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It is interesting that the first Flower Show was held on 27th August 1983 so this year is the 40th Anniversary. As there were no funds for
that first Show the committee members at the time were asked to lend £5 each, this to be repaid as and when possible!! Maybe a leap
of faith?? So it’s good that this major Village event has kept going – and what a great show this one has turned out to be.

After a very peculiar Summer, the very hot weather in June followed by lots of rain and wind, there was a worry that flowers and veg
would be spoiled and insufficient numbers to provide a good show. Not so!  The quantity and the quality was of a very high standard
and the baking, crafts and children’s sections were very well supported, as they usually are.

The (neutral) judges were delighted with the quality on display and said they were so pleased to be a part of the Show.
It was great to welcome Green Routes to the show for the first time. This is a very worthwhile charity, based at the Walled Garden at
Gargunnock House, which is a training organisation for young adults with special needs. The intention is to teach the students
horticulture with a view to them finding work. They entered items in to the show itself, winning the Garden Estate Trophy for winning
the “Down the Garden Path” category. And they also manned a stall selling plants etc. This gave them a bit of exposure in the Village
and let people know that a visit to the Walled Garden would be a worthwhile experience.

Congratulations to all the awards winners
Most points in the children’s section – Amber Dunn, runner up Annabel Webber. 
Best exhibit in the children’s section – Flynn Steele.            
Most points in Baking, Confectionery, Preserves, Knitting and Fancy Work – Helen Graham. 
Most points in fancy work – Johan Mailer. Best Clootie Dumpling – Grace Smellie. 
Best entry in baking, preserves and handicrafts – Johan Mailer. 
Most points in pot plant section – Anne Christie. Best pot plant – Bill Nicol. 
Best hanging basket – Kathleen Sinclair. 
Most points in dahlias/cut flowers was a joint award between Anne Christie and Bill Nicol. 
Best rose – Helen Scott. Best sweet peas – Beverley Mountford. 
Most points in pansy and viola sections – Anne Christie. 
Best pansies – Helen Graham. Best dahlia – Bill Nicol. 
Best exhibit in the cut flowers section – Helen Scott. 
In the vegetables section, all four trophies (for most points, best onions, best exhibit of 
vegetables and best tomatoes) were all won by Bill Nicol. Quite an achievement. 
Best exhibit in flowers and vegetables sections – Helen Scott. 
Best exhibit in the industrial section – Johan Mailer. 
Most points in industrial section – Helen Graham, runner up Janet Iffla.                    
Most points in fruit, vegetables, pot plants dahlias, cut flowers, pansy and viola sections – 
Bill Nicol, with runner up Anne Christie.  

Thanks to the committee and other helpers for producing the Show and grateful thanks to everyone who attended the Show, enjoyed
tea/coffee and home baking, and donated items for the tombola.   A visit to the Show has hopefully inspired some possible entries for
next year, as it is important to keep this worthwhile tradition going for another 40 years.  More help and assistance is required to assist
the present committee to share the load of organising the event.
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Editorial

Reminder 

We’re a 20mph Village

Please be considerate of our
village and remember to
observe the speed limit.

And please remember to be
considerate when parking
too!

After a “Summer break” Bite and Blether will
be back on Wednesday 6th September in the
Community Centre from 11:00 - 2:00 serving
delicious soups, fabulous home baking,
coffee and tea. Please come and join us for a
bite and a blether! 

Dates for your diary
Wednesday 6th September
Wednesday 4th October
Wednesday 1st November
Wednesday 6th December

Pop along learn something new or simply just make
new friends in the village . It’s free 2-5pm.
 
Look forward to seeing you there.

Dates for your diary
September 24th
October 29th 
November 26th 

Chat / Craft / Create

Christmas lights for Gargunnock

PUB QUIZ on Friday 6 October 2023

To raise funds for the Christmas lights in the
village, lights for the Square and also new
lamppost mounted Christmas lights on Main
Street, Leckie and Station road and Manse Brae

Please join us, raise some funds and enter the
Christmas spirit!

Raffle prizes will be gratefully received by  
Chris Phillips, Ardfern, Leckie Rd, Gargunnock.

Visit our Crowdfunding page and give as little or
as much as you can.

