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o SHOPPING THAT MAKES A e
camphlll DIFFERENCE! The Blg

Dlairdrummond  weal love getting shiny new things, ,
whether it be a new gadget,

living, working and growing together  jewellery, or some new clothes. It's @ n
just thrilling! It can make us feel
good about ourselves and it's great B - rt h d a

therapy for when we need to give ourselves that little bit of a lift. But l 9

all this shopping can be bad too. It's not good for the bank balance,

when we need to save the pennies and buying new stuff and then HELP NEEDED URGENTLY!

throwing it away creates a real environmental problem. . .
Local Brownie unit unable to open as

So here at Camphill Blair Drummond, we've thought we would get in .
urgently needing more leaders.

on the recent craze that’s been sweeping the country and hold our
own Swishing party. Swishing parties are nhow one of the most
popular ways of getting new clothes; they are great for saving money Can you spare 2 hours a week to keep
and saving the planet, and in our case also a great opportunity to Brownies going.

raise a little bit of money for our charity.
The night was a lot of fun! We all got to take away some fabulous Contact Gill 07766303905 or Eliz

new items, and feel great about it too! It wasn’t an expensive night, 07887553012 for information.
everyone only paid £5 to come along. We were being environmentally .

friendly by recycling our old stuff and best of all, we knew that it was There are lots of 100" Birthday events
contributing to our charity’s future and would make a difference! planned this summer for Brownies, don’t
Swishing parties aren’t like the old jumble sales we used to hold. We let our local Brownies miss out!

all bring along really good quality things, presents that we don't have

a use for, clothes that are hiding unloved in our wardrobe or jewellery PLEASE HELP NOW

that just doesn’t suit us. So someone new can find their perfect

072
present or ideal dress. \#-

So we'd like to encourage everyone to join in the fun and hold your

very own Swishing party. Even if you haven't tried it before! Swishing %
parties are so simple and easy to organise. Just invite your friends

over, ask them to make a donation of £5 for charity to attend and

bring 5 items for swapping.

"I loved the Swishing party, there were so many lovely things to
choose from, and we could choose any five items that we wanted. 1 on

Just imagine, only £5 to attend, and I went away with a box of W___" f \ 2R ',w:,‘ Are you a Parent?
chocolates, some new jewellery, a DVD, a Jamie Oliver cookbook and ' u ] )

some German gingerbread. All this, and I was supporting the .lL " - -’ We. need your
Camphill Blair Drummond Appeal” =~ { )= skills to help
SWISHING PARTY PARTICIPANT J ‘L ‘l support parents
If you would like to hold your own ‘Swish’ for Camphill Blair Support and friends} In crisis.
Drummond, please contact Elsie Riley on 01786 843047 or e-mail for families Why not Volunteer
elsie@camphillblairdrummond.org.uk. We can give you help and with us in 20147
advice on organizing your event. Home-5tart Stirling )
We guarantee you'll have a swap O'd

great time and it's such a Please contact us for more information ....
simple way to make a

difference to the future of our T: 01786 476782

community. A place that

changes lives for the adults

with severe learning

disabilities whom we support. for new

E: rachel@homestartstirling.co.uk
www.homestartstirling.co.uk
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Gargunnock’s new Community Council met for its first time on Monday 2 December and
are keen to hear views on what issues matter most to residents so if there are any
burning issues please do not hesitate to get in touch or come along to one of the
meetings. Full details are displayed on the village notice board.

The Council still has a room for new Councillors and specifically the role of Secretary
remains unfilled. We also have a vacancy which is a paid post for someone to record
minutes at each of our meetings so again, if you feel able to take on a more active role
the team would be delighted to hear from you.

Your Community Council currently includes:

Alison Maclachlan (Chair) 860766 alisonmaclachlan@btinternet.com
Mike McGirr (Deputy Chair) 860230 mmcgirr@clarkgillone.co.uk
Edmond Mansion (Treasurer) 860608 edmond.mansion@btinternet.com
Bob Burman (Planning) 860505 burman902@btinternet.com
Maitland Clark 860460 maitlandclark@btinternet.com
Bryan Crawford 860404 b.crawford@talktalk.net

Lovat MacGregor 860376 lovatmacgregor@dsl.pipex.com

HOME-START STIRLING

Sorry, we don't help you start your car when it’s broken down. We don’t help people get set
up in new accommodation if they’ve fallen on hard times...

