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ALTERNATIVE VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD 2015

the ME association

It seems that there has been little progress, either in the
search for a cure or in the level of support for sufferers, in
the ten years since Alan Cumming - a popular and well-
respected member of the Gargunnock community - took
his own life after being completely floored by ME.
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Myalgic Encephalopathy (or Chronic Fatigue Syndrome) affects people of all
ages. Symptoms include severe and debilitating fatigue, extremely painful
muscles and joints, sleep disturbance, stomach upset, poor memory and
poor concentration. Often ME's onset is triggered by a viral infection but
sometimes it can take hold following an operation or an accident.
Sometimes there is no apparent trigger. The illness can cause severe
disruption to people’s lives, with education or employment being impossible
and some sufferers being housebound or confined to bed.

Our 'Alternative Christmas Card' has raised over £10,000 for various
charities over the past ten years (including CHAS, The Scottish Cot Death
Trust and The British Heart Foundation) so it is fitting that we are joining
with other events in the village this year to donate to the organisation that
funds vital research and provides essential support to ME sufferers and
their families - The ME Association.

The ‘card’ is simply a wee poster wishing everyone in Gargunnock a very
Merry Christmas from everyone who has donated. It's pinned to the notice
board on Christmas Eve and included in the first edition of The Bugle in
2016. The easiest way to donate is online, where you can also post a more
personal message to your fellow villagers on the Just Giving page.

Thank you for your continued support and I hope you have a lovely festive
season when it comes.

Jane, email: jane-milne@hotmail.co.uk or phone: 01786 860661

HOW TO DONATE:

Online: www.justgiving.com/gargunnockxmascard (Please tick the
Gift Aid box if applicable)

Cash or cheque: Stick an envelope through my letterbox at JUNIPER
RIDGE, LECKIE ROAD (directly opposite the Community Centre path)

Please make cheques payable to ‘The ME Association

Remember to include a note of everyone’s name you’d like included on the
card

Gargunnock Senior Citizens' Christmas Gift Fund

Christmas quiz sheets are now available from the village shop. They
cost £1 and the prize for the first correct answer sheet drawn from all
correct sheets handed in by the closing date - Friday 11th December -
is £20. The theme this year is Christmas carols and songs. Don't miss
out. Please support this worthwhile cause by buying a copy and
having a go! As a change this year, can you please return completed
sheets to the shop where there will be a box for them. Thank you.

H2he.. Pot-orama 2016
* Do you want to take part and would like a pot?
Let the Flower Show know. Please contact

Maitland 07763098247, Sandra 07583820256
or Janet 07849480023
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Happy New
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Why not see in the New Year at the Square.

Come along about 10 minutes to midnight,
celebrate the arrival of the New Year, and enjoy
some camaraderie for a half hour or so before
going off to do your first-footing, or going to the pub.

The Church bell will toll at midnight.
f
QL Fireworks @

COME ALONG AND BRING f/%\iﬂ
YOUR FLASHING LIGHTS -

-
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There is no formal programme, it all depends on
the weather and who turns up on the night.

But something will happen.
Oh! And Bring Your First-Footing Bottle!!

(Newbies to the Village particularly welcome)

GARGUNNOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL INVITES

Members of the community to join the
school and parents at P1-3's performance
of their Nativity 'A Miracle in Town'
in the church at 11am on the 9th December.

Primary 4-7 would like to invite you to see
the dress rehearsal of their panto -
'Scheherazade’' come to the school hall
at 11am on 17th December. You would be
very welcome, and would provide the
children with a practice audience!
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WORRIED ABOUT ENERGY BILLS?
SLCF

STIRLING'S LOW CAl
e SUPPOTtEd

WANT TO REDUCE YOUR
CARBON FOOTPRINT?

RBON FUTURE
b
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STIRLING’'S LOW CARBON FUTURE CAN HELP.

Stirling’s Low Carbon Future is a local energy advice and wood
upcycling project that offers homeowners and tenants across
Stirlingshire the chance to access free, impartial energy advice.
Funded by the Climate Challenge Fund, the project offers local
people the chance to find out how to keep your home warm and
cosy whilst keeping bills and your carbon footprint down.

