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Gargunnock is proud to be a            zone

Acts of Kindness
Iona and Brianna have both been doing acts of kindness as a kindness project during lockdown. They decided to think about
what we could do for others during this time and how lucky they are really living in Gargunnock with nice walks and food etc
even although they have been missing their friends terribly ...and Iona has been delivering some wee gifts to some elderly or
housebound neighbours including hand creams and fudge and hand painted rainbow shells. Brianna really wanted to help
homeless people or people who have been struggling during this time and has done quite a few collections for Start- up
Stirling. She has been so bowled over by the generosity of the people in the village with her box constantly getting filled up!
They have both had a good clear out of their clothes and shoes and bags for a homeless rucksack project in Stirling, and have
helped put together free Neals Yard goody packs for NHS staff at ICU in Larbert hospital and doctors surgery.  

It would also be nice to mention Chloe Bruce for her initiative of putting notes round
elderly doors right in the beginning offering soup and help, and to Clare Rolley for
coordinating the Covid response group and for Debbie Masson who has been an
active member of that group, getting shopping for a few housebound people in the
village.
A special mention too for Anne-marie for her gorgeous pictures which she has been
posting on the Gargunnock Facebook page that is sure to have kept folk going and
feeling positive especially those maybe not able to get out during this time. 
Then there are those who were sewing lots of scrubs. The ladies that helped were
Fiona James, Fiona McCartney, Kirsty Baird and Morag Park. They had all been to
Fiona James'  sewing classes and offered to help with the scrubs. They weren't able
to get together due to Lockdown, so Fiona made several video tutorials to
demonstrate how to make them. They each made a few sets and between them
they made a total of 30 sets of scrubs for local Doctors as well as some headbands
for care home staff and Kirsty made masks for a donation to charity. Fiona declares
that it has been great to contribute something back to the NHS and share the
experience with friends.
Thanks to Mairi Taggart and Fiona James for providing the nominations and content
for this article Acts of Kindness. More acts of kindness are shown throughout this
issue of The Gargunnock Bugle.
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Gargunnock Community Trust update
Introduction 
I’m sure you will all agree how unprecedented the past few months have been. The anxiety of the first few weeks of
Lockdown and how we might all manage to cope has been replaced with a degree of monotony as the restrictions have
limited our movements and choices. Still there have been pleasant moments appreciating even more our surrounding
countryside and the community coming together to support each other in these challenging times. 
Although things have been definitely quieter in the village these past few months, the Trust has had a few things to keep it
busy. We would like to express our appreciation to Falck Renewables who have donated £3300 from the windfarm proceeds
to help people in the village affected by the pandemic situation. The Trust is currently working with the Windfarm Panel to
agree how to best distribute this funding. 
As you will see from other news in this edition of the Bugle there are plans to develop further wind turbine capacity in the hills
behind the village which could again provide funding which we could see benefit the village. Our rescheduled AGM later in the
year will be an important time to discuss our collective ambitions for the village as we come out of Lockdown and look ahead
to a brighter future. 
Trust News
June is normally a very busy month in the village with the Gargunnock Show, Gala and the Gargunnock Community Trust
AGM. Unfortunately, Covid-19 has meant June 2020 has been a much quieter time. Given the current situation the Trust has
agreed to postpone its AGM until later in the year.  When allowed the Trust will give everyone early notice of the date as this
year, we would like to outline the draft Trust strategy 2020/25.  Its content reflects many inputs including the legacy of project
ideas from previous surveys and consultations, comments and feedback received at its stands at the Gargunnock Show and
Gala last year and the outcome the 2018 AGM when Rachel Searle-Mbullu from Foundation Scotland helped facilitate a
session on projects linked to the Windfarm Fund.  So, the Trust would like to use the AGM this year to explain how all of these
ideas have been brought together and to explore whether they still reflect current thinking and the priorities for the village. So,
watch this space for more details which will come once the Scottish Government allow public meetings again.
Community Centre
When the Covid-19 emergency lockdown started in March all the bookings and the subsequent income for the Community
Centre stopped. As a result, we had to cancel all our projects for the Centre because we had no income to cover the costs.
The work we intended to do this year included joinery work needed as a result of the fire risk assessment, improvements to
the water supply to the drop-in centre, improving the entrance to the car park and the redecoration of the inside of the Centre.
With no income these things just could not happen.
Over the past three months the Trust applied for various grants but we were initially unsuccessful because community
facilities did not qualify. The situation was looking extremely bleak. However, in early June the rules for grants changed and
we were lucky enough to receive a grant that will enable us to carry out the works we had planned.
As we still do not know when the Centre can be fully open again, because of the social distancing rules, it will be up to all our
users to carry out their own risk assessment and make bookings wherever they think it is appropriate to do so. Further
guidance on this subject is being sought.
We are not out of the woods yet; it is almost impossible to know how long it will take to be where we were before March but
there is light at the end of the tunnel. Finally could I put out a plea to all of the users that still have invoices outstanding, could
you please pay these soon as you can, our fixed costs to run the Centre are around £1,000 per month and it is vital that we
generate what income we can.



