28, 
Falkirk, FK1 1AA 

!

Good Luck to everyone who is taking part
in this years Caledonian Challenge

http://plan-international.org
http://plan-international.org
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Reclamation Roads

In places, the floor of the Forth Valley retains a covering of sphagnum 
peat overlying a Late Glacial and Early Post-Glacial series of marine 
clays, peat and till (boulder clay). During the long period of glacial 
decay in Scotland (18,000 – 9000 BP i.e. before present) the sea 
flooded in to coastal areas, laid down marine clays and formed raised 
shorelines. Rises in sea level were responsible for the deposition of the 
carse clays and the formation of a terrace at around 15 metres.

Until the eighteenth century the farmer adhered to traditional 
methods. So long as he worked undrained, unenclosed, exhausted 
lands with poor tools, kept too many animals and allowed them to 
roam at will for half the year, agriculture could only languish. As the 
eighteenth century progressed, knowledge and capital were to become 
increasingly available and with them the will for improvement. 

About 1800 imperial acres of Blairdrummond Estate lay under a 
blanket of moss (peat) some two to four metres thick. In 1766 Lord 
Kames initiated a major reclamation project which involved digging out 
the moss by hand and floating it to the River Forth. In 1782 Lord 
Kames died but his successor, Mr George Home Drummond, continued 
the work. The available water was insufficient. A great wheel was 
erected at the Mill of Tor which raised water from the River Teith until 
1839 when the work was completed.

Moss houses were constructed by digging a trench in the moss leaving 
a solid block of peat in the centre. The house was dug out of the block. 
The walls were 1.5 metres thick at the base and almost a metre at roof 
level which was some 3.5 metres above the clay floor. The timber for 
the roof was a gift from the land owner. As the moss dried and 
contracted the houses shrank to about half of the original height.

In reclaiming the moss water was first used to construct roads. This 
system largely determined the settlement pattern. Roads had the 
breadth of only two possessions between them so water could easily 
be applied. Moss was first floated from the bank fronting the lanes and 
houses were erected on each side of the road some 90 metres from 
each other resulting in a linear type of settlement. The number of 
houses was gradually reduced as tenants bought out one or more of 
their neighbours. In the layout of their fields and distribution of their 
buildings, the farms of this section of the Carse reflect that evolution.

The building of Drip Bridge in 1770 indicates the changed economic 
standing of tenants. The building of a turnpike road (now the A84) and 
Drip Bridge made the area south of the Forth easily accessible to 
wheeled transport in all weathers. There was now no question that 
Stirling was the principal service centre and market.

Floating peat from the Carse continued elsewhere until 1865 when it 
was stopped by an Act of Parliament as being detrimental to Forth 
salmon fishing and to the productive oyster beds. Lowland bog is now 
a rare habitat in the UK and Flanders Moss is designated an SSSR and, 
therefore, protected.
      Ken Reid

WANTED
FOR GALA

Baking for the tea tent
Sweetie Tombola Prizes

Tug-o-war teams

Unwanted Nail Varnish
 

Also:-
Donation of Tombola Prizes
Volunteers to man Stalls - contact Jane or Maitland

A donations box will be in the shop, baking can be 
taken to the Marquee on the day 

Make sure you read the enclosed flyer for full 
details of a great day's entertainment

Join us at the Bite & Blether on June 2nd 
and 16th from 11am until 3.15pm.

To celebrate the warm summer weather 
(we are always optimistic!) we will be 
serving cream teas in addition to our 
usual menu of home made soup, fresh 
bread and cakes.

The Bite & Blether will be closed during the school 
holidays but we look forward to seeing all our regular 
customers as well as some new faces on August 18th.

Eliz and Jane

!

Report on School Trip to Gartmorn Dam

On Thursday P1, 2 and 3 went to Gartmorn Dam for a school 
trip. When we got there Mrs Donaldson and Mrs Bernard’s 
groups went tree shaking first and me and Ava found a Golden 
Spider. 

Mrs Ross and some people went pond dipping too. Ella and I 
found a Golden Spider and a baby Dragonfly and we found a 
mini spider.  I thought the Golden Spider was a very big one 
and Ella was the one who caught it.  I think it is very big and 
the mini spider is very short.  

A fly went on my head when I was eating my packed lunch.  
The trip was absolutely brilliant, the bus trip was a bit boring 
but it had a toilet.

By Ella Crawford, Ava Thomson and Alison Mitchell (P2)

Gargunnock Village Cricket Club Home Fixtures 2010

Date   Opponents  Starts

Wed 2 June  Milngavie  6pm

Sun 6 June  Vale of Leven  2pm

Wed 9 June  Kippen   6pm

Sun 13 June  Inellan   2pm

Wed 23 June  Clackmannan County 6pm

Wed 7 July  West Quarter  6pm

Sun 11 July  Dollar   2pm

Wed 14 July  Doune   6pm

Wed 21 July  Dollar   6pm

Wed 28 July  Stirling County  6pm

Sun 1 Aug  Oban   2pm

Wed 11 Aug  Stenhousemuir  6pm

Sun 15 Aug  Largo   2pm

Wed 1 September Gargunnock Inn  6pm

Sun 5 September  Mid Argyle  2pm

Sun 12 September Glasgow University 2pm

Sun 19 September Inellan   2pm

Sun 26 September Gargunnock Inn  2pm
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Dear Ms Lowson

Housing In Gargunnock

The front page article in last Friday’s edition [May 21st] of the Stirling 
Observer concerned proposals for new council housing in Gargunnock, and 
since the Community Council supports the action of our local councillors 
[O’Brien and Berrill], it is important that your readers understand the full 
background to this decision.

