
   

 

THE BUGLE  Issue 1  Magazine for Gargunnock 

Every community needs a newsletter. We have been well 
served these past years with the Gargunnock News courtesy 
of John McLaren. But since John decided to hang up his 
keyboard last year we are now sadly lacking a village 
mouthpiece. The Trust has therefore press ganged a few 
willing volunteers to assemble these pages now in your hands.  
 
The principle reason is to ensure that there remains a 
mechanism for us all to communicate with each other about 
the issues, events and those things which make us all smile. 
But its your newsletter. Like everything else in life you only 
get out of it what you put in. So future editions are in your 
hands. Articles and stories will be gratefully received.  
 
Why “THE BUGLE” ? 
 
Well, of course the Bugle and the Drum are steeped in the 
historic symbols of the village.  They were purchased in 1775 
from the profits of an annual horse race after a public meeting 
decided to appoint a drummer to announce the hours of 5am 
and 9pm, as there was a lack of clocks in the village.  The 
drum was used for dry days and the bugle for when it was 
wet. 
 
An additional responsibility for the drummer was that he also 
went round the village in the Spring, reminding people to 
have their poultry kept in as the villagers had started work in 
their gardens! 
 
The drum and bugle can be seen in the Smith Museum and 
has been loaned to it from the trustees of the late Miss VCH 
Stirling CBE. 
 
So that’s why “The Bugle”.   We thought of “The Drum and 
Bugle” but felt the shorter version was more punchy. 
 
However ………………  if you can think of a better title then 
please let us have your suggestions, you can email us at 
bugle@gargunnock.com 

Spring Fundraising Weekend 
@ Gargunnock House 

1st – 3rd May 2009 
 
A weekend of unique events held at Gargunnock House 
to raise funds for the Community Centre 
refurbishment. 
 
Friday – Relaxing drinks evening with an exhibition by 
local artists.  An auction of the art takes place the 
following evening. 
 
Saturday – Cocktail Party in the grand surroundings of 
the main rooms of the House. Featuring live music and 
the art auction.  
 
Sunday – Open gardens with guided tours, cream 
teas, children’s activities and Craft Fair.  A day for all 
the family.  Unique opportunity to look around this 
historic house. 
 
Tickets and further information available very soon.  
 

Keep this weekend free in your diary! 
 
For further information on any of the events please 
contact Wendy Pizey on 860407 

It’s back 

 
Well I must say I for one am glad to see a local newsletter 
back again.  In this day and age every small community 
needs one for spreading information about forthcoming local 
events and goings-on.  Indeed pretty well every local 
community around this area does have their own, at the last 
count about 25, from Bannockburn to Tyndrum. 
 
It was touch and go for a wee while.  One or two folks had 
expressed an interest in taking part in secondary roles but, 
understandably perhaps, no one was talking about the 
hardest parts…. until now that is. 
 
So now it’s go for the new Gargunnock Newsletter, The Bugle.  
I know from experience that publishing your very first edition 
can be unnerving.  You feel just a tad exposed, a bit like 
stepping on to a stage for the first time.  All your hard work is 
laid out in black and white for all to see and your efforts are 
about to be judged in no uncertain terms by the readership. 

Save The Date 
 
5th March Community Centre AGM 
6th March Flower Show Quiz Night 
18th March Gala Meeting 
25th April Songsters Spring Concert 
1st May  Art Exhibition at Gargunnock House 
2nd May  Art Auction at Gargunnock House 
2nd May  Cocktails at Gargunnock House 
3rd May  Cream Teas at Gargunnock House 
13th June Gargunnock Gala 
 

 
The new team have wisely chosen not to pick-up and 
run with the previous magazine.  Instead starting off 
with a smaller, leaner one which will be able to react 
more rapidly to local topics and the needs of 
advertisers. 
 
So I wish the Bugle all the best of luck and hope to 
help out in any way I can to ensure its success.   I 
know from my own experience that Gargunnock folks 
will do their bit too. 

John McLaren 
 

 

Many Thanks to Murdo Murchison for his generous sponsoring of our first Issue 

Flower Show Quiz Night to be held on 6th March at 
7:30pm in the Community Centre.  Tickets are 
£2.50 and you can pay on the night.  Don’t forget 
to BYOB 



   

              

Community Centre News – February 2009  
 
We do live in interesting times, our application for lottery funding will be considered in April this year.  If approved it will mean 
we will have already raised over £400,000 of our target of £600,000 to bring the building into community ownership and 
extend and refurbish the centre. 
 
