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FIRST SIGNS OF SPRING AT GARGUNNOCK HOUSE GARDENS 

February sees the opening of Gargunnock House Gardens as part of Scotland’s 
Snowdrop Festival. The woodlands and gardens are carpeted with thousands of 
these delicate little flowers. It really raises the spirits on a winter’s day and is a 
sure sign that Spring is on its way. If you have relatives or friends coming to visit 
for the school half term, it’s a perfect place for a stroll. And if you want to take 
some snowdrops home, there are always plenty for sale at the plant stall at the 
back of the house. 

We are open from 11am until 3.30pm each day until 16th March. Entry is £3 
(children free), with all proceeds going to charity (our village receives 20% of all 
money raised). There is an honesty box by the car park at the main gates. 

OPEN DAY - Make a note of the Gargunnock House Gardens Open Day this year, 
Sunday 17th May, 2-5pm. The Azaleas and Rhododendrons will be at their finest 
and the gardens bursting with spring flowers. The Walled Garden is currently 
undergoing restoration, so come along and see our plans for a new arboretum. 
The Tea Room will be in the genteel surroundings of the House, where a Chamber 
Music group will be playing. There will also be a huge range of plants for sale, but 
get there early as the stall is very popular. 

For more information about the Gardens or any event, please contact either Willie 
or Wendy on 860392.

Gargunnock Guides 
Needs You! 

Gargunnock Guide Unit is thriving, with a 
roll of 23 girls from Gargunnock and 
surrounding villages, and more queueing up 
to join when they reach age 10.  Guides is 
aimed at girls aged 10–14, however we now 
have a small group of older girls who  don’t 
want to leave us, so have formed a Senior 
Section/Young Leader unit within our Guide 
unit so that they can keep enjoying the 
friendships, challenges and experiences 
Guiding offers, but stay local. 

We currently operate with two leaders and 
two unit helpers, however Debbie (our 
Assistant Leader)is expecting a baby in 
June, so she will be taking some time off 
Guides, potentially from Easter onwards.  
Claire (our Unit Helper) will also be leaving, 
having joined the unit in 2009 when her 
own daughters were Guides.  Due to our 
numbers and varied programme of 
activities, it is essential that we recruit 
additional adults to help to keep afloat after 
Summer. 

Guide Leaders and Helpers come from all 
walks of life, and Guiding offers excellent 
volunteering opportunities for those who 
enjoy working with young people.  If you, 
or someone you know is interested in 
finding out more about what we get up to, 
please get in touch with Kirsty Baird on 
07786595438/ kirsty@kirstybaird.com. 

GARGUNNOCK PERFORMS FOR UNICEF 

To all who helped with this year's Gargunnock Community Singing Events, which 
ran from the 3rd to the 20th December, whether as a singer, performer, collector, 
audience, organiser, giver, venue provider or provider of sustenance, from 
Gargunnock and elsewhere, thank you! 

The final total raised for UNICEF this year is £1103.33 - as follows: 

£516.43 from the Carols in the Kirk 

£250 from Community Carol Singing in Gargunnock 

£244.31 from the Gargoyles of Gargunnock, at the Woodhouse Café, 
Gargunnock Inn and Stirling Farmers’ Market 

£92.59 from the Primary School Christmas Church Service Collection 

The UK government is matching fundraising for some charities including UNICEF 
so that means we are responsible for them receiving £2206.66! 

Gargunnock songster Fiona Campbell - who knows the McGregor Family - was in 
touch with Ewan McGregor as a UNICEF ambassador.   He's currently in a 
Broadway show so couldn't make it back to Scotland to receive our cheque, but 
he "thanks everyone most sincerely for raising money for the latest appeal and 
sends his best wishes to you all and hopes you have a wonderful Christmas and 
New Year " .    

A really special thank-you for helping to raise this money for a fantastically 
worthwhile cause! 

Helen Rowell

The Gargunnock Show Committee are running a competition for photographs, for the front cover of this year's schedule.  The 
photograph has to be of Gargunnock Show.  The prize for successful entries is one year's free membership of Gargunnock Farmers' 
Club.  Entries should be submitted by email (gargunnockshow@sky.com) before 30th March 2015.  All entries need to be 
accompanied by permission to use the photograph, should it be selected, and contact details, so that we are able to inform the 
winners.

Volunteer with Girlguiding

SAVE THE DATE 
Fashion Show & Afternoon Tea 
Sunday 26th April, 2pm - 5pm 
Gargunnock Community Centre

mailto:gargunnockshow@sky.com
mailto:kirsty@kirstybaird.com
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:gargunnockshow@sky.com
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:kirsty@kirstybaird.com
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Save The Date  

12th February Trust Meeting 

20th February Gargunnock Playgroup & Toddlers Pub Quiz 

2nd March Community Council Meeting 

19th March Gargunnock Gala AGM 

20th March Gargunnock Flower Show Annual Quiz 

9th April  Trust Meeting 

26th April Gargunnock Fashion Show & Afternoon Tea 

17th May Gargunnock House Open Day 

Word of the Month:  ASSEVERATION (n) an emphatic and 
positive statement or declaration.  
eg. overheard in the shop "I know you made some very 
positive New Year Asseverations this year. Have you managed 
to keep to them?”     "Eh???"

KIPPEN SURGERY 
The surgery will be closed for staff training from 12.30pm 
onwards on 19th February and 17th March.  We will also be 
closed on Good Friday and Easter Monday. 