BUT this is WHAT WE DO and WHO WE HELP...

Home-Start Stirling supports families from across the local Stirling area who have at least one
child under the age of five years and are experiencing extreme difficulties.

Families need support for many different reasons, family breakdown, postnatal illness,
isolation, a child’s disability, bereavement, or any other reason causing stress or crisis. With a
flexible approach, meeting the individual needs of each family, volunteers help build the
family’s confidence and ability to cope.

Our volunteers are parents themselves, trained and supported by our co-ordinators and are
carefully matched to a family. Our volunteers provide weekly support within the family’s own
home by listening, companionship, and practical help.

There is no time limit to our support and staff will also visit families regularly to review the
service and support provided until everybody agrees that the family is able to cope on their
own.

To Home-Start Stirling, every family is special and we respond to each family’s individual
needs through our services of home-visiting support, family group work and social events.

Home-Start Schemes are rooted in the communities they serve — managed locally but
supported by the national organisation which offers direction, training, information and
guidance to schemes to ensure consistent and quality support for parents and children
wherever they are.

Home-Start Stirling has a proven, lasting, positive impact on the development of children and
on the health and welfare of the family.

If you have a particular skill, have retired or children are going to school and you have some
spare time, a bit of energy and enthusiasm can go a long way in helping us...

Volunteering with us is extremely rewarding work. It requires energy, commitment, reliability,
creativity... and a sense of humour!

There are many families who need supporting, many families with complex needs, and we
never have enough volunteers to support everyone that comes to our attention.

We welcome any enquiries for Home-Visiting volunteers, Family Group helpers and Trustee
members.

Home-Start home-visiting volunteers need to be parents themselves and we need people
from all ages, backgrounds and genders.

No qualifications are necessary - just listening skills, understanding, discretion, commitment
to the families you visit and a willingness to share your parenting experience.

If you would be interested in becoming involved with Home-Start Stirling, please email
admin@homestartstirling.co.uk or call 01786 476782.

For further information check our website www.homestartstirling.co.uk

Home-Start Stirling is an independent charity, supported by Home-Start UK, overseen by an
elected Board of Trustees.

Many thanks for taking the time to read this. Even if you would just like a wee chat about
what we do, please don't hesitate to contact me (Jane) on 07739 160912 or email me,
mjanehunterl@aol.com

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

The Christmas tree in the square came
from the Mitchells this year. Thanks to
them, Stevie who chopped it down, Ed
and his daughters, who put it up again
with lights on! Thanks also to Ann at
Bridgend for providing the power supply
to light it all up. Mince pies and a nice
cup of tea all round.

KIPPEN SURGERY

There will be two staff training days
coming up at Kippen Surgery and we
will be closed from 1:20pm on Thursday
20th February and Tuesday 4th March.

GARGUNNOCK FLOWER SHOW QUIZ

Friday 14th March at 7:30pm in the
Community Centre. Teams of 4 £10 per
team

B.Y.O.B.

ove e
Donations of ao ‘ ao
raffle prizes Oy W W
greatly

appreciated.

[ wiNeEQuiz )
Saturday 29th March
Ticket price includes

6 Taster Wines & Nibbles
Look out for more details on
village notice board and in shop

Save The Date

15 Feb Camphill Talent Auction

18 Feb Beavers arrive in Gargunnock
20 Feb Staff Training at Kippen Surgery
20 Feb Gala AGM

23 Feb Thinking Day Service

4 March  Staff Training at Kippen Surgery
14 March Flower Show Quiz

28 March Pub Quiz

29 March Parent Council Wine Quiz

31 May Songsters Spring Show
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LOCAL SHOP OWNER INVITED TO SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT!

Congratulations to Carol and her team at the Gargunnock Village
Store. Our shop has reached the Scottish Finals of the 2013
Countryside Alliance Awards.