What seemed a few months ago to be impossible is now in real danger of actually coming true.  The Gargunnock Estate Trust 
has committed £90,000 over 3 years and have nominated the community centre as their charity for the Scottish Gardens 
Scheme, (20% of all takings) so go along and look at the wonderful display of snowdrops.  The Stafford Trust has committed 
£10,000 and is considering a further application, we have an amber light to prepare an application to the Scottish Government 
for Rural Priorities funding and applications are being prepared for other charitable trusts. 
 
However we do need to raise money from the village so your support is required for the May Spring Fundraising Weekend at 
Gargunnock House (see page 1). 
 
The key to our success will be support, support and more support from the village.  You can help so get involved.  The 
community centre AGM will be held on Thursday 5th March at 7:30pm in the Centre.  Your support is essential, we have come a 
long way but we must be able to demonstrate that the village supports the community centre so come along and find out what 
you can do to help. 
 
Other News 
 
The new boiler has been performing well over the winter and Stirling Council has carried out some further improvements to 
increase its efficiency.  We have also received an additional revenue grant of £1,944 from the Council which will help pay our 
heating bills.  The centre is well used for events, meetings etc but there are still times when you can hire the hall or drop in 
centre for parties, functions or other events.  One suggestion I have heard about is to use the drop in centre as a band 
rehearsal space.  I would certainly be interested in anyone that could let us know what would be required to make a good 
rehearsal space. 
 
See you at the AGM Thursday 5th March at 7:30pm  For further information about the centre contact Wendy Pizey on 860407 or 
Douglas Johnston on 860384 email djohnston@arneil-johnston.co.uk 

You never Miss the Water…… 
 
That programme is back again on BBC1.  You know the one, “So who do you 
think you are?” in which various celebrities trace their family history back 
through time and very interesting it is too.   
 
About 8 years ago I was invited by Douglas and Jane Bain to do a local history 
section within their then newly created village website www.gargunnock.com.   
I thought about that for a while and then declined in favour of doing a website 
of my own which could be linked into theirs.  That was so I could learn what was 
involved in creating a site.  It still exists at www.mclarn.plus.com but is 
looking very dated now so will be redesigned later this year. 
 
What I hadn’t had until then was much contact with the world of genealogy but 
that was to change as soon as I went on-line.  8 years later I’ve lost count of 
the number of people who have made contact through the site, from all over the 
world, each with a Gargunnock or district connection of some sort.  They hail 
from all over the world; Americans, Canadians, Australians, New Zealanders and 
not a few from this country too.  Some of them have even turned up at our door 
in Leckie Road during the summer months and one in particular has become a 
good friend. 
 
All who make contact have a story to tell and all are interesting in their different 
ways.  But one thing they all have in common is a regret that they didn’t ask 
lots more questions about family history of parents and grandparents when they 
were available.  It seems that an interest in our roots is something which 
develops in later life, by which time senior family members are no longer there.  
Of course it’s perfectly understandable that the young don’t dwell on what went 
before, they’re too busy living in the present or planning for the future…and why 
not?  
 
But if you’re in that category can I implore you, as one who knows, to sit down 
some day with your parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, indeed anyone with a 
family connection and spend some time gathering information before it is lost in 
the mists of time.  If you do then who knows, some day when your thoughts 
inevitably, in time, turn to your own roots you might just be grateful to me for 
suggesting you do so. 

John McLaren 
 

Gargunnock Church 
 
On March 15th there will be a joint 
service in Doune at 10:30am, held 
in the former Evangelical Hall, Main 
Street conducted by Rev Douglas 
Murray.   
 
The World Day of Prayer takes place 
in St Modoc’s church in Doune at 
2:00pm on Friday 6th March. 
 
Anyone requiring transport to these 
services should contact Johan Mailer 
on 860313. 
 
Kirk Lane Fellowship 
 
The speaker at the March 3rd 
meeting at 7:30pm in the Ross 
Anderson room of the church will be 
Dr. Ken Stewart who will tell of his 
work training doctors in Malaysia. 
 
As the April meeting will be our last 
of this session suggestions are 
requested for next years syllabus. 

Please note the Community 
Centre is no longer accepting 
Aluminum Cans for recycling. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their 
help. 
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The Gargunnock Community Trust  
 
Established in 2007 the Gargunnock Community Trust aims to be 
proactive in meeting the needs of the village for the benefit of local 
people, groups and businesses. The Trust is one of over 100 similar 
organisations around Scotland which are owned and managed by the 
community for the community. The Gargunnock Community Trust will 
when required respond to immediate needs as they arise but it should 
also be able to look ahead at the challenges that our community might 
face as the 21st century unfolds. These could be about energy and food 
issues, affordable housing, workspace for local people, employment, 
transport and entertainment.  
 