GARGUNNOCK FLOWER SHOW QUIZ 
The Annual Flower Show is being held this year on the 20th 
March in the Community Centre. The usual format...BYOB... 
gifts of raffle prizes gratefully received, start time 7.30 and the 
cost £3.00 per person, teams of 4. This year as our usual quiz 
master Willie is not available, we have employed, without pay 
and bribery,  the services of a " well kent buddy" from the 
village who with  divine guidance will keep all teams on the 
straight and narrow...... 

As this is the only fund-raising event that we hold in the year, 
please do come along and support your local Flower Show. 

MISSING FLAG - Can you help? 
Our Guide flag is hiding somewhere in the village.  If you know 
where, can you please contact Kirsty Baird on 07786595438/ 
kirsty@kirstybaird.com.   Thank You. 

GARGUNNOCK SENIOR CITIZENS' CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND 
Thank you to all those who supported our Silver and Gold Quiz. 
The winner was Joan More of The Bield who had the most 
correct answers (answers on back page). 

THANK YOU - Steve and Marilyn and Grady would like to thank 
all those who braved the weather to come to our Open House 
for Guide Dogs. We raised £150.00 and sold nearly £80.00 in 
goods. Thankyou, too for donations in the collecting box in the 
shop. All this money will go to help someone change their lives.

A JUST ABOUT PERFECT NEW YEAR AT THE SQUARE !
• the weather was great 

• the bugle (not the Bugle) was reunited to its rightful owner 

• and the drum also beat out the Gargunnock tradition 

• plenty of people turned up to join in the celebrations 

• the countdown was perfectly timed to Gargunnock Micro Time 

• UK time and German time were ignored!! 

• the ringing of the church bell was on time (thanks Ken) 

• the fireworks went off on time (thanks again David) 

• Auld Lang Syne was nearly in tune (words suspect!) 

• people were happy to stay a while and chat 

• drink was dispensed at a satisfactory rate !
So is it right that, perhaps for the first time, absolutely everything 
went well? Unless you can let the Bugle know to the contrary! 

The bar has now been set very high for future years.

THE REV’S RANT 

We need more ARKs this weather.  

He wasn’t having a good day !  Parked up 
outside the church hall he’d left on the 
lights of the car and as a result the battery 

was flat, and it was beginning to rain. His wife wasn’t being 
terribly sympathetic about the situation either as he protested  
that he’d taken the jump leads out of the car when she taken 
the car to take furniture to the church jumble sale and he didn’t 
want her giving them  as well;  but she was having none of it.  

Meantime I drove my car from the other side of the road, came 
along side, took out my own jump leads and began to connect 
up. They were glad to see it happening and joked   “ Well you’re 
certainly being a Good Samaritan today, just like the guid book 
says!” 

 “In that case “Go and do thou likewise, as it also says” I 
replied before adding; “we could all do with a few more ARKs.”  

“How heavy d’you think this rain is going to get ? they asked.   
So I explained about ARKs. 

An ARK is an Act of Random Kindness and they’re becoming 
quite popular these days. It’s looking out for an opportunity to 
help strangers as well as friends in unexpected ways, which can 
make a real difference to life. Here are some suggestions that 
you could try: 

1. Carry a mini-pack of Kleenex tissues with you that you can 
give to a mum whose kid has just been sick or to the girl 
who is upset 

2. Make sure you have a £1 coin handy in a pocket to give to 
someone who needs it –it doesn’t have to be a major 
reason – just a simple reason will do. 

3. Make sure you have jump leads in the car and simple 
emergency kit! 

4. Put a spare pen/pencil in your pocket that you can give 
away. 

5. Drop in on one of the folks who lives alone in your road – 
maybe take a scone with you – just to see how they are 
and show they are valued. 

6. Be pleasant to a parking warden ! (especially if they’ve just 
given you a ticket!) 

Most folk think an Ark is a myth that serves little purpose in 
21st century, but a modern day ARK can begin to help 
communities gel and enable people to re-connect, while solving 
simple problems. For more ideas go to 
www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas  

Gargunnock playgroup already started the 
process before Christmas. Now it’s your 
turn. 

God Bless, Rev Andy

Below are the dates of Trust Meetings for 2015 

12th February, 9th April, 11th June, 13th August, 8th October and 
10th December. 

Users of the Community Centre will be contacted by Anne 
Dando on a regular basis in advance of these meetings so that 
any matters they wish to raise can then be dealt with.  You can 
also email the Trust anytime at trust@gargunnock.com

http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas
mailto:kirsty@kirstybaird.com
mailto:kirsty@kirstybaird.com
http://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas
mailto:trust@gargunnock.com
mailto:trust@gargunnock.com
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MERRY CHRISTMAS GARGUNNOCK! !
The following residents and friends of Gargunnock have raised the magnificent sum of 

£1163 for The British Heart Foundation.  
We’d all like to wish EVERYONE in our special wee village a 

very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! !
Best Festive Wishes from: !