Carol was delighted when she received an letter from our local MP,
The Rt Hon Anne McGuire, congratulating her on getting through to
the regional finals of the Countryside Alliance Awards, also known as
the Rural Oscars. The awards, now in their ninth year, are voted for
by the public, and are an annual celebration of communities, produce,
enterprise and rural heritage

“This was the first I knew of it,” commented Carol, “the local
community had got behind the scheme without my knowledge and the
letter was the first I had heard of it. It's great to be recognised by the
local residents for the service we offer to the village and further
afield”

Carol took over the shop in 2006 shortly after moving to the village. A
marriage and 2 daughters later she feels very much part of village life
from being a parent council member at the local school to soon to be
Rainbow leader.

“So many local communities are losing their village shop to the bigger
players and it's tough to stay competitive. With the likes of Aldi and
Lidl gaining popularity I am constantly thinking of ways to stay ahead
of the game and give our customers a wee bit more,” she continued.
“It's vital that the villagers don't become complacent about their local
shop and expect it to always be there without using it. It's very much
a case of use it or lose it and we work very hard to ensure the shop is
a positive shopping experience for the villagers”

After the closure of the Post Office service in 2008 Carol took the
opportunity to introduce a well stocked selection of wines to the shop
with regular wine tasting sessions offered. She works with as many
local suppliers as possible. Milk is from Grahams, fresh meat is

supplied by local butcher John Brown of Buchlyvie and
the green grocery comes from McKechnies Fruit and
Veg, steak pies from Skinners of Kippen, beer from
Inveralmond Brewery. She even runs a pre-order and
delivery service to the guests of Gargunnock House.

Carol has been invited to the final at the Scottish
Parliament in March and those Scottish champions will
go onto compete on a national level at Westminster in
April 2014,

Contact details for Gargunnock Village Store:
Mobile 07788 628869, Shop 01786 860 703

— [ESLE T

01786 860703 OPEN 7 DAYS
1 Main Street, Gargunnock FK8 3BW

Scottish
SBUTT TISH Countryside

ALLIARN[:E Alliance Awards
AWARDS Finalist 2013

3eottish

Independent
pCcer Community
. "W Award 2010

OFFER

Bring this ad along to the
Gargunnock Village Store and
claim your free coffee to go.
Choose from:

Cappuccino
Latte
Americano
Espresso

Offer expires March 315t 2014
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GARGUNNOCK PARISH CHURCH

Christmas Appeal: A big thank you to all who donated towards our
Christmas Appeal for START-UP, Stirling. 212 Food Items and 200
Household items were delivered to their premises, along with a cheque for
£383.86 - the proceeds of the Retiring Offerings over the Christmas period -
£106.66 was donated at the Primary School End of Term Service. Christine
Hancox, the Project Co-ordinator, has written to express her sincere thanks
for such a generous gift.

In the letter she stated the number of the various packs they have provided
during 2013:

Home Starter Packs -126; Well Being Packs for those in temporary
accommodation - 624 and Crisis Food Packs 1600. All of these have been
distributed by working in close partnership with other key agencies in the
community and by operating robust referral processes.

2014 will see the Charity move into larger premises to cope with the need for
crisis support and it hopes to start a ‘Listening Service’ to assist individuals
and families to identify long term solutions.to their difficulties. The Charity is
always looking for volunteers. Contact details:

Email: mail@startupstirling.org.uk Web: www.startupstirling.org.uk
Weekly Worship:

All services are at 10.30am, with activities for the children and All are most
welcome to come along. On the third Sunday of each month we have a Faith
Share Service, which is designed to be family-friendly, fun and faith full.

On Sunday 23" February our guest preacher, Rev. Val Allen, will be joined
by the Guides for their Thinking Day Service.

KIRKLANE FELLOWSHIP

The group will meet in the Ross Anderson Room at 7.30pm on the following
Tuesdays:

Tuesday 4t March: Isobel Madden, of Gartmore, will give an illustrated talk
with the title “India to Inverness”.

Tuesday 1°t April will be the last meeting of the session, at we have our AGM
followed by a bite and blether.