Heating your home can be a challenge in winter time,
particularly for people living in rural areas. However there are
many actions that householders can take to reduce their bills
and their carbon footprint, from installing insulation and energy
efficient lighting to investing in a biomass boiler or solar panels.
Whilst the cost of installing energy efficient and renewable
technology can sometimes seem daunting, there is plenty of
financial help available, including interest free loans and grants
from Home Energy Scotland.

To find out more about which measures might be suitable for
your home, come along to Gargunnock Community Centre on
Wednesday 25™ November between 6-7.30pm for a chat with
Stirling Low Carbon Future’s friendly Energy Advisor. To find out
more about our project, including our wood upcycling activities,
visit www.slcf.org.uk.

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE

FRESH CUT & DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

PRICES
4FT TREE £25 ;
SFT TREE £30

\. 7ET TREE £40 A4
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CONTACT

STEVIE BUCHANAN
07825 768771

The funeral service of Lady Younger (Diana) will take place
on the afternoon of Wednesday 2"¢ December at 2.30pm
in Gargunnock Parish Church

Celebrate Christmas properly at Gargunnock Parish Church.

Start the Christmas Season by enjoying Carols in the Kirk at 7.30pm
on Sunday 6t December, with Gargunnock Songsters, Hamish
Whiteford, Andy & Fiona Campbell, well known carols and a glass of
wine, before moving on to the Primary School’s Nativity event on
Wednesday the 9t at 11.00am and of course the primary School end
of term Christmas service on Wednesday 22" Dec at 10.00am

There will be Sunday Worship every Sunday in December at 10.30 am
with 27t December being a joint service with folk from Blair
Drummond and Doune, when we’ll also be celebrating our new
Christmas banner.

This year our family Christmas Eve Carol service is at 7.00pm (Thu
24™M)in the Kirk before the kids go off to bed or come to the traditional
Watchnight service in Kincardine in Menteith at 11.30pm

Join in to “worship the new born King”, on Christmas morning (25%
Dec) at 10.30am in GPC before going off to enjoy a good lunch.

You can start the year with all sorts of good resolution on Sunday
January 3 at 10.30am to welcome in a new year with God.

AVON OPPORTUNITY

I am currently the Avon "lady" for Gargunnock and I am afraid due to
heavy school work and sports commitments I will have to give it up at
the end of December.

There is a good customer base in the village with very loyal customers
if there is someone interested in taking over from me? I am happy to
talk about what is involved etc and help out with your first order etc.

I will continue with Avon until the end of December and I would like to
say a great big Thank You to all my customers.

Lorna Farquhar. Contact me on Facebook via my mum or brother or
call me on 07786919525.

SCHOOL THANK YOU

The school would like to thank the Flower Show committee for their
generous donation to the school in recognition of the number of entries
from the children this year. The money will be put towards resources to
allow the school to take part in 'Potorama’ next year. Thanks very
much - looking forward to seeing what the children will come up with!

COMMUNITY CENTRE BOOKING CALENDAR

You can now view an online calendar for the Community Centre, check
it out at http://www.gargunnock.com/community-centre-diary/

WORD OF THE MONTH: Meleagrisphobia — Fear of turkeys - eg
overheard in the shop ™ Having got rid of the Peacocks they say
there is now an outbreak of Meleagrisphobia, must be something to
do with Christmas”

Save The Date

25th Nov Energy Advice Drop-in

27th Nov Blair Drummond Christmas Fayre
28th Nov St Andrews Night Ceilidh Fundraiser
6th Dec Carols in the Kirk

9th Dec P1-3 Nativity

17th Dec P4-7 Panto

16th Jan Resolve to Get Involved

11th March Flower Show Quiz

Please note that there will be no Bite & Blether on Wednesday
2nd December.

Come and sample our Christmas special at Bite & Blether on
Wednesday 16th December between 11am - 3pm
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GARGUNNOCK FUNDRAISING FOR M.E. ?
Not for me, but for M.E. !

I cannot begin to thank Helen Rowell and The Gargoyles both for
offering to fundraise for The ME Association this Christmas, but
also for encouraging other villagers and village groups to do
likewise.

ME stands for Myalgic Encephalopathy and is also known as
Chronic Fatigue Syndrome. It is a cruel invisible illness that
affects as many as 250,000 people across UK today.