Corinne, Jonathan, Emily & Julia 
Anderson; Pamela, Chris, Kirstin, Rory & 
Cammy Armstrong; The Avon Lady; The 
Bain Family; Kirsty, Mike & Alex Baird; The 
Beck Family; Jill Bell; Henk, Sue, Romy & 
Luca Berits; Sheena, Robert, Merran & 
Colum Blackwood; The Bonner Family; 
Janene, Kevin, Hope & Niamh Brodie; 
Gillian, Gavin, Amy & Chloe Bruce; Chris, 
Jackie & Heather Campbell; Anne & Ronnie 
Carson; Andy & Joyce Chisholm; John, 
Diane & Julie Christie; Alec & Helen Clark; 
Maitland & Anne Clarke; Zoe, Luke, Adam 
& Joe Clayson; Gill, Stevie, Stuart, Elaine 
& Ross Corry; Scott, Julie, Andrew & 
Alexander Coubrough; Douglas & Moira 
Coupethwaite; Bryan, Shona, Ella, Daniel 
& Louise Crawford; Anne Dando; Eric & 
Alice Dempster; Carolyn, David, Bruce, 
Murray & Jason Dickson; Graham, Helen, 
Rachel & Cameron Dingley; Keith & 
Pauline Dingley; Max & Barbara 

Drummond; Pauline, Mark, May & Archie 
Evans; Mike, Sue, Jamie, Andrew & Gregor 
Fitches; Peter, Claire, Grace & Madeleine 
Gill; Julia, Sarah & Rebecca Hay; Rowena 
Boume & Tony Heath; Russell, Elaine, 
Rhona & Lauren Hendry; Jane, Ewan, 
Lauren & Sam Hunter; David, Helen, Gail, 
Thomas & Alasdair Hyland; Philip, Ruth & 
Naomi Irvine; Isobel Jenkins; Martin, 
Fiona, Katie, David & Euan Johnstone; 
John & Jean Lamond; Karen, Duncan, 
Stewart & Megan Leask; Cindy & Peter 
Lee; Gordon, Hilary, Duncan & Scott 
MacArthur; Lindsay, Gregor, Struan & 
Bryce MacCallum; Mike, Anne, Keri, Kieran 
& Ailsa Malone; Edmund, Elizabeth & 
Louise Mansion; Iain, Jaine, Carra & Evie 
Marriott; Tina Peek & Charlie McAllister; 
Ewan, Amy & Frazer McCabe; Paul, Cath, 
Cara & Kieran McGlynn; Lovat, Carol, 
Amelie & Nina McGregor;  John & Helen 
McLaren; Alex, Jane, Gemma, Ross & 

Gordon Milne; Billy, Fiona, Helen, 
Catherine & Alison Mitchell; Hugh, Jean & 
David O’Connor; Stuart, Sheena, Rosie & 
Hannah Ogg; Boyd, Sally, Sarah & Fraser 
Park;  Jon, Morag, Matthew & Angus Park; 
Derek, Vanessa, Kate, Anna & Ben 
Paynton; Kate & Geoff Peart; Hector, Trish, 
Darren & Alistair Petrie; Mike, Wendy, 
Harvey & Molly Pizey; Pete, Helen, Nick, 
Annie, Willie & Barbara Rowell; Lindsay, 
Bill & Lewis Shankie; Andrew, Lois, Tom & 
Finn Simpson; Claire, Doug & Bryony 
Smith; Matt, Jackie, Kirsty, Liza & Matthew 
Stevenson; Wilma Stewart; Myra & Forbes 
Stewart; Ally, Sarah, Euan & Ava 
Thomson; Colin, Morna, Freya & Andrew 
Tinto; Ed Payne, Catriona Vass, Kirsty & 
Eilidh Vass-Payne; Sandra Anderson & 
Colin Wales; Mark, Lorraine & Steven 
Welsh; Ian, Margaret, Gordon & Catriona 
Young; Iain, Nichola, Thomas & Katie 
Young

 

                 Gargunnock Village Store 

 
 

Bring this ad along to the 
Gargunnock Village Store 
and claim  your free coffee to go. 
 
Offer expires Sunday  February 22nd 2015 
 
   

 

 

 

01786 860703    OPEN 7 DAYS 
1 Main Street, Gargunnock FK8 3BW 

www.facebook.com/gargunnockvillagestore 

 
 

Free Coffee Offer 
 

Come in and try our 
delicious rolls, breads and 
bakery  

 

 
Choose From: 
Americano 
Cappuccino 
Mochaccino 
Latte 
Hot Chocolate 
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SUPERFAST DELAYED YET FURTHER. 

As reported in the last Bugle the cabinet at 
Dasherhead Farmhouse did go live on the 
13th December.  We had hoped that by 
now the cabinets in the village would be 
well on the way to being built and 
commissioned. 

Unfortunately we have been advised that 
due to planning errors this isn't the case.  
BT have had to go right back to the start of 
the process. This is likely to delay a 
possible “go live” date by another 9-12 
months. 

We have also been advised that BT are 
only initially placing a cabinet that will 
allow a maximum of 80 phone lines in the 
village to get Superfast.  BT may add 
additional capacity later on, however that 
isn't guaranteed. 

Orders will be on a 1st come 1st served 
basis so if you would like to be notified of 
when Superfast is available please email 
me,  gregor@stirling.force9.co.uk  I will 
add you to the Superfast update mailing 
list and will let you know the moment it’s 
available.  

The 3F Group (Friends, faith and fun) is going from strength to 
strength with a average of 20 ‘girls’ coming along to Blair 

Drummond Hall on the second Monday evening of the month.  
After a highly creative Christmas meeting when everyone 
went home with a colourful  floral decoration for the festive 
table, January saw us in deep discussion of all sorts of 
topical issues.   The behaviour of footballers, the events 
around Charlie Hebdo and the fictional life of an elderly Uncle 

Albert all got folks’ tongues wagging on the best thing to do in 
a situation.   Fortunately we were guided by Rev Andy, who 

encouraged, challenged or prompted a conscience or two ! 