Whilst there are a number of opportunities for action our current focus 
is on securing the ownership of the Community Centre, developing it as 
an essential focus for the community going forward. Working with the 
Community Centre Management Committee the Trust believes that 
every community needs a community centre where we can meet and 
discuss the issues of our community, play, be entertained and share 
knowledge and experiences and so help build and maintain a cohesive 
community. Ownership will also bring us empowerment allowing us to 
stretch further our ambitions and realise the true potential of our 
community.  
 
The Trust is about local people leading, having a say and determining 
the future of our village. If you want to find out more information and 
how you can get involved in the work of the Trust please get in touch 
with any of the Directors listed below.  
 
Iain Gulland, Mike Pizey, John Craigen, Douglas Coupethwaithe, 
Douglas Johnston, Leona Paget, Jane Bain, Stuart Ogg, Geoff Peart and 
Edmond Mansion.  

 

Mobile Post Office at the Inn Car Park 
 
Mon 11.30-14.30 Thu 11.30-13.30 
Tue 09.00-10.00 Fri 09.00-12.00 
Wed 13.30-15.30 Sat No Service 

 
 
Gargunnock Songsters 
 
Singing is good for you! 
 
If you would like to be involved with the Songsters and have the 
opportunity to make new friends, come and join in the fun of the 
weekly practices held on Wednesday nights at 7:30pm in the youth 
extension at the Community Rooms.  We welcome both men and 
women (you’re never too old to sing) and would particularly like to 
have some more men to balance the voices. 
 
We are presently working towards our annual Spring Concert which 
will be held in the Community Rooms on Saturday 25th April.  
Tickets will be available nearer the time from any member of the 
Choir, or at the shop.  Hope to see you then.  Prior to the Spring 
Concert, our next commitment is at Killearn in March. 
 
The Songsters have been under the leadership of Mrs Helen 
Cumming since the inception of the Choir nearly nine years ago, 
but owing to her forthcoming marriage Helen has decided that she 
will be standing down from the position of Leader at the Spring 
Concert.  However, the Songsters hope to keep singing and will be 
focusing on the appointment of a new Leader during the summer – 
watch this space for an update on this. 
 
Janette Wilson 
Secretary 
Tel 860347 

Please save your old china! 
 
This spring, I will be helping the children at the 
Primary School to create a large mixed media 
mosaic to brighten up the school’s entrance 
porch.  The mosaic will be designed and made by 
children at the school and there will also be 
opportunities for anyone in the village to come 
along and participate (dates to be announced 
shortly). 
 
In the meantime, if you have any chipped or 
broken china, or old china that you were about to 
take to the charity shop – please could you save 
it as we can use this in the mosaic.  We can also 
make use of any broken or surplus ceramic tiles, 
coloured glass, beads - anything fairly durable 
that otherwise would go in the bin.  
 
Donations can be given to me (or left on my 
doorstep) and if you would like to become 
involved in the creation of the mosaic, please let 
me know. 
 
Thank you 
 
Jaine Marriott, Musk Cottage, Main Street,  
Tel 860624  
jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop. 
   
 

Gargunnock Shop 
 
ATM Cash Machine 
  
Following a very successful trial (too successful) 
of the RBS Cash machine within the shop we are 
pleased to announce the Cash machine will 
remain a permanent facility in the shop.  Due to 
the unprecedented demand, creating periods 
where the machine runs out of cash, RBS have 
communicated to us that they are prepared to 
top up the machine more frequently starting 
from the end of February. 
  
PoundZONE 
  
To help support the community through a 
difficult global, economic climate, we have 
introduced the PoundZONE (opposite the sales 
counter) offering Big Brand names for only £1. 
Due to demand we have extended the range to 
include Galaxy Instant Chocolate Drinks, Easy 
Dishwasher Tablets, Colgate Oxygen Toothpaste 
and others. 
  