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/p/gargunnock-
christmas-lights

The Welcome Team of Gargunnock Kirk have been busy! We’ve organised the
following events, to which all are welcome:

TALKS IN THE KIRK - All at 2.30pm, entry by donation.
10th September, Pete Rowell, Area Organiser for the Mountain Bothy Association,
“Mountain Bothies – Their Past Lives”
24th September, Dr Murray Cook, Stirling Council Archaeologist, “The Crossing of
the Forth at the Fords of Frew During the Jacobite ‘45”
8th October, Ian Roy, Secretary to the Clydesdale Horse Society, “The History of the
Clydesdale Horse”
22nd October, Mark Dickson, Humanitarian Aid Worker, “Welcome to Nowhere –
an Insight into Countries that Don’t Exist”

KIRK OPEN DAY - Saturday 23rd September 10am to 4pm
Kirk open to have a look around | Gargunnock kirk history video running
Local amateur historian present to answer questions
Tours of the old graveyard | Sale of local Gargunnock honey
Sale of locally made silver jewellery by Mike Kay
Refreshment stall with home baking | Kids activities

TOURS OF THE OLD GRAVEYARD - Looking at the 19th and early 20thC graves.
Every Wednesday and Saturday afternoon until the end of October, weather
permitting, booking essential, tel. 01786 860630. 

This is Septembers Bugle, on the first page of this
edition is an article about the 40th anniversary of
the flower show, a long time tradition in
Gargunnock.

On pages 8 and 9 there you will find photos from
the bike race. Thank you to everyone who sent in
photos and I apologise for not being able to include
all of them.

Also thank you to the distributors who go out
of their way to distribute the Bugle, and this
time the Shop Community Benefit Society
Pledge Form too.

All contributions can be sent to
gargunnockbugle@gmail.com, please send
feedback for this Bugle edition. The deadline
for the next issue is 12th November 2023.

Louise Crawford, September 2023



Gargunnock Parish Church - Update

Commemorate Tree: After the morning service on Sunday 7th May, the congregation moved out to the Church Yard
Boundary wall for the planting of a ‘Royal Frost’ Tree to commemorate the Coronation of King Charles III on Saturday 6th
May 2023.

The planters were Johan Mailer and Emma Hay. Johan’s family, the McLaren’s, has had a long association with the village as
her Great, Great Grandfather Archibald McLaren came to Gargunnock in 1820 from Blairdrummond. He set up a sawmill at
‘Viewfield’, Manse Brae then re-located to Gargunnock Station off the A811. Emma a Primary 7 pupil at Gargunnock School
who moved onto Secondary School this year, represented the younger generation. We hope she will pass on the history of
the tree for decades to come being able to say “I was there”. After the planting the tree was blessed by Rev Lynne Mack.

There are now two areas in the village that commemorate Coronations - The Gates into the Rest Garden - the 1953
Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II and now the Tree on Manse Brae - the 2023 Coronation of King Charles III.

The Months of September and October are busy months for the Church as the Welcome Team have arranged fortnightly
Sunday afternoon talks at 2.30pm in the Church and will be participating in Stirling Council’s OPEN DOORS during the
weekend of 23rd and 24th September. Details of all the events being organised by The Welcome Team can be found on p3.

Services are at 10.30am to which all are welcome.
September 10th To be confirmed
17th To be confirmed
24th Douglas Barr Harvest Thanksgiving
October 1st Ian Roy
8th Ian Roy
15th To be confirmed
22nd Douglas Barr
29th Rev Iain Goring Holy Communion

Audrey Birrell, Session Clerk



Shop Update



At last the mists are clearing about the shop. The great news is that John Scott (Scott Property) born in Gargunnock and now living
abroad, has bought the shop to take it off the market until we can raise the money to buy it from him and refurbish it to a modern
standard. John hopes other residents will also come forward to offer to support the shop; has also stated that he is willing to
consider further support as has the Gargunnock Estate Trust.

Over the last few months, the shop group has been very active in the background. We are now a registered Community Benefit
Society (CBS); we needed to do this so we can apply for funding and receive awards and manage these in accordance with financial
regulations. We have submitted detailed grant applications to the UK Community Ownership Fund (decision due late September
2023) and the Scottish Land Fund (decision due November 2023).

Planning permission has been applied for to put solar panels on the south face of the roof and Building Warrant drawings have
been completed and priced. If we are successful with the Community Ownership Fund, we will be required to complete the work
within a year of the approval, so we intend to be able to hit the ground running.

The aim is to have a shop building that is cheap and easy to maintain and run, then to offer it on favourable terms to a
professional shop tenant/manager who will run it as a business for the people of Gargunnock.  