A warm invitation to our next meeting on Monday 9 February when we welcome 
Joyce Watson of the Stirling Embroiderers’ Guild who will speak about the Guild and 
also patchwork.   In March we again meet on Monday 9th, when we’ll break into 
small groups to try out Reflexology, hand massage, Indian head-massage and back 
massage.   We’re nothing if not adventurous !   Do come along, a cuppa and 
biscuits is included.     If you’d like further info, contact Fiona Campbell Tel 860678. 

The Blair Drummond Group 

Now in its second season, the Group for anyone over 50 is currently in its winter 
guise which means we meet from 12 to 2pm in Blair Drummond Hall on the last 
Monday of the month – so a warm invitation to join in on 23 February and 30 
March.   Both of these will be lunches with home-made soups and sandwiches.   
Don’t worry if you’re a GF person as we can cater for gluten free, and it’s a great 
opportunity to catch up with friends old and new.   In April we’ll move over to our 
summertime mode which is 2pm – 4pm for afternoon tea (and home-baking).   
April 27th however will be a special visit to Gargunnock House garden, accompanied 
by Willie Campbell and followed by afternoon tea in the Inn.   All Welcome.   If you 
need transport contact Fiona Campbell Tel 860678 or Christine Bauer Tel 841191.

GARGUNNOCK CHURCH NEWS 

Joining the Ministry team for 2015 comes Rev. Lynne Mack, who lives 
in Menstrie but will be leading worship in GPC every other week and 
taking part in other Church activities. Lynne is also chaplain to the 
Boys Brigade across the region. 

As always Sunday morning worship is at 10.30am each week but please note that 
Family Faithshare, designed specifically with young people in mind is on the second 
Sunday of the month. On other Sundays our Sunday School welcomes all 
youngsters with faith & fun in the Ross Anderson room while the adults are in the 
church, under the care of Jean, Jean and Mhairi.  

We are looking forward to baptising the second child of  Bruce and Rosemary 
McPherson, Daniel. Rosemary is better known to you as Polly Cant daughter of 
Rosina and the late Robin. That’s planned for 8th March. 

During Holy Week Sunday 29th March to Wed 1st  April there will be a short 
meditation each evening at 7.30pm in our church, with Holy Communion being 
celebrated in Doune Church at 7.30pm on Thu 2nd April, and a Good Friday service 
on Friday 3rd at 7.30pm here in GPC. Easter Family Worship is on Sunday 5th April 
at 10.30am. All welcome! 

KIRKLANE FELLOWSHIP 

The group will meet in the Ross Anderson Room at 10.30am on the following Friday 
mornings: 

Friday 6th February: “Stories of Everyday Life with Tricky Moral   
   Questions” led by Rev. Andy.  

Friday 6th March:     “The Work done by the Charity WATER   
   AID” presented by a worker for the Charity.     

For a number of years, at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service, the Congregation has 
had the opportunity to give a monetary gift to the work of WATER AID so providing 
towards a harvest in an African Village.    During the talk we will be informed of the 
various ways in which the Charity help the villagers to achieve a harvest.  

Friday 3rd April will be the last meeting of the session, at we have our AGM 
followed by a bite and a blether.  

Please feel free to join us as all will be made most welcome.  Men as well as 
women! 

If you require transport or more details please contact Johan Mailer on 860313 or 
Audrey Birrell on 860321.

The Annual meeting for the Gala will be held 
on Thursday 19th March at 8pm at the 
Gargunnock Inn. 

The Committee would very much welcome 
input and feedback from anyone in the village 
about how to improve annual Gala activities. 

We promise you will not be 
coerced into taking on any 
tasks unless you're keen to 
do so.   

Karen, Ali, Judy & Jackie

The Gargunnock Songsters is a choir made up 
of like minded individuals, from many 
different walks of life, with one thing in 
common - we all love to sing.  

2014 was a good year for the Songsters and 
we are now looking forward to the year ahead 
and to our next Spring Show which will be in 
May. We are also starting this year with some 
new members and they are all very welcome 
additions to the choir. 

The Gargunnock Songsters practice on 
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the Drop 
In Centre, Gargunnock under the musical 
direction of Mrs Elaine Finlay. 

New members are always welcome, at the 
moment we are particularly looking for more 
bass singers. If you are interested in joining 
or booking The Gargunnock Songsters and 
would like further information please visit our 
website at gargunnocksongsters.org.uk or 
contact Lorna Rodger on 
07733227965. 

mailto:gregor@stirling.force9.co.uk
mailto:gregor@stirling.force9.co.uk
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Gargunnock Community Council area Persons % Stir % H'holds % Stir %
Resident population 0 to 4 36 3.6 4.9 1 person household pensioner 41 10.0 13.0

Males 5 to 11 98 9.8 7.7 1 person household non-pensioner 54 13.2 17.6
Females 12 to 15 61 6.1 5.2 1 adult plus children 10 2.5 4.5