Gargunnock Community Trust update continued....
Cycle Path Progress
Over the past year the Trust has been working with the cycleway development body Sustrans on the development of an off-
road cycle path between Gargunnock and Stirling. The Trust has attracted support for the proposal from Stirling Council and
national and local politicians. This enabled the Trust to obtain significant funding from Sustrans and employ consultants to
begin work on the proposal. The work is still at a very early stage with potential routes under investigation and discussions
with landowners still to be undertaken. The Trust will provide updates when there is significant progress to report.
Bite and Blether
The last Bite and Blether at the beginning of March seems such a long time ago and the world as we know it has changed so
much since then. In the meantime, can we again thank all our supporters. Without you, our customers, bakers, soup makers
and the folk who help us to set up beforehand and then clear up afterwards, there would not be a Bite and Blether. Hopefully
things seem to be improving and we look forward to welcoming everybody back - possibly after the summer break?
Membership
The Gargunnock Community Trust currently has in the region of 130 members from throughout the community and further
afield.  It is important for the Trust to have these members because when we are applying for funds, we often have to
demonstrate the level of community support for the Trust.  This can be done by quoting the level of membership from within
the community. Membership is open to anyone who lives in Gargunnock and the surrounding country side.  There is a
nominal joining fee of £1 which is applied to Trust funds. Membership forms are available at www.gargunnock.org. Personal
information gathered on the membership form is minimal and it is only used for occasionally imparting information to
members. Membership information is not imparted to any other organisation and it is held in a secured computer file.

Windfarm Panel 
The need for new Panel members, including an
independent Chairperson was advertised in the
village newspaper, website, and noticeboard.
Subsequently, there were two applications for
Chairperson and following interviews by a Trust
Appointments Panel, Alison Younger was
appointed. There were three applications for
ordinary Panel membership and as two existing
Panel members had stepped down there was
no need for interviews and Jackie Campbell,
Ian Young and Fiona McCartney joined the
Panel for the 30th of March meeting. There
have also been some concerns that enough
quality projects were not coming forward.
Following a campaign on the village website
and in the community newspaper it was
encouraging to note that 10 projects were
submitted for funding at the February meeting.
While further work is required to encourage
major legacy projects, good progress is being
made in supporting village initiatives. 
The village community is now well-aware of the
existence of the Fund which has been
extensively publicised via the website,
Community Newspaper [The Bugle] and the
public noticeboard. Over the past three years
44 applications for assistance have been
received of which 38 have been successful
across arrange of age and interest groups.
Applications with significant legacy implications
include the Outdoor Learning Zone, The Glebe
Park, Community Centre Sinking Fund and the
Community Sound 
System.

Gargunnock Community Council and Community Trust Updates



In addition the Panel have agreed in principle to support both GASC and Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers due to
operational challenges, if required.
Applicants can apply for Small Grants of under £500 or Major/Strategic Grants of more than £500 for a whole range of
purposes if they are based, or operate within, the Gargunnock Community Council area. This year the Windfarm Fund has also
received additional money to help support the community response to, and recovery from, Covid 19. Information on the Fund
and how to apply can be found on www.gargunnock.org/wind-farm-applications. 
Funds are received from Kingsburn Windfarm Energy Ltd, managed by Falck Renewables. 
Gargunnock Community Trust administers the fund through an Independent Fund Panel consisting of upto 10 local individuals
who represent the community. We would like to record our thanks and goodbyes to Kirsty Baird, Kimberley Hay and Geoff
Peart who concluded their appointments and a, ‘welcome on board’ to Ian Young, Fiona McCartney, David King and Alison
Younger who have joined the Panel. The Panel’s next meeting is 5th October 2020.

Gargunnock Community Council and Community Trust Updates
Gargunnock Windfarm Fund
The Panel meets on average 4 times and year and since January 2020 has made the following awards to successful applicants:



Posting communications from Stirling Council concerning the
Covid-19 Pandemic situation, guidelines and support systems, on
the Village noticeboard and Facebook page.
Reviewing Planning Applications – In one case raising questions
with the Planning Department about the development of a
proposed Dog Boarding Kennels operation (Note: this application
has now been withdrawn).
Communicating with developers of the proposed Shelloch Wind
Farm on the Fintry Hills; and requesting that Gargunnock
Community Trust handle negotiations with the developer
concerning a potential community benefit fund.
Supporting the “Gargunnock Mutual Aid – Covid 19 Group” by
acting as a coordinator between Stirling Council and the Group,
and facilitating potential payment of out-of-pocket expenses for
this group. (These payments may also be available to other
groups supporting villagers at this difficult time.)
Communicating with Stirling Council over the replacement of a
beech tree in the Rest Garden that was blown over in recent high
winds (Stirling Council have agreed to replace this tree later in the
year).
Discussing with Stirling Council about the flower beds in the Rest
Garden – See a separate notice in this edition of The Bugle for
opportunities for green-fingered residents to take over these
flower beds (for this year only).

The Community Council AGM has been postponed, and we are
waiting to reschedule when open public meetings are allowed under
government guidelines --- so, keep an eye on our Facebook page,
the village website, and the noticeboard for
announcements on potential Internet meetings and the AGM.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL REPORT FOR THE BUGLE NEWSLETTER JUNE 2020
Your Community Council hopes that you are all keeping safe and well during this difficult time.
Like many other similar organizations, the Community Council has not met since the Covid-19 lockdown started.  However, we
are now considering holding virtual Internet-based meetings, and are investigating how to facilitate input from Gargunnock
residents.  
In the meantime, your Community Council has continued to work on behalf of the village, including the following activities:

Gargunnock Community Council and Community Trust Updates

A message from Dean Lockhart MSP
The restrictions which have been imposed on our day to day
lives remain really tough and are only going to get tougher as the
days and weeks go by. However, they are essential and are
making a difference. So please be reassured that by continuing
to follow the guidelines, we are all doing our part in protecting the
National Health Service and saving lives. 
I also pay tribute to the millions of key workers in our National
Health Service, supermarkets, council workers, delivery drivers
and other key infrastructure workers who continue to keep the
country running. We are all in your debt. 
As one of your MSPs, I am working around the clock, answering
enquiries from constituents and ensuring that people and
businesses get the help that they need during these challenging
times. I am also working with a range of local community
organisations to try and make sure that we all work together as
effectively as possible. 
If I, or my team, can be of any assistance then please do not
hesitate to contact me on dean.lockhart.msp@parliament.scot
or visit my website www.deanlockhart.com where I have a
dedicated page with up to date information. Stay safe. 
Dean Lockhart MSP