The Community Benefit Society (CBS) is a cooperative entity where the shareholders are members of the community. Currently,
there are 5 members, who form the Management committee. While the shop surveys have clearly shown that there is support for
the shop, the Scottish Land Fund has asked us to demonstrate support by recruiting new members to the society that are
eventually willing to become shareholders. A share offer will be made later in 2023, (a share is going to be £25). What we need at
this point is to demonstrate community support and for individuals to pledge that they will become CBS members and buy a share
at some point in the future. If you want to be part of this great venture and become a member of the CBS this would be great time
to let us know. 

You can do this by getting in touch with the following people or by taking part in the poll on Facebook - Christine Phillips
cpphillips16@gmail.com | Julie Cole   juliecole67@gmail.com | Douglas Johnston  djohnston@thehaven.eu | Richard Parkin 
 rpgparkin@outlook.com

Bye Bye Brownies 



At the end of June, we said a sad but fond farewell to our 20+ strong troupe of 1st Gargunnock Brownies. Since taking over the
running of the unit in 2013, we have seen more than 90 girls from Gargunnock, Thornhill, Kippen, Blair Drummond, Doune and
Stirling join our merry little unit, build friendships across the community and gain confidence as they mature through their
Brownie journey.

While Jackie and I have volunteered for over a decade, our contribution is miniscule in comparison to that of Gill Bell, our Mrs B
and the girls’ favourite “ Queen of Games”, who has given over 60 years’ service to Girlguiding.  This is a phenomenal achievement
which was recognised in June this year when she was awarded the Buchanan Trophy, donated by the Falkirk Council Provost,
William Buchanan, and is awarded to someone who has shown outstanding commitment to Girlguiding.  

Sadly there was no one able to take on the unit to allow it to continue as a village activity and so the unit closed in June.   

Before we sign off for the final time, we would like to say a huge thank you to all the villagers who have helped us over the years
with our treasure hunts, supported our fundraising activities and gave us a wide berth on the roads when we were off on one of
our rambles round the village.  

Special mention must go to David Penman who gave up his time to show the girls lots of wildlife on two visits to the Glebe Ponds
and also to Blair Drummond Safari park for giving over the park and barbeque area to ourselves and Guides every single year, free
of charge.  The Sausage Sizzle was the annual highlight and a favourite for many of us. 

To our Duke of Edinburgh and other young volunteer helpers over the years.  What stars you are.  Your energy, empathy and
compassion for the younger Brownies showed us not only how you matured into lovely young adults but that you were still little
Brownies at heart.   We wish you all success in your lives and careers.

Thank you to all the parents who supported Brownies, supplied donations, smiled encouragingly when presented with the
takeaways from craft nights and overall, could not have been more supportive of their little Brownies.  

Which brings us to the final farewell and thank you, which must go to all the Brownies. You lit up our lives with your smiles, never
ceased to amaze us with your varied and interesting little characters, your talents at gymnastics, singing and acting, your curious
quirks and funny stories, your unending strings of questions, your insights into life and family and most importantly, your
encouragement and support of each other – please, please, keep doing that for each other.  Remember your promise to be true to
yourself and to help those around you.

Karen, Jackie and Gill






Windfarm Fund 

Since the last issue the Windfarm Panel has made a number of awards:

Upgrade of Beeches path - £6,500 to the Development Trust
Chat/Craft/Create class - £250 – contribution towards rent of community centre for this new class
Noticeboard for Kirk Welcome Team - £874
Replacing toys in Sandpit at park - £500
Gargunnock Gala - £957.18
Christmas Lights Upgrade - £2,872.67 to the Community Council

It was great to see such a range of applications – both from new and improved opportunities to bring people to together
through to investment in our community assets. It was brilliant to see some good partnership approaches. Stirling
Council’s contributions to help improve other play equipment in the park alongside their guidance and advice re the
Christmas Lights upgrade are welcomed. The community contribution to the Beeches path upgrade will help to lever in
significant external funding through the Ian Findlay Path fund and also the Clackmannanshire & Stirling Environment
Trust. A big thank you to all those individuals who have put time and energy into making Gargunnock a great village to live
and work in. 

The Windfarm Panel is made up of community based volunteers including representatives from the Development Trust
and the Community Council. The Panel is responsible for making awards within the Gargunnock Community Council area
from Renantis (previously FALCK Renewables fund).  