Please come along and join us when you will be most welcome.
Audrey Birrell, Session Clerk.

Dear Bugle

I have lost my bugle and do hope that the Bugle can help me find my bugle. I
last saw my bugle (not my Bugle) after I had bugled some buglings at the
Square during the New Year celebrations. As the Bugle is no doubt aware the
bugle (not the Bugle - although it may well do in the future) represents part of
Gargunnock's traditions and it would be a great loss to be un-bugled (or indeed
de-bugled). What would the Bugle think if there was no bugle? ....... Exactly!! So
to any erstwhile buglers out there who may have inadvertently miss-bugled then
the Bugle would like to hear from them. Bugle, my bugle is presently feeling
distinctly non-bugled so I trust you are able to re-bugle it.

Yours sincerely
Maitland
SONGSTERS

The Gargunnock Songsters is a group of like-minded individuals, from many
different walks of life, with one thing in common - we all love to sing.

Under the musical direction of Mrs Elaine Finlay we practice on Wednesday
evenings at 7.30pm in the Drop In Centre, Gargunnock. New members are
always welcome; at the moment we are particularly looking for more bass and
soprano singers.

If you are interested in joining or booking The Gargunnock Songsters and would
like further information, please visit our website at

gargunnocksongsters.org.uk
or contact Lorna Rodger on 07733227965.

A date for your diary - The Gargunnock Songsters' Spring Show will take place
on Saturday 31st May 2014.

Mosaic Courses
Spring 2014

Introduction to Making Mosaics
Thursdays 7pm - 9pm
Six week course starting 20t February
Learn all the techniques for designing,
cutting, laying and
grouting your own mosaics.

Suitable for all - £150

Outdoor Mosaic

Saturday 26 April and Sunday 27% April
10am - 4pm
Design and create your own
outdoor mosaic.

Suitable for all - £150

All courses are held at
Gargunnock Community Centre.
Maximum 8 people.

Price includes all materials and
refreshments.

For more information and to
book a place please contact:

jainemarriottmosaics.co.uk
facebook: Jaine’s Mosaics
jainemarriott@phonecoop.coop
01786 860624

NEW BEAVER COLONY

A fun and exciting new group for boys and
girls aged 6-8 will be starting on Tuesday
18th February (6.30-8.30 in the
Community Centre).

If you know someone looking for fun,
games, crafts and adventure get in touch
with me or Gregor McCallum.

Morna Tinto (Assistant Leader)
morna@tinto.com
860208

Word of the Month: RILL (n) - a small rivulet
or brook.

e.g. Overheard in the shop " See wi aw this rain
we've been havin the sheuchs are mair like rills,
are they no?"
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GALA AGM

The Annual meeting for the Gala will be held on Thursday
20th February 2014 at 8pm at the Gargunnock Inn.

The Committee would very much welcome input and feedback
from anyone in the village about how to improve annual gala
activities.

We promise you will not be coerced into taking on any tasks
unless you're keen to do so. We're genuinely more interested
in your feedback and any offers of basic help and advice.

If you would like to be involved but cannot attend the
meeting, please contact one of the current Gala committee
members as follows:

Judy : 07932 755 631
Jackie: 07825 169 010

Karen: 07801 065 277
Ali: 07769 728 894

FLOWER SHOW AGM

The AGM was held in the Village Inn on Monday 18t
November. President Stevie Buchanan opened the meeting
and thanked all in attendance. All business was addressed and
items arising were as follows:

A donation of £200 from show funds would be made to The
Senior Citizen Club and a further £200 be made to the local
football club to assist in the purchase of new strips.

The Flower Show committee, through the Bugle, would like to
thank members of the Village Interest Association for the kind
donation given to them, on the closure of this group.

All existing committee members agreed to remain in post for
a further year. If you feel you could offer help in the setting
up for the show, we desperately need folk to help lift and
carry. Please speak to a committee member.