Area 16 to 24 73 7.3 14.0 2 adults*  or 2 adults 65+, no children 73 17.9 13.4

Persons per square km 25 to 44 186 18.6 23.7 2 adults plus children 82 20.1 15.7
Occupied households 45 to 64 355 35.4 27.3 2 adults no children 73 17.9 19.5
2nd residence/ holiday home 65 to 84 172 17.2 15.1 3 or more adults plus children 21 5.1 4.4
Vacant households 85+ 21 2.1 2.0 3 or more adults no children 54 13.2 11.8
In communal establishments 0 persons Total 1,.002 * one under 65 and one 65+

H'holds % Stir % H'holds % Stir % H'holds % Stir %

Owner occupied 326 79.9 66.2 House or Bungalow 1 room 0 0.0 0.4

Rented from Council 34 8.3 14.8 Detached 264 63.6 32.2 2 rooms 1 0.2 2.4

Other social rented* 14 3.4 5.1 Semi-detached 92 22.2 25.1 3 rooms 18 4.4 10.2

Private rented 21 5.1 10.8 Terrace 41 9.9 16.4 4 rooms 44 10.8 23.9

Other private rented 7 1.7 1.4 Flat, Maisonette or Apartment 5 rooms 87 21.3 24.5

Living rent free 6 1.5 1.7 Purpose built flat/ tenement 9 2.2 22.6 6 rooms 67 16.4 12.6

Total 408 Part of a converted/ shared house 9 2.2 2.8 7 rooms 63 15.4 9.5

In a commercial building 0 0.0 0.8 8+ rooms 128 31.4 16.5

Other (incl. caravan) 0 0.0 0.2 Too few rooms per resident 8 2.0 6.8

Total 415 Average number of rooms per household 6.4 5.4

H'holds % Stir % Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir %

Households with no cars 26 6.4 22.3 Train 15 3.2 4.1 All people 1,002

Households with 1 car 159 39.0 41.6 Bus, minibus or coach 2 0.4 4.9 No condition 748 74.7 71.8

Households with 2 cars 170 41.7 28.3 Car or van - driving 298 62.9 60.2 One or more conditions 254 25.3 28.2

Households with 3 cars 35 8.6 5.9 Car or van - passanger 23 4.9 5.4 Deafness or partial hearing loss 60 6.0 6.6

Households with 4+ cars 18 4.4 1.8 Motorcycle, scooter or moped 1 0.2 0.2 Blindness or partial sight loss 16 1.6 2.2

Bicylce 2 0.4 1.1 Learning disability e.g. Down's Syndrome 2 0.2 0.4

All cars or vans in area 692 Foot 20 4.2 9.1 Learning difficulty e.g. Dyslexia 13 1.3 2.1

Other 13 2.7 1.2 Development disorder e.g. Autistic Spectrum 5 0.5 0.5

Working at home 100 21.1 13.7 Physical disability 40 4.0 6.1

Mental health condition 21 2.1 3.7

Other condition 158 15.8 17.5

520

4.  Household tenure 5.  House type

1.  Key statistics 2.  Age structure

1,002
482

408
4
3

37 km2

27

8.  Travel to work

All people 16-74 in employment the week before Census

* Registered Social Landlord, Housing Association, 

Housing Co-operative, Charitable 

Trust and non-profit housing company

7.  Car availability 9.  Long-term health condition

3.  Household composition

6.  Household size by number of rooms

Rooms include kitchens, 
living rooms, bedrooms, 
utility rooms & studies. 
Excludes bathrooms, 
toilets, halls or landings.

 

Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir %

All residents 1,002 All persons 16 to 74 722 All persons 16 to 74 in employment 495

White 992 99.0 96.8 Economically Active Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 33 6.7 2.5

Asian 2 0.2 2.3 Employed full-time 248 34.3 36.7 Administative and support activities 14 2.8 4.2
Aftican/ Caribbean 1 0.1 0.3 Employed part-time 108 15.0 12.6 Manufacturing 35 7.1 6.1

Other/ mixed 7 0.7 0.6 Self-employed 118 16.3 9.3 Construction 36 7.3 8.6

Unemployed 23 3.2 3.9 Wholesale and retail trade 61 12.3 14.9

Religion Full-time student 24 3.3 5.6 Finance & Insurance & real estate 39 7.9 6.0

Church of Scotland 415 41.4 35.0 Economically Inactive Professional, scientific & technical 44 8.9 5.2

Roman Catholic 65 6.5 12.3 Retired 124 17.2 15.1 Public Administration and Defence 30 6.1 7.0

Other Christian 71 7.1 6.1 Student 21 2.9 7.6 Education 54 10.9 10.2

Other religion 4 0.4 1.7 Looking after home or family 30 4.2 3.3 Health and Social Work 63 12.7 13.6

No religion 374 37.3 37.8 Long-term sick or disabled 18 2.5 4.1 Accommodation and Food services 23 4.6 8.3

Not answered 73 7.3 7.1 Other 8 1.1 1.9 Other 63 12.7 13.4

Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir %

All residents 1,002 All residents 1,002 All persons 16 to 74 in employment 495

Scotland 770 76.8 79.8 Very good health 628 62.7 55.8 Managers, directors and senior officials 68 13.7 11.1

England 167 16.7 11.7 Good health 265 26.4 29.0 Professional occupations 141 28.5 20.0

Rest of UK 17 1.7 1.4 Fair health 92 9.2 10.8 Associate professional & technical occups 65 13.1 12.7

Republic of Ireland 4 0.4 0.4 Bad health 12 1.2 3.5 Administrative & secretarial occupations 44 8.9 9.6