Flower Show Cancelled
I'm sure it will not come as a great surprise to anyone that the Flower Show has succumbed to the virus and will not take place
this year. Although the last Sunday in August is still a wee bit away, meetings to arrange it, getting judges etc are all on hold.
There was a good suggestion put forward to send in photographs of plants, flowers etc as there have been some wonderful
colours on display (well, if Chelsea Flower Show could do it, why couldn't Gargunnock!!) but we couldn't get a volunteer with
sufficient IT skills to coordinate it. IS THERE ANYONE OUT THERE WHO COULD STILL DO IT??
So, we will have to ensure that next year's Show will be an absolute belter!!.
However, at their last  meeting the Committee agreed to sponsor a village display which can be getting prepared for next
Spring. The idea is to have (at first) 6 half barrels or similar filled with plants to be situated throughout the village at strategic
points. This is almost like a Potorama but on a larger scale, and on a permanent basis. Each individual display will be the
responsibility of a Committee member, but hopefully anyone interested could participate. If it is a success, then more displays
can be introduced later in time.- please let us know if you want to be included.

The Gargoyles of Gargunnock during Lockdown!
The good news is that we hope that we may be able to perform outside in September, 
if Dr Murray Cooke is allowed to hold his annual open afternoon at Cambuskenneth Abbey. We hope!

Here’s the Gargoyles
of Gargunnock having
a long awaited
socially distanced
practice! We’re a lot
happier now!



Gargunnock Bridge Club
The Gargunnock Bridge Club has been operating since
1978, and one of its longest serving members(although I
hasten to add,  not the oldest) remembers those early days,
crouching down on the only chairs available - children’s
seats, until the baby bump put paid to her Bridge Club days.
This year, like so many groups, we had to cut the season
short, and unfortunately the virus put paid to even a few folk
getting together in their homes for a quiet game.
We hoped to resume in mid-September, but as I write this,
who can say if this will be feasible?  Most folk have said
over recent months how much they are looking forward to
the Club starting again, and it is indeed my hope that this
will be the case, and that we will meet for an evening with
friends for cards, chat and laughter(yes we do have laughter
in our Club).  We enjoy the ambience for the Community
Rooms for our meetings.
On a personal note, if there had to be a virus, where better
to live than here in such wonderful countryside, free to
roam, while still at safe distance, and friendly folk to pass
the time with, Street Bingo to while away a summer evening,
and so very many kind folk ensuring that those who were
advised not to shop did not go without.  
Thanks to you all.
Janette Wilson

Gargunnock Walking Group
The last outing of the Gargunnock Walking Group was to the
Whangie on Thursday 12th March.  In the interests of social
responsibility, we have not met since then.  From casual
conversations with some of the members it is clear they are
sorely missing their fortnightly social walk.
We now have to decide when we can resume walks whilst
continuing to be socially responsible!  We have to be able to
hold meetings of more than eight, and without restriction on
the number of households.  We also need to have the social
spacing reduced to one metre so that we can walk in
reasonable groups. 
We are currently hoping that the restrictions will be sufficiently
relaxed by the first Thursday of August (6th) that we will be
able to resume walks then.  The first “revival” meeting will be
a circular walk round Gargunnock followed by lunch at the
pub.  I will email members from time to time with updates on
this.
Once we have had our revival meeting, we will work out a
new schedule of walks through to Autumn and the end of the
year.  There are still walks in the area which we have not yet
explored.  I hope that we will be able to put together an
interesting programme of new and old favourite walks.  Any
suggestions are welcome.
If you are interested in participating in our walks and your
name is not on the circulation list, call me on 01786 860608
or drop me an email to edmond.mansion@btinternet.com
and I will put you on the circulation list for meets and send a
copy of the Guidance Notes.
Edmond Mansion

Word of the Month
CHOOSEDAY (n) At least half the time under lockdown,
you have no idea what day it actually is, so why bother to
remember and just call everyday the same. 



Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers
Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers runs sessions weekly
throughout the year for all children up to school age.  If you are
new to the village and have young children or are expecting a
baby please do get in touch.
Gargunnock Playgroup runs every Monday and Thursday from
9-11.30am during the school term in the Community
Centre. Our qualified staff run a varied set of activities suiting all
ages and interests.  We are an independent Playgroup,
registered with the Care Inspectorate, managed by parents and
welcome children from 2½ yrs to pre-school. The cost is only
£7.50 per session.  Ad hoc rates and discounts for more than one
child are available. 
Please contact playgroup@gargunnock.com for more details.
Gargunnock Toddlers provides lots of toys, snack time and a
warm welcome for parents-to-be, parents and children from 
0-5, or their grandparents/childminders etc. every
Wednesday morning (10-11.30am) in the Community Centre. 
Sessions are £2 for under 1s, £2.50 for older + 50p for siblings. 
Why not come along and see for yourself! 
NEWS
We are delighted to give a very warm welcome to our new expert
playleader Mrs Rea Gourlay!
New committee members; Nina van Rooijen, Carmel Patel,
Lauren Manzor, Nina Coy (Secretary), Lee Masson (Treasurer).
We are following all regulation and guidance with regard
to Covid-19 and will hopefully open in August for the new term. 
Please contact us for the latest information such as opening
times!
If you want to get in touch at any time please contact; 
Rea Gourlay (Playgroup Leader) 07851175815,
playgroup@gargunnock.com, 
Debbie Masson (Chairperson) 07779727209,
debstarmasson74@gmail.com, 
Nina van Rooijen (Toddler Representative) 07521499280,
n.v.rooijen@outlook.com
New/updated Facebook page coming soon…!