You cannot tell that someone has ME just by looking at them.
And you cannot tell how ill they feel: that their joints and
muscles ache painfully; that their vision is distorted; that they
struggle to control their temperature from one minute to the
next: or to find the energy to do simple tasks like tying shoelaces
or brushing their teeth. You wouldn’t know that their brain was
so fogged that even the simplest of decisions was beyond them,
or that no amount of sleep could refresh them. Put quite simply
- ME wrecks lives.

Ten years ago, our family lost someone very dear because he
could no longer cope with living with ME. And families are still
being stretched to breaking point by ME today. Only this week, I
received a note from ‘Adrian’. His wife ‘Kay’ has had ME for
nearly 20 years and has been bedbound for the last two. ‘Adrian’
is her sole carer. She struggles to swallow so has to be fed by
spoon or straw. He writes: “Things not much different here ....
‘Kay’s’ hardly able to speak again, and is very weak and staying
lying down much longer each day. It's so hard and despairing for
her. I had some very dark times myself earlier in the year but
managed to get some private counselling to bring me back from
the brink, literally! .... caring can be very hard!”

The ME Association campaigns hard to have ME recognised as a
severe neurological illness - both by the medical profession and
governments. We are working tirelessly to promote research into
the physical nature and causes of the illness so that it can be
diagnosed quickly and in the hope that a cure, one day, can be
found. We also support ME sufferers - like ‘Kay’ and their
families through our ME Connect helpline. Any money raised by
Gargunnock will go towards The ME Association’s vital work in
these areas - campaigning, support and research.

Read about Gargoyles Christmas events on page 4.
Other Gargunnock fundraising for M.E

David King ran his first ever 10k race at the great age of 67
years young. The Edinburgh Men’s 10k was on 1st November
David was thrilled to have finished within his target time of 1hr
4min 12 secs. David’s fundraising has touched £600. And his
JustGiving page is still open if you would still like to show your
support https://www.justgiving.com/david-king55/

He's so thrilled with his achievement that he’s considering
running again next year and is seeking running mates to join a
Gargunnock team.

Jane Milne is again organising this village venture. Her
'Alternative Christmas Card' has raised over £10,000 for various
charities over the past ten years. It is heart-warming that she
joining with other village organisations to support to ME sufferers
and their families this year.

Thank you, to everyone, for thinking of The ME
Association this Christmas.

the ME assoclation

Helen Hyland, Fundraising Manager
The ME Association. Tel: 01280 838964

11€)

LOTS OF CHRISTMAS GOODIES AND
STOCKING FILLERS IN STORE

“Your Christmas Larder......On Your Doorstep”

Orders now being taken for
Skinners Steak Pies
for Christmas and New Year

WINE TASTING EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

EVENING, SAMPLING THE
SUMPTIOUS RANGE WE HAVE AVAILABLE
FOR YOU IN OUR WINE STORE

We are closed: Christmas Day, Boxing Day,
New Year’s Day, 2nd January

01786 860703 OPEN 7 DAYS
1 Main Street, Gargunnock FK8 3BW

www.facebook.com/gargunnockvillagestore
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. encephalomyelitis).

THE GARGOYLES CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISING 2015

Every December, the Gargoyles of Gargunnock, aka Helen Rowell, Zoe Fouracre and Liz Wilkinson,
. sing for a chosen charity and this year we’ve decided to raise funds for the ME Association (myalgic

{ We will start our performances at the Late Night Christmas Event at The Woodhouse Café and Farm
Shop, Kippen from 6pm to 8pm on Wednesday 2" December.

| The next event for us is taking part in the Carols in the Kirk concert in Gargunnock Kirk at 7.30pm
on Sunday 6™ December along with The Gargunnock Songsters, Hamish and Elaine Whiteford, Rev
Andy and Fiona Campbell plus others and all the proceeds will be donated to the fund.

Next is the Community Carol Singing in Gargunnock which will take place on Wednesday 16t December and will include the Gargoyles, some
of the Songsters, and anyone who wants to come along and have a good old singsong!

After that we sing at the Stirling Christmas Farmers’ Market in Port Street which is on Saturday 19t December and we will be there from

1lam to 1pm.

Finally, our last appearance will be at The Woodhouse again on Sunday 20t December from 11am to 1pm and then it’s Christmas and after

that we get to hang up our kirtles and get ready for Christmas!