EU Accession 15 1.5 1.1 Very bad health 5 0.5 1.0 Skilled trades occupations 61 12.3 11.7

Europe other 4 0.4 1.6 Caring, leisure and other occupations 32 6.5 8.7

Africa 9 0.9 0.7 Day to day activities Sales and customer service occupations 30 6.1 8.8

Middle East and Asia 4 0.4 2.2 Limited a lot 55 5.5 8.1 Process, plant and machine operatives 17 3.4 6.0

Americas/ Caribbean 10 1.0 0.8 Limited a little 93 9.3 9.4 Elementary occupations 37 7.5 11.5

Other 2 0.2 0.4 Not limited 854 85.2 82.5

Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir % Persons % Stir %

All residents 16+ 807 All residents 1,002 All H'hold Reference Persons 16 to 64 290

O Grade, St. Grade 141 17.5 20.5 Provides no unpaid care 895 89.3 90.8

Highers, ONC SVQ 3 131 16.2 16.2 Provides 1 - 19 hours per week 77 7.7 5.5

HND, HNC, SVQ 4 66 8.2 8.7 Provides 20 - 34 hours per week 6 0.6 0.8

Provides 35 - 49 hours per week 10 1.0 0.7

Provides 50 or more hrs/ week 14 1.4 2.2 C2 - Skilled manual workers 49 16.9 19.9
No qualifications 118 14.6 21.3

22.9

25.843.8
AB - Higher & intermediate managerial/ 
administrative/ professional

C1 - Supervisory, clerical, junior managerial/ 
administrative/ professional

DE - Semi-skilled, unskilled manual; on 
benefits, unemployed, lowest grade

127

80 27.6

34 11.7

31.4

17.  Provision of unpaid care

13.  Country of Birth 14.  Health/ Limiting condition

11.  Economic activity10.  Ethnic group/ Religion

First/ Higher degree, 
professional qual.

43.5 33.3351

16.  Qualifications 18.  Approximate Social Grade

12.  Employment by industry

15.  Occupation
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LETTER FROM AMY 

Hi Everyone,  I know it's been a while since I last 
spoke but I have been pretty busy. 

Time has really flown by; I've been at my unit in 
Colchester for nearly 4 months now - on my first 
posting since completing my phase 2 training.  There 
are plenty of facilities at the barracks, I have my own 
room and share a kitchen with 5 other girls, it’s a bit 
like University accommodation, but there are no 
parties and we have to get up at 6:00am. 

Colchester itself is pretty different to what I'm used to 
in Gargunnock. A lot of traffic and no hills.  So far I've 
been on a couple exercises – which I was born for - 
up in North Yorkshire and Hereford, I can’t give you 
any details, but I can say that it was working with 
other Army units, and I had a good laugh, was sleep 
deprived, got really scared and a little bit injured – 
not all at once. 

For 3 weeks before the Armistice day celebrations I 
was on guard duty at a barracks in London, mostly it 
was a 6-6 shift with weekends off, so most evenings I 
went out round the shops or just walked around 
London with some other people from work.  My job in 
the Army is as a driver and although I have my full 
HGV and HazMat licences, the biggest things I’ve 
driven since finishing my training are the Army 
minibus and Landrover. 

I do all if the normal soldier stuff, and if we are to 
travel off the base, I will drive either people or 
supplies to our destination.  For example, last week I 
drove my OC and Sgt. Major over to a base near 
Wales, it took us 8 hours to get there due to the 
Friday traffic – traffic near London is truly mental. 8 
hours sounds grim, but it wasn't too bad. As I am just 
a lowly private, I thought they wouldn't speak to me, 
but they did and asked a few questions on my 
Taekwondo. 

Which brings me on nicely to my next subject.  Not so 
long ago I entered an Army Martial Arts Competition 
in Aldershot.  It was a chance for me to be spotted 
and hopefully selected for the Army Taekwondo team, 
which is a personal goal.  Anyway I came away with 2 
silvers and a bronze. The two silvers were for Patterns 
and sparring (ITF) and the bronze was for WTF (World 
Taekwondo Federation) sparring which is the one in 
the Olympics and I found it a bit different from my 
normal ITF (International Taekwondo Federation) 
sparring.  The biggest difference is in WTF Taekwondo 
there is a rule for no punching to the head, which I 
found difficult to follow, as I'm so used to hitting that 
area in my style of Taekwondo but I gave it a go and I 
was happy with my results.  Although I didn’t win a 
Gold, overall I was happy with myself since I haven't 
competed in nearly 2 years and I do miss it! 

I’m really hoping to get selected for the Army squad - 
the selection process starts again next year. 
Still on the sport side of things, I should also mention 
that I’ve recently  taken up playing rugby - which I 
really enjoy.  I’ve only played 2 competitive games so 
far, we won today (16/11/14 - Sunday) 12-10 and we 
celebrated afterwards.  This is a civilian rugby team, 
and it's based in Harwich, not far from Colchester. It 
is a nice town with a lovely sea view.  The team 
hasn't been around for long, it’s just over a year old 
and it’s full of nice friendly girls, everyone gets on as 
a team, so it's all smiles round. 

All these best, Amy

MAITLAND'S ??th BIRTHDAY PARTY 

Many many thanks to everyone who came along to my party on 6th 
December, to the afternoon tea (on what proved to be a very wet afternoon) 
and in the evening. And also to those who couldn't manage but who took the 
time to send their best wishes.  