Gargunnock WI
Our last event saw members Beverley Mountford, Cathy
Rowley and myself attend a bread making course just before
lockdown.

Unfortunately the Rural Olympics were cancelled at the last
minute. Gargunnock had come first last year so we had our
reputation to uphold. Next year, hopefully!!
We were all looking forward to our March meeting with a floral
art demonstration from Janet Iffla but it too was cancelled due
to lockdown. This will be carried forward to a future meeting.
Heather McPhee had asked fellow members to help make
knitted squares for the longest scarf for an Alzheimer's charity
fund raiser.

Others have been busy,too,
as you can see............

Cathy Rowley had organised
a number of quizzes to keep
the brain cells active. Grace
Smellie, our Treasurer, has
had an extended family
holiday with her daughter and
family in Australia. Hopefully
she will be returning home
soon.
We normally meet on the third
Tuesday of the month at the
Community Centre when we
have a Speaker,
demonstration, hands-on. This
year group meetings are
unlikely to take place at the
moment due to coronavirus
restrictions. More information
in due course.

Gardening has really taken off while we are on
lockdown. Some people are taking this more seriously
than others.........



Police Report

Village Map
I have always loved maps.  The older the better and if they are local then that is a bonus.  For a long time now, I have maintained
a map of the village, available for anyone to use for whatever purpose, planning leaflet drops, collection routes or just locating a
house. This past winter I decided to redraw it, eliminating all but necessary detail and adding a house name index and this time
including information on outlying areas.  I often have to deal with exasperated delivery drivers with nothing but a house name to
go on. My own thoughts are that every house should have a number and now that the village
is pretty well complete meantime that would be easy to do.
The map is now here in the centre pages in black and white but it’s also available for download in colour at
https://tinyurl.com/gkstreetmap or for browsing in the village website at https://www.gargunnock.org/the-village
Hope you enjoy it.  I have more maps of a historical nature that might appear at a later date.
John McLaren

We are finding ourselves in unprecedented times and we hope that everyone stays safe until the virus has passed and we can go on to live
as close to “normal” as we can. 
Since the “Lockdown” was imposed we have been busy dealing with persons who have breached the Government Guidelines. Often
guidance and education has been used however fixed penalty tickets have also been issued when appropriate. 
Every summer the Forth and Endrick area gets visited by many people. The busier days were generally kept to a weekend, especially a
sunny one. However, with people being furloughed from work this means that any sunny day attracts people to areas such as Devil’s Pulpit
and Balmaha amongst others. With the easing of the “Lockdown” restrictions this has compounded things and more vehicles bring issues
with inappropriate parking along the road verges and at entrances which should be kept clear. Persons have been contacted and advised to
move their vehicles, others have been moved whilst about to park, fixed penalty tickets have been issued and vehicles have been uplifted. 
There has been an increase in cyclists since the beginning of “Lockdown”.  As a result of this there has been a greater demand for bicycles
and some shops do not have many in stock. Due to this increase in demand there has also been an increase in thefts of bikes all over.
Recently 2 bikes were stolen from the Killearn area, both whilst they were unattended. 
Shut out scammers 
Doorstep Crime affects some of the most vulnerable within our communities. It manifests in many forms including online and telephone
scams, exploitation by persons known to the victim and the fraudulent activities of unscrupulous persons purporting to be bona fide
tradespeople.
Police Scotland launched its ShutOutScammers campaign in partnership with Trading Standards, to advise the public how to spot a rogue
trader, or bogus caller, on their doorstep. 
COVID-19 and physical distancing guidance presents a unique set of circumstances and is an opportunity for criminals to exploit the crisis to
their economic advantage. 
As limitations on movement and social interaction begin to ease and the ability to have outdoor work done at home and in gardens resumes,
there is a concern unscrupulous trader may target the most vulnerable in our society. 
Rogue traders and bogus callers operate throughout the year but incidents generally peak in May, June, and August. Current restrictions
mean more people are at home when they would usually be at work, and as a result they may encounter more doorstep callers who know
householders will most likely be in when they ring the doorbell. 
If you receive an unexpected, and unknown, caller at the door: 
Always ask for identification and never feel pressured into making an on the spot decision and never hand over any money until you have
received appropriate paperwork (contract/service agreement/invoice) and understand what the terms and conditions are.
Always verify ID and research companies before agreeing to any work being undertaken. It is recommended to get three quotes for a piece
of work. 
Look out for family members and neighbours who may be vulnerable and may be an easy target by rogue traders. Encourage friends and
relatives who may be deemed as vulnerable to phone the police if they are in any doubt about someone who has turned up unannounced. 
If you would like to receive any of our advice and guidance on preventing crime, then get in touch or visit the Police Scotland webpage: 
https://www.scotland.police.uk/keep-safe/personal-safety/Shut-Out-Scammers.
Mobile Devices
When you see my colleagues out and about, you will start to notice that most of us are now carrying some additional technology with us! The
devices are part of the Police Scotland “mobile working” project, and we are one of the last divisions to see the rollout. In short, all
operational officers are being issued with electronic notebook/PDAs to speed up routine tasks and ensuring we do not need to return to the
office as often during the course of a shift. It has taken some getting used to, for tasks such as noting statements etc, but some of the
features have proved advantageous. Each officer can now carry out their own checks on the street using national databases, without having
to wait for a slot to talk to the Area Control Room. Historically, on busier nights it was often impossible to get airtime to carry out checks
owing to ongoing incidents elsewhere. We can also get emails on the go whilst out and about and carry out numerous pieces of paperwork
that are required during a shift. Hopefully, that will explain why you will see officers sitting on their “phones” at the side of the road from time
to time! We are either answering emails, speaking with residents, or obtaining details of the incident we are being sent to. It is all subject to 
4G signal of course, and so far, there are only a few spots that the devices do not seem to work.
PC Steven Graham and PC Gary Martin are the ward officers for the Forth and Endrick area, which incorporates Killearn and surrounding
areas. They are based at Balfron Police Office, and can be contacted at the office, on 101 or at ForthEndrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk . 
They regularly publish information and appeals online. The local Twitter feed can be found at @StirlingPol, and the local Facebook page can
be found at ‘Forth Valley Police Division’
The current ward priorities for the Forth and Endrick area remain Antisocial Behaviour, Road Safety, Theft and Community Engagement and
Reassurance.