We need you!
Membership on the Panel is time limited which means that there is a regular rotation of Panel members. It works well like
this – creating opportunities to have a good mix of representation from folks living in our community.  It’s a friendly,
interesting group to be involved with, and with meetings approx. 4 times a year isn’t too onerous in terms of time. We
have a couple of our longer serving panel members leaving at the end of the year, and we still have a position available
for a Youth Rep aged 16-25yrs.  If you would like more info, or know of someone who you think would be interested
please get in touch: windfarmpanel@gargunnock.org.  

We have our next meeting in October.  Deadline date is 18 September. When submitting an application always
download latest form from https://www.gargunnock.org/wind-farm-applications. If you want to submit a time critical
application before then please email windfarmpanel@gargunnock.org 

Juventus have a network of Junior Academies spread across the world. In June this year they held a
“world cup” spread over three days and attended by Juve Academies from over 48 countries. The
event kicked off with the opening and closing ceremonies held in the Juventus Allianz Stadium after
which the players were transported to the Olympic Village in Badenocchia which was their base for the
duration of the competition.

Juventus run a number of academies each year across Scotland. Ruairi attends the Academy held at
Stirling University. He was one of two local boys selected to represent the Scottish Juve academies in
Turin.

The competition was extremely high with teams from Toronto, Sydney, Miami and 
England setting the standards and dominating the early games. Scotland gave a good display but lost
out in the gold competition, beaten 2 0 by Toronto who went onto win it. The Scottish boys however
went on to win the Bronze competition beating Egypt, Cyprus, Nigeria and Poland.

Local Lad Represents Scotland at Juventus Academies World Cup

Ruairi received positive feedback from the Juve coaching team, who said that he had been
outstanding throughout the competition. The team also received good feedback and were
voted 3rd in the league for behaviour, playing in the right spirit and making friends with
other teams especially Poland, Cyprus and England.

The event was real opportunity to showcase football from across the globe. It was also an
opportunity for Ruairi to meet like minded boys and girls, form friendships and make
good memories. When asked for his thoughts Ruairi said it was great to play every game,
be part of a Scotland team, make some good friends, keep his Scotland shirt and win a
trophy! 



GARGUNNOCK COMMUNITY TRUST UPDATE 



Beeches Path - The Trust has now successfully raised sufficient funds from Paths for All (The Ian Findlay Fund), the
Clackmannanshire and Stirling Environment Trust and the Gargunnock Windfarm Fund Panel to upgrade the Beeches
path and make it more usable for more people.  We will soon agree a start date with the contractor.  As soon as we do,
we will let everyone know via the Gargunnock Facebook page, posters, etc.  The path will be out of action while the work
is carried out so that everyone remains safe.  The Trust appreciates that this may cause some issues for some people so
we apologise for any inconvenience in advance.

Gargunnock Community Centre - The solar panels and battery have now been successfully installed at the Community
Centre and are working well.  This project is a critical part of making the Community Centre carbon neutral.  This has
been on top of other works which altogether should make the Centre more financially viable in the long run.

Gargunnock to Stirling Path Project - The success of the UCI time trials in Gargunnock [and the measures taken by the
Council to make them work] have highlighted again the need for a safe off road active travel route into Stirling.  Building
on the tremendous efforts already made by the Trust we hope the Council will prioritise this as a key legacy outcome of
the event.

Gargunnock Windfarm Fund Panel: Vacancies coming up! - Interested in being part of the Gargunnock Windfarm
Fund Panel? Jackie Campbell has been both a community representative and the administrator for the Windfarm Panel
and is stepping down at the year end.  Similarly, Mike Fitches is also stepping down as a community representative.  The
Trust would like to record its sincere thanks to both Jackie and Mike for their tremendous input and support for the
Windfarm Panel.    

We are now looking for two community representatives to join the Panel so if you are interested drop a note to
gargunnocktrust@gmail.com.  This role involves attending up to three meetings a year to review applications made by
local applicants.

We are also looking for a new administrator for the Panel for which a small annual honorarium is available.  Jackie has
agreed to help hand over the reins to whoever wishes to take on the role. Again, if you are interested then please email
gargunnocktrust@gmail.com.  This role involves coordinating the applications for funding, ensuring all the information is
provided by applicants, circulating applications to Panel members, taking a note at the Panel meeting and then
communicating the decisions. 