Fruit and Vegetables 
  
We have now secured a new Fruit and Vegetable 
supplier to the shop.  Starting from the 1st of 
March we will now be in the position to provide a 
wider range of higher quality and lower-priced 
goods.  In keeping with our policy to source 
merchandise locally, our new supplier works with 
a number of local growers and suppliers to bring 
you the very best in local produce. 
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Community Centre Regular Users Timetable 
 
Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri 
 
Playgroup   Toddlers  Playgroup Toddlers 
Main Hall   Main Hall Main Hall Main Hall 
9.00-11.30   10.00-11.30 9.00-11.30 10.00-11.30 
 
  Doctor     Keep Fit  Doctor 
  Surgery    Main Hall Surgery 
  2.00-3.00   1.45-3.00 2.00-3.00 
 
Rainbows   Yoga  Dance  Youth Group 
Main Hall   Main Hall Main Hall Drop-in Centre 
5.45-6.45   8-9.30  3.45-5.30  
 
Carpet Bowls   Songsters Bridge 
MH & BR    Drop-in Centre Main Hall 
7.30-9.30   7.30-9.30 7.30-10.30 
  
WRI Meets on the 3rd Tuesday evening of every month in the Main Hall. 
Councilors Surgery held 7:00–7:30 on the1st Tuesday of the month in the Doctor’s Surgery. 
Community Council meets 7:30–9:00 on the 1st Tuesday of every month in the Blue Room. 
 
Community Centre Contacts 

Bridge Club   Janette Wilson  860347 
Carpet Bowling   Max Drummond  860782 
Ladies Keep Fit   Elspeth Abell  860343 
Monument Dance   Monument Dance Centre 451244 
Playgroup   Jackie Campbell  860761 
Rainbows   Nichola Young  860536 
Songsters   Janette Wilson  860347 
Toddlers    Pauline Evans  860398 
WRI    Anne Muirhead  860657 
Youth Group   Jane Hunter  860210 
Yoga    Anne Cobbet  01877 
       376291 

Doctor Surgery   Kippen Health Centre 870369 
Caretaker   Wendy Pizey  860407 
Management   Douglas Johnston  860384 
 
Primary School Activities 

Brownies Wed  Jill Bell   860472 
Guides  Wed  Liz Mansion  860608 
 
Other Useful Contacts 

Church 
Minister  Rev Richard Campbell   860678 
Session Clerk Audrey Birrell    860321 
Organist  Johan Mailer    860313 
 
Village Store Carol Ferguson & Lovat McGregor  860703 
Gargunnock Inn Table Bookings    860333 
 
Primary School Angus Black – Head Teacher  860291 
  Marshall Dallas – Parent Council  860500 
 
 

How to Contact The Bugle 
 
The Bugle is a regular Newsletter for Gargunnock village. 
 
We have an email address bugle@gargunnock.com which you can use 
to send us letters, articles and comments or suggestions for 
news/features for future issues. 
 
Items can also be posted or hand delivered to one of the following 
people in the village 
 
Douglas Coupethwaite 2 Mclarens Park 
Maitland Clark  38 McNeill Crescent 
Jackie Campbell  2 The Glebe 
 
At present we have a temporary editorial team in place, if you are 
interested in joining us we would love to hear from you.  We would 
also like to hear from future sponsors of The Bugle. 

Gargunnock Inn Sample Menu 
 
Goats Cheese 
Spinach and Carmelised Onion Tarte 
King Prawn Tempura 
                ................... 
  
Spicy Moroccan Lamb Meat Balls 
Pan fried Breast of Chicken & Haggis 
               ...................... 
  
Toffee and Pecan Roulade served 
with Vanilla Ice Cream and 
Raspberry Coulis 

Art Auction 
 

As part of the fundraising for the 
refurbishment of the Community Centre, 
an art auction of pieces by local artists will 
be held at Gargunnock House on Saturday 
2nd May 2009. 
 
We are looking for pieces of art and craft 
work created by local artists to sell at the 
auction. All proceeds will go towards the 
refurbishment fund. If you are willing to 
donate a piece, please contact: 

 
Jaine Marriott 

Musk Cottage, Main Street 
Tel 860624   

jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop 
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Note: the Gala this year will be on 13th June (a 
week earlier than in previous years).  Look out 
for more details of the programme in the next 
issue of The Bugle. 
 
Meantime, the success of the day is reliant on 
enough volunteers to assist. Our current list of 
helpers has dwindled seriously and we are in 
dire need of additional help. 
 
There will be a meeting to discuss the Gala in 
the Pub on Wednesday March 18th.  Last year 
we changed the Gala format considerably, we 
need your input to gauge if this was a success 
and if we should continue with that format.  
Please come along and give us your feedback. 
 
Alternatively contact  Jane 860287 or Maitland 
860460 if you would be available to help, even 
for just a short time, either on Gala day or in 
the run up. 
 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk provide a 
FREE service where you can shop 
online and raise funds for Gargunnock 
Playgroup & Toddlers.  We thank you 
for your continued support, to date we 
have raised over £300 through 
Easyfundraising with your help. 

 