We hope you can make one or more on the above events and help us to support the ME Association charity but if you can’t make any of the
dates but would still like to donate then you can do so through our Just Giving page at
https://www.justgiving.com/The-Gargoyles-of-Gargunnock

THE REV’'S REFLECTION

After the appalling attack in Paris all of us share emotions of
anger, sadness, and compassion for the many victims and their
family and friends whose lives will be forever changed by the
deliberate destructive bombing and shooting. We have French
connections in our own village here which we value and I hope
nurture. Some of us also have Middle eastern connections
which we value!

Part of our difficulty is that we don’t know what to do next.
With so much information, so many interviews, all the pictures
we recognise that when all said and done, far more said than
done. What we can do to alleviate the situation, or ensure that
the same thing never happens again becomes frustrating as we
reach the conclusion there is nothing we can do.

The source of the problem is complex, long-standing, involves
several middle-eastern countries; is not easily understood by
experts of politics, culture or psychology and we acknowledge
that military action won't in itself bring long-term solutions.
Beside the Paris attack, stand the Russian airliner bombing and
other acts of terrorism.

Before descending into spirals of fear, lashing out at one or all
sets of religious belief, or condemning particular nationalities,
let’s use the silences we seem to need to create around flags,
flowers or flames to consider this:

This world is no better or worse this month than it was last
month or than it will be next month as we celebrate Christmas,
as surely we will.

It is always this bad for many folk. We just don't hear all the
painful trauma and it rarely comes as close as Paris.

We live in a broken world, with broken people, but we're not
helpless or impotent. There are several things you might
consider doing.

We can take responsibility for our own corner of life, refusing
to hold grudges, and being kind and considerate to friend and
stranger alike. Engage with folk who are different from you and
endeavour to really understand before insisting you are heard
and understood. Take positive rather than negative attitudes
in all your conversations. Try praying for our world and its
peoples: this might not change the whole world but it may
change you!

And when it comes to marking Christmas, while enjoying all it
has to offer, recall it celebrates a messy world into which God
comes.

God Bless
Rev Andy

Letter to the Editor
Guidance Required.

I refer to recent sporting injustices, e.g. Disgraceful refereeing
decisions in the Rugby World Cup. Doped Athletes being awarded
Olympic Medals and the inconsistencies occasionally shown by referees
at some football matches.

At a recent Quiz night held in this village a number of dubious decisions
on "Correct” answers were taken by the Quiz Master. I refer
particularly to the following.

In the section referring to "Sport", there was a question relating to the
"Game of Monopoly".

There was also a question relating to a "Sport which would be won by
"Pegging Out" . One team I believe correctly answered Cribbage.

This was deemed incorrect as Cribbage is a Game, not a Sport!

Can I refer this decision to The Council for The Arbitration in Sport or
would I simply refer the Quiz Master to the Oxford Dictionary?

BeMused, The Square Gargunnock.

PS Should you be interested the" Correct” answer was given
as Croquet.

GARGUNNOCK FLOWER SHOW

The AGM was held on the 28%" October with the existing committee
remaining in position for a further year. Two points from the meeting
were the Garden competition and the Potoramas.

As we had only received 5 entries for the garden competition last
year, it was decided to change the format to try and raise the
numbers to judge. The present format of entering your own garden
remains unchanged; however there are wonderful gardens within the
village which are not entered into the competition. Do you know if
your neighbour has one of these gardens? If so you can now
nominate their garden, with their permission of course. Hopefully this
will increase the number of gardens for the judges to visit. More
details will follow in a later issue of the Bugle.

The Potoramas were fantastic with great imagination and certainly
brought lovely colourful displays around the village. It was
unanimous that we do it all again next year. A couple of changes
have been suggested, where they should be placed etc., but again
more information will be given in the Bugle early next year.

We have set the date for our Annual Quiz night as the 11t March
2016 at 7.30pm in the Community Centre. We cannot stress enough
that this is our only one fundraising event during the year and would
hope that you would come along and support it.
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3F (Faith, friends and fun) meets monthly in
Gargunnock Community Centre at 7.30pm for
young women.
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You can see from the photo that we all enjoyed
ourselves at the October meeting of 3F !