Gargunnock Primary School 

Our new P1 boys and girls visited our Outdoor
Learning Zone, one by one  on Thursday 18th to
collect their book bags and a gift of a little
Gargunnock Bear. It was lovely to meet all of
them and their families. This is a picture of them
with Miss Barrowman their class teacher.

Lockdown Learning
What a term it has been!
Schools closed on Friday 20th March with only a few days' notice.  Immediately staff began planning how to take our learning
online.  We were in the fortunate position that we had introduced a learning journal app ‘Seesaw’ into school in October 2019.
Our aim in using the app was to connect home and school and to be able to share our classwork with our families in a timelier
manner; not just a couple of times a year at special events. Seesaw became an invaluable tool in lockdown.  Every Monday
morning, class teachers posted a grid of learning activities for the pupils to work through.  The learning activities were a mixture
of numeracy, literacy, health and wellbeing and other curricular areas such as French and topic work. Teachers were on hand
throughout the day to offer encouragement and guidance and worked hard to support pupils and parents alike in this new
situation. Completed work was uploaded by the pupils and teachers were able to comment and offer feedback.
School staff from across the Stirling area, myself included, helped to facilitate 6 childcare hubs for the children of key workers. I
was based in the St Ninians hub.  For 2 days a week, I became a part of a different staff team and took on a different role.  It
was lovely to have some children from Gargunnock Primary in the hub with me! Some of our staff were also involved in the
delivery of free school meals, and doorstep visits to some of our Gargunnock families.  
Planning our return
The last number of weeks have seen us carrying out capacity assessments and staff availability to begin to plan the phased re-
opening of school.  This involved among other things, measuring rooms, removing furniture and considering the use of alternate
entrances and exits to avoid overcrowding at the main door.  And then this week, the Deputy First Minister surprised us all with a
bit of a u-turn and announced that we were planning to open schools fully in August!
August 2020
So, our plan is to have everyone back in as normal in August!  We are delighted that our school role will be increasing from 59 to
64.  We will be welcoming 11 new primary 1 pupils along with some additional pupils who have recently moved to the village.  
Contingency Plan
In the event that the science tells us it is not safe for us all to return at once; that social distancing must still be adhered to, then
we have a contingency plan which was shared with parents this week.  Our contingency plan is to have 50% of pupils in at any
one time and to have children’s seats placed 2m apart.  Pupils will enter and exit school via their classroom fire door.  The
playground will be divided into three areas – one for each class to use in their recreation times.  All of our pupils have been
divided into two teams; Team Bugles and Team Drums (inspired by the Gargunnock flag).  Team Bugles will attend school on
Mondays, Tuesdays and alternate Wednesday mornings.  Team Drums will attend school on alternate Wednesday mornings
and all day Thursday and Friday.  
Absence makes the heart grow fonder! We cannot wait to welcome our pupils back into school.  We have so missed their
energy; their smiles, their stories, their company.  Bring on August! 
Janine Rushton, Head Teacher, Gargunnock Primary 

Lockdown
It’s been hard. Not being able to see friends,
not being able to go anywhere and staying two
metres apart from every living person on the
planet. And we are also having to see the
same 2-3 people EVERY SINGLE DAY. I think
that we are having this crisis because of...
ourselves. We did nothing about climate
change, and so the planet has basically said
“I’VE HAD ENOUGH!’’ Well, that’s my theory
anyway. Although this virus will teach us that
there are limits to this planet. And we had to go
ahead blow Its fuse. And because of this
silliness 380,318 people have died. This has
made me feel sad, angry, scared, and other
things that I’ve never even felt before.
Ethan Hart, P5



Lockdown life
Lockdown is the hardest thing I’ve ever been
through. [also I think I’m
going crazy. Surprise, surprise!]
But I’ve also got loads of surprises, like:
Getting a toy, I wanted.
Making a mini superhero notebook.
Learnt calligraphy.
Got/made a web shooter.
GOT MY OWN RABBIT!
See I’ve got tin a lot of stuff and surprises
through lockdown but that
doesn’t make up for these things1!
Social distancing!
Not seeing friends!
A lockdown birthday!
Needing to wait 3 hours for the doctor to see me
for my chest ache.
NEEDING TOO BE IN THE SAME CLASS AS
MY SISTER!
See nothing can make up for those things.
Schools ok [not] but I want to get back and see
my friends. [also my dad is super strict] 
At least I can sleep in.
I’ve learnt lots of new skills through lockdown
including magic.
But really I just want lockdown to stop!
By Hamish Webber, P5