There were two aims when I was planning the day. One was to have a really 
enjoyable and memorable day and, thanks to everyone, this was certainly 
achieved. The other was to ask for voluntary donations to Diabetes UK in lieu 
of presents and I'm delighted to say that the magnificent sum of £870 was 
raised. How wonderful was that?? 

I am hoping to build up a souvenir of the occasion and was taking quite a few 
photographs throughout the day. I might be even be able to use a few!!! 
However, I do not have any pictures of the colourful confetti display at 
midnight - the "birthday moment" - so if any one can help I would appreciate 
it. 

Also, throughout the day, there was a "comments book" available and many 
printable contributions were written!!! After the party, though, a few people 
said that they hadn't been aware of this and asked if they could still make a 
contribution. This has been done but if anyone else still wants to add to the 
book please let me know. 

A number of special thanks are due - Jane & Liz for organising and catering for 
the afternoon teas (and their assistants) - Debbie for her unique personalised 
Jambos birthday cake - Stevie for coming to the rescue and doing a great job 
when the booked entertainer didn't turn up - and finally thanks to all my great 
friends who helped with the setting up, clearing up, and being generally 
supportive. I do hope I haven't left anyone out. 

Thank you, Maitland

GARDEN IMPROVEMENTS AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

We have had plans to make improvements to our garden area for some time 
now but these were proving difficult to organise because of the cost.  Enter the 
Criminal Justice Department of Stirling Council, who were willing to help us. 

After some discussions and meetings to find out what assistance they could 
offer, it was agreed that if we could supply the materials then they would carry 
out the labour involved.  The plan involved digging out the area beyond the 
existing patio and moving the excavated material down towards Leckie Road 
and using it to level that area.  

More digging established the line of a path round the grassed area with the 
material from this having to be barrowed to the bank at the rear of the car 
park.  Sixteen tons of bottoming were barrowed in to the extended patio area 
and the path. 

After levelling, new slabs were laid on sand which made the patio area almost 
twice the size. The path was compacted and the surface dressed. The levelled 
areas were grass seeded and compost added to newly dug beds 

All of this work was carried out to a high standard and we are very grateful to 
the Criminal Justice Management, Supervisors and the Team who carried out 
the work. They can be sure that they have given us something that is of real 
benefit to our Community. !
HEATING PROBLEMS AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Isn't it just typical ?  Along comes some of the coldest weather of the winter so 
far and the heating in the Centre breaks down.  We're very sorry for the 
inconvenience to users but unfortunately the problem was quite serious and 
took a week to resolve. 

The auger which lifts the wood pellets from the storage hopper into the burner 
somehow got itself out of line and stopped working. A new part had to be sent 
up from the manufacturer and fitted (under warranty) by their engineer.  

We did our best with blown air heaters but it just wasn't as comfortable as you 
would normally expect. Some bookings had to be cancelled but others went 
ahead in a rather cool environment. 

Recognising this, and as a goodwill gesture, we have decided not to make any 
charge for hall rentals during this period.
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GARGUNNOCK PLAYGROUP & TODDLERS 

Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers runs sessions weekly throughout 
the year for all children up to school age. 

If you are new to the village and have young children or are expecting a 
baby then we would be pleased to hear from you. 

Gargunnock Playgroup runs every Monday and Thursday from 
9-11.30am during the school term in the Community Centre. Our 
qualified staff run a varied set of activities suiting all ages and interests.  
We are an independent Playgroup, registered with the Care 
Inspectorate, managed by parents and welcome  children from 2½ yrs 
to pre-school.  The cost is only £6.00 per session.  Ad hoc rates and 
discounts for more than one child are available. Please contact 
playgroup@gargunnock.com for more details. 

Gargunnock Toddlers provides lots of toys, snack time and a warm 
welcome for pre-birth mums, babies, toddlers and their older siblings 
every Wednesday (10-11.30am) in the Community Centre.  Why not 
come along and see for yourself!   

NEWS 

Our St Andrew’s Night Ceilidh in November was a fantastic success. 
Huge thanks to everyone for making is such a great night out, especially 
our very talented musicians!  We have another helping of our ever 
popular Pub Quiz coming up on Friday 20th February, 8pm at the 
Gargunnock Inn.  Why not come along and pit your wits against your 
fellow villagers, only £2.50 per person (a maximum of 4 in a team).   

A recent unannounced inspection by the Care Inspectorate resulted in 
Gargunnock Playgroup receiving an award of Very Good throughout. This 
is one level below the top award and it has been great to get this official 
confirmation of the fantastic job Jane and Louisa do, with support from 
the Committee, in providing such a high quality experience for local 
children. 

You may have seen our Playgroup children out and about in the village 
over the festive period, performing their Christmas "acts of kindness". 
This wonderful idea saw the children decorating the village noticeboard, 
giving out mince pies and planting bulbs in the Community Centre 
garden. At a time of year when small children can all too easily think 
only of the vast number of presents soon to come their way, it was a 
wonderful opportunity to remind them of the 
importance of giving as well as receiving! 

If you want to get in touch at any time please 
contact Ashley Fleming (Peter and Nairn’s mum) 
Lomond View, Quarry Brae, Gargunnock; 
ginger3481@hotmail.com or call 07904650781. 

Drama & Dance Workshop, Kippen Village Hall, 
10am - 11:30am, Ages 5 - 10, cost £5 

Unlock your creativity and join Impression Arts 
in our exciting new workshop.  If you love to 
perform then come along and improve those 
acting, singing and dancing skills. 