For Season 2, we're doing all sorts of different things, so
having met the local guide dogs in August, feasted on a
Pot Luck supper in September, we're now into Autumn
activities. Fifteen ladies attempted to follow Anne
Maitland’s demonstration of making colourful decorations
out of glass, and the results were most impressive. Now
we have to be patient while our creations are fired, to
fuse the glass elements, and by next month we should be
planning where they’ll hang in our homes.

We meet again on Tuesday 24 November when our local
minister - Rev Andy, will tell about a series of pivotal
phone-calls which made a difference to his life . . .

On Tuesday 8 December, we look forward to another
activity, when Janet Iffla will share her considerable skills
in floral art and we’ll all have a go at making our own
Christmas floral decorations. Do come and join in — we
have a great laugh and encourage each other !

Bring a container, flowers and greenery and anything else
you want to include. (Don't forget to think about how to
get the finished article home again !!).

A warm welcome to new faces - we start with a welcome,
short time of worship followed by the speaker or activity,
and tea/coffee to finish. Info from Fiona Campbell Tel
860678.

BLAIR DRUMMOND BLETHERS

If you're 50+ and would enjoy keeping in touch with local
friends around the Carse, then why not come along to our
monthly gathering in Blair Drummond Hall. We meet on
the last Monday of the month, and from October to March
we share a lunch of home made soup and sandwiches
and a cuppa from 12 to 2pm. On 30 November we look
forward to a post-lunch visit from the children of
Kincardine in Menteith Primary School who will entertain
us with songs and a shared craft activity. More info from
Fiona Campbell 860678.

Yowg at
Heart

‘Young at Heart’ (Drop in class)
is a dance exercise class designed
for Active Older Adults wanting to
have fun, whilst exercising to music,
with easy-to-follow moves.

Tuesdays: Gargunnock
Community Centre
11.30am-12.15pm

Last class December 15th 2015
First class of 2016, January 12th

Personal Training also available at
a time to suit you,

For further information please
call Janice on 01786 860251

Resolve To Get Involved!

A discussion with people brought together by the Stirling Local Food
Collective highlighted the fact that there are plenty of things going on in
the local area, but people often didn’t know about them or how to join in.

Rather than just talking about it, we've decided to do something about it
and hold an event to highlight what’s happening in 2016 in the Blair
Drummond, Doune, Deanston, Kippen and Gargunnock area. In the New
Year, when we’ve all overindulged and are looking for ways to shift a
couple of turkey pounds, what better time to volunteer, learn a new skill
or eat better quality, locally produced food.

The Inn at Kippen are kindly providing the venue on Saturday 16t
January from 10am to 4pm, where there will be stalls and information on
all sorts of things including the Lanrick Challenge, Flanders Moss and
Camphill Blair Drummond. There will also be a range of local food
producers, such as West Moss-side organic Shetland beef, to entice you
with their wonderful wares.

We also know that communities don’t thrive without their businesses,
and will be providing opportunities for local businesses to advertise their
wares. If you'd like to showcase what you are doing please drop a poster
or information to display at The Inn by Friday 15% January.

If you would like to find out more, are looking for people to get involved
in something or produce food which needs a market, please get in touch
with Daisy Muir on 07896 971 583 or daisymuir@hotmail.com

CHURCHYARD SAFETY NOTICE

You may have noticed a notice on the gate to the churchyard. It was
erected by Stirling Council as a precaution in advance of a full
inspection.

The notice is precautionary and follows a recent incident where a child
was hurt by a falling gravestone in Glasgow. Stirling Council plan to
inspect all 67 cemeteries in the Stirling area, but could not give us a
date when Gargunnock will be visited. After inspection, the Council will
then let us know if there are any repairs needed. In the meantime,
please do not let this notice deter you from visiting our beautiful church
or exploring the churchyard.

We simply ask that you take care when doing so.

RESURECTION by Anna C Macinnes

There is a chill in the air
Come St Michaelmas Fair
The leaves are all turning .
As if they are burning
And every warm colour is seen
Changed from the summer’s cool green
The fields are all shorn of the sun ripened corn
The meadows are cleared of the hay .
The hedges are hung with berries of red .
That had their beginning in May
The fruits are all stored
We give thanks to the Lord
The first frosts the death knell does ring
So it is with woman and man
When they end their span

Does life not return in the spring

AFTER SCHOOL CARE required for
3 children in their own home.
Children aged 7, 10 and 12 years.