Clubs, Groups and Activities Event - We have now heard from a number of local groups interested in being
represented at a proposed Clubs, Groups and Activities day.  The idea is to have an open day for clubs and anyone
running activities etc in the village to showcase what they are doing and to possibly attract new members.  If you haven’t
let us know whether you are interested, please drop danwilliams23.dw@gmail.com or nathananderton@yahoo.co.uk an
email.  We will confirm date and times as soon as we have sufficient numbers. 



Club History

Last season rounded off with the annual club Dinner, AGM and Prizegiving. The highlight of the evening was a
presentation on the history of the Gargunnock Curling Club by Martin Johnstone. A treasure trove of club paperwork
going back to the mid-1800s had been passed on to the resurrected club by the Youngers of Old Leckie having been
safely stored by the Younger family since the club’s closure in 1960. Martin’s plan is to document the club’s history for
future generations and share some of his findings here. Watch this space!

Another historic item returned to the club this year is a
beautiful plate donated by Mr Nimmo Clarke. As the plate’s
engraving testifies this plate had been presented by
Gargunnock Curling Club to Mr Clarke’s grandfather, Charles
Kay, in 1888. Mr Kay, of Mill Farm, had been a stalwart of the
curling club and a prominent member of the Gargunnock
community at that time. The club’s intention is to introduce a
new competition to compete for this very special trophy. Here
it is pictured above with members:

Photo taken by Anne Marie











Gargunnock Walking Group – August 2023

The Gargunnock Walking Group has continued activity in 2023 with some excellent recent walks.  The last walk was a
circular route at the Hermitage at Dunkeld.  This takes in such historic places as Ossian’s Hall and Ossian’s Cave, as well as
some highly scenic waterfalls on the river Braan.  Previously we walked in Glen Lednock where we heard and saw a variety
of birds which live in such countryside.  Fortunately, we have regular members who can recognise birds and their song
without recourse to phone apps to help with identification.

The walks for September will be:
Tuesday 12th September – Abyssinia Bothy in Glen Kinglas.  This is a return visit to this walk, in anticipation that the
weather is better and the burn which has to be crossed to get to the bothy will not be in spate.
Thursday 28th September – Local walk to be decided.

Possibilities for further walks include visits to Dumgoyne, walks around Auchterarder, and repeat walks may be made to
the Whangie and Loch Ard Forest.

As usual these walks will depend up on the weather on the day.  We want to maintain the tradition of walking on fine clear
days when we expect to have stunning views of the surrounding countryside.  And we are always on the look-out for new
and interesting walks within easy access of Gargunnock

We normally gather at 9:30a.m. in the pub car park prior to starting our walk, and we always try to minimise the number of
cars by sharing.

If you are interested in joining us, call me on 01786 860608 or drop me an email to edmond.mansion@btinternet.com and
I will put you on the circulation list for meets and send a copy of the Guidance Notes.  Please note that one of the few rules
that we have is no dogs as we occasionally walk though areas where livestock graze and I would not wish to be associated
with anyone’s dog however well-disciplined whilst in the vicinity of cattle.  We also expect participants to be responsible for
their own wellbeing and capable of going the distance of the walk.

Edmond Mansion



Gargunnock SWI



Back in May on a sunny evening we held our AGM at Briarlands where we enjoyed a delicious picnic box and had a fun ride
around the farm. It was a relaxing  well attended meeting end to our year.

Also in May when it seemed every day the  sun shone we had our 
annual outing and this year it was to Scone Palace. A mini bus 
took us to the Palace where we had lunch and a very interesting 
guided tour.

In June we awarded a long serving member Anne Muirhead with 
an Honorary Membership for all her services locally and further 
afield with the SWI. She has been dedicated  to the Rural throughout 
her life. She has held office for numerous years on the committee and been both 
President and Secretary. When she retired from Cornton Vale Prison she became 
Federation secretary which at that time was a very busy role with over 40 institutes. 
She went on to become Vice Chairman and Chairman. She is the queen of needle 
skills and baking. She has always been so encouraging to everyone interested in 
learning new skills. We gave her a garden chair and flowers for her to enjoy sitting 
outside in the summer sunshine unfortunately the weather hasn’t always conformed!

Our new session starts on Tuesday 19th September at 7.30. We are having a fun 
evening with Jayne Wilson and Body Shop. The talk will include opportunities to try 
samples and if you are lucky enough to win a game you will win a product. Afterwards 
we all will enjoy tea/coffee (try to remember to bring your own mug) and of course 
cakes.