Janet Iffla

CAMPHILL BLAIR DRUMMOND TALENT AUCTION

On February 15th at 2pm, come along and bid for our
amazing talents. Residents, staff and volunteers will auction
time and skills from baking a cake of your choice, to helping
in your garden for an hour. So whatever you are looking for,
you are bound to find it at our talent auction! Come along
and get bidding and se what time and talents you can buy!
We guarantee a great atmosphere and lots of fun whatever
you end up bidding for!

RAISING MONEY FOR SAVE THE CHILDREN

On May 17th I am going to try to run as far as I can along the
route of the West Highland way . I am starting at sunrise in
Milngavie and will finish at sunset (if I can get that far) - 16 1/2
hrs. My goal is around 100 km (yes, that's slow going if you work
it out). I am raising money through this challenge for Save the
Children (worldwide disaster relief and a charity that gives a very
decent proportion of money raised to a good cause, compared to
many others).

I would be very grateful if you would be willing to pledge an
amount "per km" to give me particular motivation. 5p per km =
£5 (if I do 100 km ). I am not taking money until after the run so

just now I am looking for pledges. I can take pledges by email, or

at home, or through my Facebook page "a long run to save the
children".

I am also thinking of perhaps doing a training day where i spend
a good few hours running around the village which may promote
my effort and a few folk may decide to join me for a lap of two if
I get any interest.

Thanks

Steve Rivers,

1 Moray Place
mrsteverivers@gmail.com

Save the Children

GARGUNNOCK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Here at Gargunnock Primary we have been launching a very
exciting school topic - The Commonwealth Games!

We had a very interesting and fun-filled day last Wednesday. We
received a message from the very famous - Sir Chris Hoy! He
asked us to turn our school hall into a Commonwealth stadium!
We had to spend the whole day making people, stands, athletes,
officials, cameramen, flags of the Commonwealth countries, the
Commonwealth cauldron and torch.

We all walked into school with dull faces but as soon as Chris Hoy
gave us the message all our faces lit up and we got to work
straight away. It was great to work with all age groups and I felt
as though I got to know people a lot better. It was fantastic day
all round filled with fun, laughter and hard work - I'm sure we
would all like to do it again.

By Cerys Gilbride

LATEST UPDATE FROM AMY McCABE
Hi there,

I'm almost finished my Phase 1 - basic training - !! and so far I
have passed everything.

We have been issued our Number 2 uniforms, which are our dress
uniforms for the passing out parade, they look pretty smart.
Anyway, the big news this month is that we are just back from our
final two week exercise.

Tac Ex 3 was one week in the Scottish mountains, with only the
supplies that were could carry, doing navigation and survival
exercises. We had no tents and were cold and wet and smelly for
the complete week. In fact on the last day we had to move camp to
a different location as things had got so wet that we were sliding
down the hill in the mud !!

For the week we practised “Section attacks” — including night time
exercises with smoke grenades and parachute flares - I took my turn
at being section commander and we had 9 in our section defending
positions and also attacking enemy encampments.

We did 2 Platoon attacks with all 40 in my platoon, for the last one
we had to put on our CBRN suits and run back to the pickup point,
with all our gear - about a mile. We were straight on the transport
and then taken to a place near Dumfries, to do our week long Battle
Camp, where we all lived in a big hanger and had beds !! We also got
2 hot meals each day. We were able to dry our gear, although the

shower was a small tent with a bucket with holes in the bottom that
had to be filled with a bowl of warm water for each person.

It was mainly tactics and live firing, I fired over a 1,000 live rounds.
We did some night stuff as well with parachute flares, which light the
target area up like it was daytime. We also did bayonet training,
which meant a lot of and crawling in mud, shouting and stabbing a
dummy and more shouting. There was also some psychological stuff
that I don’t want to go into really. We finished off with a bayonet
assault course.

This started off with us crawling through a river to get warmed up,
so we were soaked before we started, it was so physically and
mentally draining that some of the boys were crying at the end -
honest!!! My Section won the March and Shoot Trophy. This is like
an Olympic bi-athlon, but instead of snow and skiing, imagine mud,
rain, rivers and running (¥}

Finally, last Saturday we got the transport back to Harrogate, It was
great to get back to my own bed after 2 weeks. We spent the next 2
days cleaning kit. Monday was an 8 mile run in full battle dress with
helmets and rifles and then yesterday we were on the obstacle
course.