Responsibilities would include:

Collect 7 year old from Primary
School

* Help with homework
* Occasional meals to be cooked

* Approx. 12 hours per week
spread over 4 afternoons

Some flexibility required

During school terms, although
there might also be the option for
holiday cover too.

Car not necessary unless you are
coming from out with the village.

Start date early January 2016.

Please call Shona on 07766 943125
to discuss further.
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GARGUNNOCK PLAYGROUP & TODDLERS

Are you new to the village or are expecting a baby? If so,
then Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers provides a warm
welcome for all ages..... Gargunnock Playgroup runs
every Monday and Thursday from 9-11.30am in the
Community Centre. We are an independent Playgroup,
taking children from 22 yrs to pre-school and are registered
with the Care Inspectorate. Our staff are fully qualified, trained in First Aid
and participate in the PVG scheme. The cost is only £6.00 per session. Ad
hoc rates and discounts for more than one child are available; please contact
playgroup@gargunnock.com for more details.
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Gargunnock Toddlers provides lots of toys, snack time and a warm
welcome for pre-birth mums, babies, toddlers and their older siblings every
Wednesday (10-11.30am) in the Community Centre. Why not come along
and see for yourself!

NEWS Thanks to everyone who attended our Pub Quiz last month, and to
the Gargunnock Inn for being such fantastic hosts as always. It was a great
night so be sure to put the dates of the next two Pub Quizzes in your diaries:
19th February and 13t of May 2016.

We are delighted to announce that we will be holding our annual St Andrews
Night Ceilidh on Saturday 28th November at the Community Centre, doors
open at 8pm. Tickets are on sale now at £8 per person, with BYOB, a
fantastic raffle and complimentary nibbles. Tickets are available from any
Playgroup committee member or from the Shop. We should also have a small
number of tickets available on the night but please call or text
(07904650781) to check as they are currently selling like hotcakes! Our
wonderful local ceilidh band will have everyone on their feet so grab your
dancing shoes and come along for what promises to be a wonderful night.
And once the ceilidhing is done, Derek and Stevie will be bringing things to a
close with a very special late-night acoustic set. Don't miss out, get your
ticket today!

And finally, during December our Playgroup children will be out and about in
the village carrying out some random acts of Christmas kindness again this

year - we are looking forward to giving this Christmas as well as, hopefully,

receiving. Look out for us as we try to spread some Christmas cheer!

If you want to get in touch at any time please contact Ashley Fleming (Peter
and Nairn’s mum) Lomond View, Quarry Brae, Gargunnock;
ginger3481@hotmail.com or call 07904650781.

GARGUNNOCK FOOTBALL CLUB - SEASON 2015

In the backdrop of what proved to be a challenging year for the Forth and
Endrick Football Association league, Gargunnock FC can be proud of their
contribution and overall performance in Season 2015.

The report card will show: Played 22, Won 10, Drawn 2, Lost 10 resulting in a
credible 5t position in the league. This does not accurately reflect the
improvement achieved throughout the season. Most of the games lost were
suffered in the first few games of the season when the squad was developing,
both in terms of numbers and quality. Thereafter, mainly due to the welcome
introduction of some young blood into the team in the form of Luca Berits,
Grant Craig, James Letford Jnr, Steven McColl and Andy McFeat the results
rapidly improved, leading to good runs in the Telfer Cup and Cameron Cup,
reaching semi-final places in both competitions.

As the season progressed, we were recognised by many of our competitors as
the most improved team in the league and this augurs well for the future.
Looking ahead to next season, Gargunnock Football Club will celebrate its 60t
anniversary which is a fantastic achievement. This milestone is a testament to
all who have been involved in playing and supporting the team throughout the
years and an occasion that we will recognise in an appropriate way.

Whilst planning how we celebrate and recognise this event is in its infancy, it
would be most welcome if we could obtain any past and present Club
memorabilia, photographs, stories etc that we could share and include in our
celebrations. Please contact me or any member of our Committee for further
information and watch out for further communication in the early New Year.