Lockdown on the Farm
Being in lockdown is OK because I live in a farm and have lots of jobs to do.  I pack eggs, feed hens and move sheep.  In the
morning we get up, have breakfast then go to ‘homeschool’.  If it’s a sunny day then after we might go out and swim in the river. 
 Our puppy dog, Bug, and her mum Bee comes with us and they like to swim in the river too.  Sometimes we just play on the
trampoline and zipwire that dad built us.  It goes from our treehouse and it ends in our pet sheep Flopsie’s field.  And we have a
pizza oven that we sometimes have pizza in which is yummy.  At our house my mum and dad built us a big dam with silage wrap
on top at the waterfall.  We have a surf board and two inflatible boats.  We have a horse called Bizzy.  
By Nelleke Younger, P3

And it was also time to say goodbye to our amazing P7s.......



Lockdown by Cameron
When I heard the schools were closing I was so happy because my dream
was to be home schooled but because my mum works she has always said
I couldn’t be.  I wasn't thinking much about the coronavirus in the beginning
as I thought in the beginning people were just being overly careful.
Week one of lockdown wasn’t very good as my cousin passed away and
because of the lockdown we weren’t allowed to go to the funeral or see any
of my family.  I started doing some schoolwork on the chrome book that I
borrowed from Mrs Rushton.  I was enjoying being home and started
helping plant out seedlings in our veggie plots and practicing my guitar that
Chris is teaching me.
My mum would go to the supermarket to stock up on food but would leave
me and my sister at home with Craig.  She told me there was lots of food
that she couldn’t get and that there were empty shelves.  I asked if I could
go with her and see as I didn’t believe her but mum said if there was
someone to look after me I was safer staying at home.
On April Fools Day my mum and Craig woke me up and told me that Mrs
Rushton had phoned and school was back on.  I got dressed in my uniform
and got my school bag, when I got to the front door, they both burst out
laughing shouting APRIL FOOLS!  I was so annoyed but was laughing as
well.
I started really missing school, especially my friends.  My Gran and
Grandad drops stuff off mostly sweets and fruit but she has started to drop
money off.
That I am saving for a PC. Not too long ago my mom let me come to the
supermarket all the shelfs were empty and it was boring so boring. The first
thing I am going to do after quarantine is play football with Chris. And go
camping with Mia and Chris. Mia is a very close friend. and we are camping
in my garden.
I also went to my Dads for the first time. It was fun. I go to go walk with their
dog Ben. He is the most disgusting dog ever he would lick anything off the
ground, even old cola or old 7up.
by Cameron McGloin

My lockdown Experience
During these terrible months everyone has been
in lockdown, not allowed to see friends, family or
even having a normal chat with someone passing
by. 
      My life in lockdown has been quite a luxury!
Well with some obvious negatives. During the first
month of lockdown it was quite a change, doing
School work from home, waking up in the same
room every day and not going in the car for fun
trips! It was just a matter of getting used to ‘life in
the lock down’. I love holidays whether for one
day or seven weeks, so on the calendar I wrote
all the holidays I have (just in case I forget!) 
     My family has been coping well. My sister
Salma, who is just one year older than me, has
become an S2! She has got a LOT of schoolwork!
My Dad is building the kitchen and feeding us, so
he’s busy! My Mum works at the Forth Valley
Hospital, she has tried to work from home but the
good weather distracts her and my mum is ‘trying’
to complete a jigsaw, which is getting on her
nerves! The good thing is my mum is doing all the
shopping so now I have an excuse for not going
shopping (because it’s sooo boring!)
      The sunny weather during the lockdown has
been amazing. We try and finish our work and
then go outside to make the most of the weather
while we can! I have done a number of different
sports to fill the time, I have tried new hobbies
and different things like: making a small house
out of sticks, looking after tadpoles, writing songs
in German and my mum bought me a football
rebound net to keep me busy! Me, my mum and
Salma were camping outside in our garden, then
we slept outside in just our sleeping bags looking
up at the stars! Also together we went walking up
burns, splashing in the water and getting wet! 
     When I heard that you could see someone
(but social distancing), I was happy I could see
my friends! Me, Salma and some friends went for
a bike ride and swam in the water!
     Though I am in P7 that means this is my last
year of primary school, I will really miss everyone
(including the teachers!) I would have loved to
have a ‘normal’ end of school year, but that is
obviously not happening. I have seen most of my
classmates, though even if you see them you
have nothing to talk about because your mind
goes blank (well for me). Conversations always
go like this: ‘how are you?’ ‘good, you?’ ‘fine,
thanks’. 
     I can’t remember the time where I sat in the
car! It’s like, ‘remember those times when we
could do things!’
     I feel so lucky that I live in a beautiful place in
the country, I do feel for the people who live in
cities. I really do hope this ‘pandemic’ ends soon,
so we can all get along with our lives!  
 Zahra Sheikh :)

Lockdown
picture by
Innes J.
Heron



Lockdown for Ewan
On weekdays in the morning I watch TV before homeschool.  I like
watching Power Rangers.  Then we start homeschool.  I like playing
Sumdog the most.  
In the afternoon I stop school and I like playing minecraft. 
 Sometimes we go for a walk or we play outside. After dinner we
have family time.  We have been watching 72 dangerous animals.
At the weekend I can play Minecraft and I love playing outside on
sunny days.  I like playing with my lightsabers.  I love playing in the
paddling pool. 
By Ewan Jackson P3 