The proposal for new council housing in Gargunnock was first set out in a 
document which the council submitted to the Scottish Government in 
January 2009 as its bid for extra housing resources. The local community 
was not consulted on this bid document and indeed the first that we read 
about it was in an item on the BBC Scotland website indicating 15 houses 
would be built on a site adjacent to the Community Centre as early as April 
2009! Following this, the Community Council contacted the Council on 
several occasions to seek clarification of the status and details of the bid 
and to express concerns about the choice of site. In order to test the views 
of village residents, a questionnaire survey was carried out during May and 
June 2009. Over 100 forms were returned representing a 33% response 
rate, which is in fact high for this type of survey. The key findings were that 
while nearly two thirds of respondents expressing an opinion supported 
additional council housing a similar proportion thought that the proposed 
site was the wrong one. Concerns included road safety; loss of valuable 
open space and over-development/visual intrusion – it was also noted that 
the proposal was contrary to the Council’s own approved Local Plan in 
several respects.

The Council was informed of the community’s views but nonetheless 
submitted a revised bid to the Scottish Government, which still included 
Gargunnock, in October 2009. This bid was successful and at a packed 
meeting on 30th March 2010 the community heard more details of the 
proposed development from the Head of Housing, but as this did not include 
the consideration of alternative sites the proposal was overwhelmingly 
rejected by the meeting. To date the village has not been consulted on 
whether the site adjacent to the Community Centre is appropriate or not.

The majority of people in Gargunnock support a modest additional amount 
of new social housing in the village to meet local needs [the Council’s own 
Pressured Area Status Report indicated waiting list needs of 34 – not the 
187 mentioned in last Friday’s report]. The Council’s recently published 
Local Development Plan Main Issues Report Appendix A identifies a site at 
Station Road/Charles Street for housing development which is supported by 
the overwhelming majority of our questionnaire respondents. If the Council 
is genuinely interested in listening to local communities it will abandon the 
Community Centre site proposal and provide the necessary social housing 
on the Station Road/Charles Street site.

Yours sincerely
Geoff Peart
Secretary, Gargunnock Community Council

Dear Douglas,

Thank you for your letter from Gargunnock Community Centre 
Management Committee, as you know the Council has asked that 
an option appraisal is carried out on alternative sites for new 
council housing in Gargunnock along with a more detailed 
consultation on the options to be considered.

The option appraisal element of this work is to be carried out by 
the Council Asset Management Team. The first part of this task 
will be to identify a list of possible sites in the village. The 
Community organisations in the village will be contacted and 
asked to identify sites they consider suitable., However, if you 
have any specific locations in mind please let me know and I will 
pass the information on the our Asset Management Team.  The 
Community Centre Management Committee, the Gargunnock 
Community Trust and other organisations will still be contacted 
but having an early view will help speed up the process.

The form of the consultation will be discussed with the 
Community Council but is likely to be carried out through a postal 
survey of each household in the village and those on the Council’s 

waiting lists. The specific sites involved will be identified through 
the option appraisal process, as a result the consultation process 
will start a little later than the option appraisal but will otherwise 
run in parallel with it.

We would expect to present the results of the option appraisal 
and the community consultation to the Community Council and 
other interested groups and individuals at a meeting in the village 
before making a final report and recommendation to elected 
members.

I will pass your letter on to the team working on the option 
appraisal to be considered as part of this process.

In the mean time if you think it would be useful to meet to 
discuss any of these issues please let me know and perhaps 
suggest a few dates that would be suitable. It would perhaps be 
best to meet all the interested organisations at once but if this is 
not possible I will be happy to speak to each individually as time 
allows.

Yours sincerely,
Tony Cain, Head of Housing

Housing Update

The Housing Debate continues ….....
SNP Administration defeated

Those of you who read the Stirling Observer will have 
seen that the debate made the front page on Friday 21st 
May. 

Councillor Alistair Berrill had presented a motion calling 
for a halt to the plans to build 13 houses on the land 
beside the Community Centre. This motion was 
supported by the Labour group with both parties 
asserting that the plans had been developed without  
proper community consultation. The SNP Administration 
was thus defeated by 11 votes to 10

A full options appraisal will now be have to be carried 
out, together with full consultation with the Community. 

Perhaps predictably ,there were a number of statements 
reported in the paper from council officers and S.N.P. 
Councillors seeking to support their cause.

These were pretty much misleading, inaccurate and 
indeed,some completely untrue. Community Council 
Secretary Geoff Peart has written to the Observer setting 
the record straight and that letter can be found opposite 
this article.  Below is a copy of an email sent to Douglas 
Johnston this week from Tony Cain, Head of Housing, 
Stirling.

So, what now?  Work will stop on the proposed 
development while the options appraisal and “full 
consultation with the Community“ is carried out. It is 
good to see that two of our Councillors have listened to 
local opinion and acted upon it. It's important that 
Villagers keep up their involvement in this process and 
make sure their voices are heard. There will be further 
meetings – you will need to be there to voice your 
opinion regarding developing on this site.  

Not everyone is opposed ….......

The Bugle received an e-mail from a “supportive local 
resident” following our last edition and we are quite 
prepared to acknowledge that not everyone is opposed to 
housing on the Community Centre field. This 
correspondent indicated that she(he?) was quite happy 
for that e-mail to be published verbatim in the Bugle. 
However, the problem is, it also made clear that they 
were not prepared to disclose their name.

The Bugle, as a matter of policy, are happy to publish 
articles with name supplied.  However we will not publish 
any anonymous correspondence.