Finally, on behalf of the players and Committee of Gargunnock Football Club, I
offer sincere thanks to all who continue to support the Club. This is greatly
appreciated.

Looking forward to next season with anticipation and in the hope that we can
provide a team that the village will be proud to support .

Bill Sinclair, Chairman Gargunnock Football Club

THE GLEBE/CHARLES STREET OPEN SPACE

We reported in the May 2013 edition of The Bugle on the
winding up of the Gargunnock Village & District Interests
Association (GVDIA) and, in accordance with the
Association’s constitution how the money was to be shared
among various village clubs and groups, many of which the
Association had been involved with over the last 50 years.
We also reported at that time that informal discussions had
commenced with the Community Trust on the transfer of the
Open Space.

On 9t October, 2015 the Trustees of GVDIA instructed the
Association’s lawyers, Mathie Lennox, to proceed with the
transfer of title of the Open Space at The Glebe/Charles
Street to the Gargunnock Community Trust.

This signals the beginning of the end of the GVDIA’s
involvement as guardians of the land on behalf of the village
which started in 1990 when the land was transferred to the
village. It was a condition of Stirling District Council at that
time that the land be transferred to the GVDIA rather than
the Community Council. It was also a condition of the
transfer that the land be used for recreation only and as an
amenity for the whole community. Indeed, the District
Council laid out very detailed specifications as to how the
land was to be prepared, drained and landscaped. This was
to include a grass area in the centre with scrub at the edges
to allow for a transition into the surrounding woodland.
Unfortunately, the developers never fulfilled their part of the
contract and the land is now more rough wetland than grassy
park.

During the last local development plan (2010), SEPA
declared that the area was at risk of flooding and Stirling
Council in its site assessment report of February 2013 stated
that the site at Charles Street/The Glebe:

"The site is subject to flooding and is no longer considered
suitable for development”

It is clear, however, that there is considerable support to
develop the area as a wild life/wetland garden and given its
proximity to the school, such an initiative would fit in well
with Outdoor Learning.

In addition, there are now funds available from many sources
for such environmental projects.

It is expected, therefore, that under its new guardianship the
land will be developed in line with its original vision.

Helen Scott, Ian J Young - Trustees
Gargunnock Village & District Interests Association

J The Festive Season is almost

./5 upon us and the Gargunnock

D Songsters are looking forward to
this year's Carols in the Kirk
where they will perform during
an evening of Carol singing,
seasonal readings and good
cheer. The Songsters hope you will be able to come along to
Gargunnock Church on Sunday 6t December at 7.30pm.
Entry is by donation and there will be light refreshments. All
profits this year will be donated to The ME Society.

On Sunday 13% December the Songsters will be performing at
the Christmas Concert in Dunblane Cathedral, this promises to
be a lovely evening in a beautiful setting. Watch out for
posters around the village which will give more information
about this event.

The Gargunnock Songsters practice on Wednesday evenings at
7.30pm in the Drop-in Centre, Gargunnock. New members are
always welcome. If you are interested in joining or booking
the Gargunnock Songsters and would like further information,
please visit our website at gargunnocksongsters.org.uk or
contact Lorna Rodger on 07733227965.
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Priority Based Budget - Year 3

Stirling Council has recently published their proposals as part of
their Priority Based Budgeting for Year 3.

The council have to reduce their expenditure by £25million over
the next 5 years and to help them address this challenge, they
are proposing various options which have been split into the
following six themes:-

Theme 1 - Transforming Learning

Redesign of management; youth and adult services; more
efficient timetabling; review of nursery and family support;
flexible choice options; more efficient use of resources and re-
profiling of *Big Noise’ funding. One of the proposals is to adopt
an early finish for schools one day per week.

Theme 2 - Transforming Care

Review of emergency duty team; children’s residential services;
implementing preventative services; redesign of learning
disability; remodelling of mental health service and Employability
Service.

Theme 3 - Transforming Communities
Review of third sector funding; transforming procurement;
customer flexibility and interaction; transport review.

Theme 4 - Transforming Operational Services

Redesign of waste; roads; land and housing services; review of
facilities management and regulatory services such as trading
standards and licensing.

Theme 5 - Transforming Support Services
Review building and property arrangements; development of
solar farm and energy reduction.