My Life in Lockdown
In recent weeks, everyone’s lives have been incredibly
different, due to the Coronavirus lockdown. Doing all of
my schoolwork from home has been much more
difficult, as I can no longer raise my hand and ask a
question if I don’t understand something, and it is much
harder to stick to a schedule if you are by yourself.
However, on the brighter side, it has given me much
more time to do what I enjoy, and practice and expand
my skills. Had the weather been miserable throughout
this time, it would have been so much harder, as we are
only allowed to see each other in person when we are
outside. Even then, we have to be two metres apart,
which is very difficult, especially when seeing family
members. This year was my final year at Gargunnock
Primary, and I have to say, this is not how I thought it
would end. We may not have a traditional leavers
assembly before high school, but I am so happy I got to
have my school residential trip to Dalguise with my
friends. My years at Gargunnock Primary School have
been truly wonderful, and despite the current situation,
they continue to do all they can to ensure that we have
the best send-off possible. I also had a birthday during
this strange period of time, and even though I couldn’t
see them, my family and friends did everything possible
to make sure I had a great day. This new way of living
has helped me to realise not to take things for granted.
Seeing my friends, going places whenever I feel like it,
even just going to school, had you told me a year ago
that I wouldn’t have been allowed to do these simple
things, I would have brushed it off and continued as
usual. It has helped me realise that everything can
change so quickly, and the things I would have once
taken for granted mean so much more to me now. 
By Ruby Conroy

Lockdown by Nina
At the start of Lockdown it was kind of hard, not being able to see
my friends or even go to school and finish my last year there.
However, I kind of have managed to get used to it. My dog Kasper is
much happier that there are people around him a lot more than
usual. I take him on a walk every day and most days it has been hot
recently so we let Kasper play with the hose to cool down. My cat
Simba has been lazy like always but is going out more probably
because of the weather. I have been chatting to my friends on
WhatsApp and Zoom, so we are still in touch. I'm still trying to keep
up with my schoolwork but it is different because I have never been
home schooled. With my sister we are baking a lot and me and her
are training most days together. I have also been keeping in touch
with my swimming team doing exercise with them once a week. My
mum and I are growing flowers and vegetables in the green house,
they are becoming quite big. My sister and I converted a garden hut
into a Snug in the back of my garden, where we sit at night on comfy
bean bags and watch a movie together. So that is some of my life
during lock down.
by Nina MacGregor

Lockdown challenge
During lockdown, I wanted to do something to challenge
myself, and also raise money for charity. I decided to
raise money for UNICEF because they help children
who have difficult lives. For my challenge, I decided to
run for 26 minutes. This was a tough challenge because
I was not very good at running! I trained for 5 weeks
using ‘couch to 5k’.
On the 4th of June, I set off with a pocket full of jelly
babies (for an energy boost) and a bottle of water (to
keep myself hydrated) thinking that there was no way I
could run for 26 whole minutes. We set off round Leckie
farm, and I actually found it quite easy! Now and then I
would pop a jelly baby in my mouth, and suck on it.
When I reached 26 minutes, I didn’t feel tired, so I ran
on. I had made it so far, I was now at the bottom of
Main Street. I ran and ran, and soon I was at my house
again. According to strava, I had ran 3.63km for 30
minutes and 29 seconds. I have raised over £400 for
UNICEF, and I am proud of my big achievement. 
Thank you to all those who sponsored me and have a
good holiday!
By Evie Moseley, age 10  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sara-moseley1        

Thank you...
....to my neighbours Fay McMillan, Craig Heron, Paul Galbraith and
Murdo McLeod for clearing up branches and debris when a tree from
my garden fell on the ground at Charles Street beside the garages. If
it wasn't for their help I would not have managed to tidy it up on my
own. So thank you once again,
Fiona McNicoll