Our programme for the year is very varied and we hope appeal to all age groups and 
interests so why not come along in September. New members and visitors to 
Gargunnock SWI are always welcome. Our members are not restricted to just Gargunnock we have a number who live in
Stirling. We meet every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7.30 in the Gargunnock Community Centre.

If you would like more information or are interested in joining please contact me on 07815522247 or email
bmountford31@gmail.com

Beverley Mountford – President Gargunnock SWI

On Monday 31st July the Flower Show arranged 
a demonstration evening in the Community 
Centre on how to best present your entries 
for this year’s show.

We were very privileged to have our own 
village show judge Norman McBean from 
Thornhill to host this event.Norman is a well 
respected judge and one of Scotland’s top 
growers of flowers and vegetables.

His talk was very informative and good humoured 
as he showed us the best way to enter onions, 
shallots, carrots, dahlias etc. He even shared 
some of his top secret tips!

We all learned lots and Norman was very patient 
answering our many questions.

Many thanks to Norman for being so generous with his valuable time.

Flower Show Demonstration



Down at the Farm

It’s often said that farmer’s are never happy with the weather. This summer is no exception, though I suspect most others
are pretty unhappy with it too. May and June were lovely warm, sunny and dry. First cut silage was made easily, the start of
the winter feed for the cattle. Some folks even made a bit of hay  -  though along here the timothy hay we harvest wasn’t
quite ready to take advantage of the long weather window.   Cue July and the school holidays and it’s all gone to pot - we
use the term ‘catchy’ to describe this never ending pattern of daily rain showers. 

As you drive along the Carse now you’ll see fields of oats, barley and hay ready to harvest. Small sections of hayfields cut
and, if lucky, baled and stacked – but the 4 day dry spell we really need to give us confidence to cut in full has proved
elusive. Anyone with farmer friends will have noticed the surly moods, persistent and repeated checks of weather apps
and an inability to keep their eyes on the road whilst looking at what everyone else is doing (or not) as they drive. As I write
there is the tightest of windows coming this week, and we’ve decided to cut all the hay fields and keep our fingers crossed
that we can work around patchy showers and speeding cyclists to make our winter feed.   

It's great to see the cows and sheep out in the fields. Summer brings regular shifting of both between fields to graze the
grass efficiently. Lambs born back in the spring should be being separated from their mothers about now. You need fields
available when you do this, ideally putting the lambs onto new growth grass. With delays in getting the silage and hay cut
we haven’t had the fields available, but with silage made last week this will be the next big sheep job. Standing at a gate
calling the cattle over to move them onto new grass is one of life’s simple pleasures. For them the grass really is greener
on the other side. 

In the farm shop we’ve reached the end of our salad season but have Fergus’ Charlotte and Red Duke of York tatties in
stock. We’ve got beef and pork butchery scheduled for end August so will have plenty in the freezers for our popular meat
boxes, or available to order in smaller volumes. The hens are still laying well and enjoying the sun on their backs. Check
out our online shop https://shop.oldleckie.uk to order for free home delivery or on farm pick up. 

Alison Younger



Guess what I found in the Burn this time! 

This village both has and has had some talented historians. These include J McLaren and his informative articles on modern
Gargunnock history published in the Bugle, and I McCallum who wrote the book ‘Gargunnock Parish, Village, and Guest House’. We
even have a world expert on the fate of HMS Glorious which culminated in its sinking on 8 June 1940. 

Sadly, I’m not that competent. My first foray into village history was relegated to page 14 of the September 2022 Issue 71 of the
Bugle. This article was about a peculiar and particularly small axe head that I found about 1 foot underneath the bed of the Burn on
the Summer Solstice, whilst replacing an old lead pipe water supply to the Old Church Hall. The article received rave reviews, such as:

*Banter better than Bite & Blether.
*Best thing to happen in the village since the return of the gala committee.
*Riveting to the very end. Just like the Gargunnock Village Childcare Halloween Duck Race (don’t forget to sponsor a duck. Look out
for posters in October.)
(*Never miss an opportunity to plug any of the many wonderful groups and societies this village has to offer).

Despite detailed research I was unable to identify its purpose. But I did narrow its date of manufacture to somewhere between the
beginning of the Iron Age and the opening of B&Q (in words of the British Broadcasting Corporation ‘other hardware stores are
available’). 