Theme 6 - Chief Executive’s Office
Using social media; income generation within communications
and marketing; restructure of staff; reduction of funding to STEP.

The council are seeking public views on the above proposals and
this can be done online by completing a survey through the
following link line is Fri 15t January 2016): -

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/StirlingPBB2015

OR, you can email any of the following Gargunnock Community
Councillors who will forward onto Stirling Council (deadline is
Friday, 8t January 2016):

Alison MacLachlan
Mike McGirr
Lovat MacGregor
Bryan Crawford
Maitland Clark
Bob Burman
Edmond Mansion

alisonmaclachlan@btinternet.com
mmcgirr@clarkgillone.co.uk
lovatmacgregor@dsl.pipex.com
bryancrawford2907 @gmail.com
maitlandclark@btinternet.com
burman902@btinternet.com
Edmond.mansion@btinternet.com

Full details of all the options can be found at
www.stirling.gov.uk/shapingstirling

THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL WOULD URGE YOU TO
FEEDBACK ON THESE PROPOSALS.

School Update - from P4/5

On Friday the 13% of November, to raise money for Children In
Need, our school did a spots and stripes day. We were dressed
up in normal clothes and some of us were in PJs. For example,
Stella was wearing a stripy top and jumper, spotty pyjama
bottoms, stripy socks and a spotty head band like Pudsey’s.

On the 17t of December we are going to perform a pantomime
called Scheherazade. We have been practising where we stand
and what we sing. Mrs Hamilton and Mr Mc Donald are
organising the pantomime for us with all of P4-7 involved.

Over the last few weeks we have been doing the Daily Mile,
when the weather has been OK. Each day we go outside and
run around the school for 15 minutes. This helps us get fit and
makes us more ready for work.

By Stella and Logan (P5)

Andrew Anderson & Sons
Funeral Directors (Est.1969)

local community.

mind for you and your family”

We are pleased to offer Golden Charter
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans. “Creating peace of

Our family is proud to offer a 24 hour caring and personal service to the

A wide range of memorial stones are available. We can also clean and add
turther inscription to existing family memorials.

Golden Charter 4

For all enquiries, call: 01877 330398

Email: info@anderson-funerals.co.uk

www.anderson-funerals.co.uk
Funeral Home, Glenartney Road, Callander, FK17 8EB

T IO<V
b 7

SAIFHMN

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL

DIRECTORS

Page 7



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/StirlingPBB2015
mailto:alisonmaclachlan@btinternet.com
mailto:mmcgirr@clarkgillone.co.uk
mailto:lovatmacgregor@dsl.pipex.com
mailto:bryancrawford2907@gmail.com
mailto:maitlandclark@btinternet.com
mailto:burman902@btinternet.com
mailto:Edmond.mansion@btinternet.com
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/shapingstirling
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/StirlingPBB2015
mailto:alisonmaclachlan@btinternet.com
mailto:mmcgirr@clarkgillone.co.uk
mailto:lovatmacgregor@dsl.pipex.com
mailto:bryancrawford2907@gmail.com
mailto:maitlandclark@btinternet.com
mailto:burman902@btinternet.com
mailto:Edmond.mansion@btinternet.com
http://www.stirling.gov.uk/shapingstirling

Say hello to our
high speed broadband

y N
AR

WHY WAIT FOR BT FIBRE?

HIGH SPEED BROADBAND
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA NOW.

SUPERFAST WIRELESS BROADBAND FROM
BRISKONA, LEADERS IN RURAL BROADBAND.

Unlike many other broadband providers, Briskona
use industry-leading wireless technologies to
provide fast broadband directly into your home.
By choosing Briskona it means your home
broadband has the speeds to deliver all the
services you require, including on-line gaming,
video streaming, such as Netflix and BBC iPlayer
and VOIP telephony services.

C

Cambium Networks™

Does not require BT line

Maximum download
speed of 24Mbps

VOIP packages tailored
to suit your needs

Unlimited data usage *

Local Technical Support

BRISKONA BROADBAND

Alloa Business Centre
The Whins
Alloa
FK10 3SA

www.briskona.com
01259 726 630

enquiries@briskona.com

Next edition of the Bugle will be beginning of February, if you have any articles or Ads please email bugle@gargunnock.com by 20th January.
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