Irish Dance Workshop, Kippen Village Hall, 
11:30am - 12:30pm, All ages, cost £4.50 

Embrace Irish culture and join Moira in our new 
Irish dance workshop.  Learn new choreography, 
technique and be sure to have lots of fun. 

Cost for both workshops is £8 

For more information please contact  

Moira on 07960536549 or email 
impressionarts_scotland@yahoo.co.uk

THE GARGOYLES 2015 SUMMER TOUR! 

After an exhausting December of fundraising all over the 
place, we are preparing already for our summer festival 
season. 

Your only chance to enjoy a true medieval festival this 
year in Scotland is at the fabulous Traquair House near 
Peebles, about an hour and a half away. It’s over 2 days 
and has jousting, hog roast, rearing horses, knights, 
archery, hawks and a beer tent selling their own Festival 
Ale. What’s not to like! Oh, I nearly forgot The Gargoyles, 
singing our socks off for one and possibly 2 days on 23rd 
and 24th May. 

Then it’s a first for us, performing at Irvine Marymass 
Festival Traditions Day on 22nd July. In 1563 Mary Queen 
of Scots visited Irvine and ever since Traditions Day has 
featured a morning parade with Mary and her “Four 
Maries” and pages, followed by a coronation at midday at 
the Town’s House. There’s beautifully groomed and 
decorated Clydesdale horses, some mounted and others 
pulling carts and carriages, accompanied by riders and 
passengers in elaborate fancy dress. The afternoon’s 
activities include Clydesdale horse racing on Irvine Moor, 
which has been a feature of the festival since it began.  

Then our usual Linlithgow Folk Festival appearance at the 
Palace on September 12th. 

So only 3 gigs for us this summer because of a shortage 
of sponsorship and funding. Last year the wonderful 
Scotland’s Festival of History at Chatelherault was 
cancelled and it’s failed to get funding again this year. It 
was the biggest history festival in the UK with 
participants, performers and stall holders coming from all 
over Europe, covering periods from Iron Age Caledonians 
to the Desert Rats and was spectacular! The Bruce 
Festival in Dunfermline was huge, with 20,000 visitors 
over 2 days, but it is cancelled this year, again for lack of 
sponsorship, etc. Great shame because they are such 
good fun for the whole family and are very popular.

The Community Council would like to remind everyone that 
we meet on the following dates in the Community Centre 
from 7:30pm to 9:00pm 

2nd March  11th May 
8th June (AGM)   7th September 
5th October  2nd November 
7th December 

There are six of us on the committee and we volunteer our 
time to liaise between the local authority (and other public 
bodies) and the residents of Gargunnock.   

The local authority has a duty to consult Community 
Councils on how local services are delivered and other 
issues affecting the neighbourhood. 

Please feel free to come along to any of our meetings, 
especially if you have any concerns you would like us to 
raise with the local authority.

Many thanks to David 
King for sending in a 
couple of photos taken 
around the village

mailto:impressionarts_scotland@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:impressionarts_scotland@yahoo.co.uk


Next edition of the Bugle will be start of April, if you have any articles or Ads please email bugle@gargunnock.com.  Lastly, I would like to say a 
big thanks to all the well wishers, the personal shoppers, to those who handed in pots of soup, jug dinners, cakes, home-made bread and not 
forgetting those who came in regularly for tea and a chat and have kept me going through the last 13 weeks 
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GOLD AND SILVER QUIZ – ANSWERS 

1  A Golden Girl      2  Marigold        3 Golda Meir 
4  Crock of gold          5  Silver Lady     6 Burnished gold 
7  Golden daffodils      8 Kate Silverton    9  Gold Coast 
10 Golden Retriever     11 Goldfinger      12  Good as gold 
13  Silver fish        14  Jane Goldman    15 Gold digger 
16  Golden Fleece       17  Golden Shot    18  Whoopi Goldberg 
19  Silver bells            20  Goldie Hawn     21  Silver fern 
22  Golden Syrup        23  Golden Rock     24  Silverado 
25  Golden Chain        26  Nickel Silver       27  Golden Gate Bridge 
28  Goldylocks            29  Oliver Goldsmith 30  Golden Mile 
31  Silvery moon         32  Golden Horn        33  Golden Handshake 
34  Silver sand           35  Phil Silvers         36  Goldeneye 
37  William Golding       38 Silverstone          39  Golden Wonder 
40  The Gold and Silver Waltz    41 Fields of Gold      42 Silver Surfer 
43  Golden Oldie          44 Black Gold           45 The Golden Compass 

DINGBATS     

1  Downright stupid      2  Sit down and shut up    
3  Hung up to dry     4  One thing after another   
5  A bit on the side       6 The point of no return 
7  Thick skinned       8  Spellbound   
9  One night stand       10 First and foremost 
11 Charge of the Light Brigade  12 Over to you   
13  Friends in high places   14  Diamond in the rough

Birthday, anniversary, engagement or retirement celebrations should have their 
special moments captured with stunning photographs that you will treasure forever. 
Our style is relaxed and informal allowing you to enjoy your celebrations while we 
record your special day/evening. 
We have packages to suit all budgets so contact us for a no obligation chat.

www.ianjyoung.co.uk/celebration-photography/ 
www.facebook.com/IanYoungPhotography
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