Well, a year on I have no better answers to what such a small axe might have been used for. A neighbour had a rather interesting
theory that it could be a farrier’s axe. In the days prior to modern rasps being used to file down horses’ hooves, farriers used a fine
axe to trim them. This would fit well with village life prior to the arrival of cars in Gargunnock (if anyone has any records of some of
the first cars in the village it could make an interesting article). But I can’t prove this use. 

What I have learnt is that Gargunnock has an illustrious history when it comes to axes. On 23 March 2023 the whole of Gargunnock
Primary School along with Tapsalteerie Theatre Company presented “The Great Gargunnock Story” – a spectacular performance
covering Gargunnock’s fascinating history from Neolithic to Now (another plug in this article – for a nice day out why not cycle to Old
Leckie and then take the Glinns road to Fintry and visit their new museum https://fintrymuseum.org.uk). Did you know that the
oldest axe ever found in Scotland came from Gargunnock and is believed to be approximately 8,000 years old?

Well after that brief introduction, let’s move on to the main topic of this article. In the words of the country bumpkin Jesse from the
BBC comedy sketch show "The Fast Show":

"This year, I ‘ave been mostly finding…a carved stone in the Burn."

Remember the lovely weather we had back in mid-June? Yes, almost a year to the day after finding the axe head, I was undertaking
my annual maintenance of the Burn wall when I stumbled (literally) upon this carved stone. 

Just like the axe head, it begs the questions: what was it/how old is it/where in the village did it come from/how did it end up in the
Burn or more pertinently why did it end up in the Burn? I can’t even be 100% certain which way up the stone was intended to be. I
think it should be pointed end upwards and I have photographed it in this orientation. For the curious reader, there are two easy
ways to imagine what it would look like in the other orientation. My recommendation is to stand on your head. Some might find it
easier to rotate the Bugle instead. 

Dating it is not easy. Indeed, even with laboratory equipment it would be challenging as the surface has been worn through tumbling
within the Burn. Any organic lichens have long since gone. 

We live in one of the last houses in the village. So, in theory it could have come from almost anywhere upstream. But the village is
not that big. I walked the entire distance of the village from North to South looking for a possible origin. No luck. Historically, the
centre of the village was a mixture of agriculture and industry. Not a particularly fitting location for a carved stone. More grandiose
buildings are a long way from the Burn, so it would have to be one committed vandal to have carried it all that way.  

I wondered if it came from the Church or surrounding graveyard. Despite exhaustion from traversing the village I proceeded to
search the entire Churchyard. Again, no luck. The Burn often experiences torrential waters as storm water rushes off the hillside.
Indeed, the superb Village Childcare Halloween Duck race has frequently needed to be rescheduled at short notice to avoid the
ducks being washed all the way to Norway (again look out for posters on how to sponsor a duck in October). But the little stream at
the back of the Rest Garden joining the Burn does not flow so forcefully. Therefore, it feels unlikely that the stone came from the
Church. 

By this point some readers may be thinking, ‘Why not ask our village’s excellent stone mason Impressions in Stone?’ Due to deadlines
and my disorganisation, I ended up sending a photograph that I had taken earlier. Initial thoughts were that it was a grey sandstone
that had been turned on a lathe and was potentially originally part of a baluster. This feels promising. 

So now I turn to the village. If anyone has any photos, remembers a garden in the village with a baluster, or if anyone has any other
ideas, I’d love to hear them. 



Aston at the Old Church Hall
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Police Report

Fraud - A local elderly resident was a victim of a fraud whereby they were contacted by a person purporting to be from Visa,  
allowing them access to their online banking accounts. A considerable sum of money was withdrawn from their account.

Theft - In June an unoccupied dwelling was broken into by smashing a window and a quantity jewellery was take. Enquiries
are ongoing. It is important to remain vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Police to be investigated.

Remember, having your home broken into is not common. There are however many ways that you can help secure your
home. They don’t all cost money – some are common sense and good housekeeping. First, think about basic good
housekeeping routines that aren’t expensive. Keep your home locked at all times. Many thieves do not need to break in at
all because a door or window has been left open or unlocked. Don’t leave keys on the inside of door locks, under mats or
anywhere else they can be easily found. If you have a ‘thumb turn’ lock on the inside of a door, ensure that it cannot be
accessed from outside.

Community Engagement and Reassurance - PC Graeme McNulty and PC Matt McCammon are based at Balfron Police
Office and can be contacted on 101 or at ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.police.uk. It is recommended that this email address is
used by the local community for email contact however should not be used for crime reporting.