Photo courtesy of Anne-marie Stewart



Lockdown Life on the Farm
It’s been a bit of a roller coaster at Old Leckie over the last couple of months. Early March it felt like Covid-19 was approaching a
bit like a terrible weather forecast.  Hoping things wouldn’t be as predicted but preparing for the worst. Immediate worries felt
both distant and closer to home. At the forefront was lambing. Due to kick off at the start of April it’s an annual period of self-
isolation for farmers, but with our overseas volunteers heading for the last flights home to Spain I definitely felt the stress of
wondering how on earth we would manage.
As lambing kicked in the weather worked its magic, turning off the winter tap and bringing warmth and dry days. It made all the
difference and we could be grateful for the distraction it was providing to the craziness going on around us. Whilst our holiday
accommodation and tour business immediately stopped, and we had to deal with refunds and reschedules our well established
home delivery service of our farm produce went pretty nuts. 30% more customers and what felt like a 50% growth in egg and
meat orders as folks found themselves working from home and understandably reluctant to head into supermarkets– especially
given that shelves were sporadically empty. There was no shortage of eggs nationally, but the complex supply chains relied on
by supermarkets proved vulnerable. Luckily for us we had built in some extra capacity when we stocked our new hen house,
and still had our older hens on site so we tried our best to meet demand from both our own customers and the local shop
network that we supply. 
Meanwhile the season rolled on into early summer (the farming calendar stops for no man or virus) and we were also now
having to juggle home school for the kids. The rain, when it finally arrived, was welcomed – the newly reseeded grass and
barley grew, cows went out and we’ve just made our first cut of silage (winter feed). We tried to take opportunities to ready
ourselves for the eventual re-opening of the tourism enterprises (15th July should see us back open) – painting the Farmstay
accommodation, organising a refresh of our website and have been on a steep learning curve hosting 3 live virtual farm tours on
the Go Rural Scotland Facebook page. 
We have always had many regular local walkers, cyclists, joggers coming through the farm. 
Some are creatures of habit and appear at the same time every day like a roe deer and others 
are more sporadic like magpies! Understandably this traffic has seen a big increase during 
lockdown with a lot of new folk about. For those new to coming through, please be aware that 
Old Leckie is a working farm with the associated dangers of farm vehicles and large animals. 
With this in mind please do not lean over fences to pet livestock,  proceed with awareness 
through the farm yard but don’t linger (large machines may be operating), have young children and dogs in your control and
make sure gates are left as you find them and your litter goes home with you. We would also suggest that you have your music
turned down low enough that you can hear a tractor or bull behind!  If we are moving animals along the track that you are on
please try your best to step well away from the track and keep out of view of the animals as they move past. 
A huge thanks to our farm help Struan, egg packer extraordinaire Matthew, delivery drivers (Craig, Michelle and Emma) and
invoice magician Libby for their patience and willingness to step up. We got much appreciated volunteer help from Tom and
Eadie in village to get the first salad plugs transplanted and have since been able to bring in (socially distanced) help from some
high school pupils looking to get out of the house and earn a bit at the same time. The team at Skinners have also been a real
support as we’ve had to quickly upscale our meat supplies and butchery orders. On reflection it’s been amazing the level of
support we’ve had from our kids, staff and customers. We’re grateful that we have such a diversified business, space and
beautiful landscapes and most importantly, a fabulous community that’s worked so hard to make sure everyone is safe and
supported in these strange times. What’s next? Shearing, silage and hay making are all on the (hopefully sunny) horizon but for
now I’m off to plan our shift to a digital platform for our home delivery orders so that my creaking brain can have a day off…... 

 

Photos courtesy of Anne-marie Stewart

Fergus and Alison Younger



Parent Council – School Fundraising
Gargunnock’s valued community and residents help raise money every year supporting a variety of events for the School,
including the Christmas Fayre, Bottle Stall at Gala Day, and the 200 Club.  These and other activities are organised by our
fundraising team who target to raise around £3000 each year to support the education and welfare of all pupils, and enable
them to take advantage of ad hoc opportunities not funded by Stirling Council.  The Parent Council and School have also been
lucky to access financial support from the Gargunnock Windfarm Trust, RBS and Diageo. 
So, this is a big “THANK YOU” to everyone who’s contributed their time, energy and money towards helping us reach our
fundraising goals.  We couldn’t have managed it without you. 
In August our current Fundraising Coordinator Jacqueline Sutherland will be retiring from her position after four years of drive
and dedication which included bringing back the Christmas Fayre to the annual calendar of events.  It’s a fun and rewarding
role, so please let us know if you think you could join us from September.  Notable thanks also to the wider fundraising
team including Ashley Fleming, Mairi Jackson, Tracy Peddie and Pauline Buchanan. 
Here is a summary of the current spending and fundraising priorities from the last School year. 
These followed from a survey with pupil households, discussions with Pupil Council, and voting during Parents' Evening:  
1.      All Weather Path to the Outdoor Learning Zone – £3600.  Parent Council have secured £677 from Diageo, have
         agreed a contribution of £1461 from general funds and have applied to the Windfarm Fund for the balance (application
         successful and funding approved) with the hope to complete before August 12th.
2.      Repair wooden play equipment – Parents will be volunteering to make repairs.
3.      Activity workshops (eg. Cooking, science) – £134 has been allocated to new netball equipment. Workshops will now be 
         limited hold due to Covid restrictions.
4.      Dyslexia reading materials – The school has now got good stocks from previous fundraising.
5.      Transport for trips – Parent Council has funded over £800 towards panto buses and cluster trips (for pupils to mix with 
         other schools).
6.      Materials for school (books, stationery, science kit) – the school has now got good stocks.
7.      Painted games on playground – School successfully received £500 from Windfarm Trust and work should be 
         completed in the new term.
8.      Breakfast club – £2000 of funds have been earmarked to help Breakfast Club meet running costs.
9.      IT kit and software – RBS funded an extra iPad and charging trolley.
Other suggestions made were around Coding equipment, Music Production, Garden Maintenance, Gaming and Activities within
the Outdoor Learning Zone. Parent Council and the school will consider these in the 2020/21 school year once any additional
needs are identified following the return to blended learning. 
Parent Council: Nathan Anderton, Alison Younger, Grania Watson, Fiona James, Kimberley Hay, Helen Haddow, Jacqueline
Sutherland, and Janine Rushton

Skinners Steak Pies

Leckie Produce 

      Eggs and sausages

Monday - Sunday 8am - 5pm

Many thanks to all the people who

have been supporting us during this

period - Alistair and Violet



Number 185 (ET) Number 336 (Hedge Man) Number 346 (Captain Tom)

and the winners are........................

1st 2nd 3rd

The Guides Scarecrow Festival

The Guides Scarecrow Festival was inspired by the teddies and rainbows placed in windows at the start of lockdown to offer support and
cheer people up.  We wanted an event that would engage our guides, villagers and be safe and accessible for all, particularly as the usual
annual events like Gala and Gargunnock Show had been cancelled.  Our guides worked really hard creating gorgeous flyers, helping with
delivery and judging.  We were amazed to see 63 scarecrows pop up over the week and heartened to see so many people out wandering
around trying to spot them. Although we have three worthy winners, it’s worth noting that over half the scarecrows received at least one
vote, and also special mention should go to the very cute and funny scarecrows that had clearly been created by children.  Kirsty Baird