From now until the Passing out Parade on the 20t February will
probably just be practising drill. The next time I write it will probably
be from Driver Training School, and I'll be on my Phase 2 training.

Amy
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British Heart
Foundation

Corinne, Jonathan, Emily & Julia
Anderson; Pamela, Chris, Kirstin, Rory &
Cammy Armstrong; Douglas, Jane,
Callum, Rory & Angus Bain; Kirsty, Mike
& Alex Baird; The Beck Family; Jill Bell;
Henk, Sue, Romy & Luca Berits; Sheena,
Robert, Merran & Colum Blackwood; The
Bonner Family; Kate, Rowan, Hazel,
Jasper, Molly & Twilight Bovill; Janine,
Kevin, Hope & Niamh Brodie; Gillian,
Gavin, Amy & Chloe Bruce; Phyllis
Cameron; Fiona & Willie Campbell;
Chris, Jackie & Heather Campbell; Anne
& Ronnie Carson; Andy & Joyce
Chisholm; John, Diane & Julie Christie;
Maitland Clarke & Anne; Brian,
Bernadette, Julian & Sophie Corbett;
Gill, Stevie, Stuart, Elaine & Ross Corry;
Scott, Julie, Andrew & Alexander
Coubrough; Douglas & Moira
Coupethwaite; Bryan, Shona, Ella,
Daniel & Louise Crawford; Charlene
Crawford; Anne Dando; Eric & Alice
Dempster; Graham, Helen, Rachel &
Cameron Dingley; Keith & Pauline
\Dingley; Norman & Iona Donaldson;

MERRY CHRISTMAS GARGUNNOCK!

The following residents and friends of Gargunnock have raised the

magnificent sum of £1250 for

The British Heart Foundation.

We'd all like to wish EVERYONE in our special wee village a very
Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year!

Max & Barbara Drummond; Pauline,
Mark, May & Archie Evans; Mike, Sue,
Jamie, Andrew & Gregor Fitches; Peter,
Claire, Grace & Madeleine Gill; Julia,
Sarah, Becky, Alastair (and Lynsey)
Hay; Rowena Bourne & Tony Heath;
Russell, Elaine, Rhona & Lauren Hendry;
Craig, Louise, Kyle & Innes Heron; Jane,
Ewan, Lauren & Sam Hunter; David,
Helen, Gail, Thomas & Alasdair Hyland;
Philip, Ruth & Naomi Irvine; Alister &
Elsbeth Jackson; Isobel Jenkins; Martin,
Fiona, Katie, David & Euan Johnstone;
Karen, Duncan, Stewart & Megan Leask;
Cindy & Peter Lee; Ian, Sandra,
Katherine & Hamish Lewis; Martin &
Barbara Linklater; Gordon, Hilary,
Duncan & Scott MacArthur; Lindsay,
Gregor, Struan & Bryce MacCallum;
Mike, Anne, Keri, Kieran & Ailsa Malone;
Edmund, Elizabeth & Louise Mansion;
Iain, Jaine, Carra & Evie Marriott; Tina
Peek & Charlie McAllister; Paul, Cath,
Cara (from Canada) & Kieran McGlynn;
Lovat, Carol, Amelie & Nina McGregor;
David, Heather, Christina & Ozzy

McPhee; Alex, Jane, Gemma, Ross &
Gordon Milne; Billy, Fiona, Helen,
Catherine & Alison Mitchell; Lesley, Kate
& John Morris; The Muirhead Family;
Hugh, Jean & David O’Connor; Stuart,
Sheena, Rosie & Hannah Ogg; Boyd,
Sally, Sarah & Fraser Park; Jon, Morag,
Matthew & Angus Park; Derek, Vanessa,
Kate, Anna & Ben Paynton; Kate & Geoff
Peart; Dave, Christine, Camille & Innes
Penman; Hector, Trish, Darren & Alistair
Petrie; Mike, Wendy, Harvey & Molly
Pizey; Lindsay, Bill & Lewis Shankie;
Andrew, Lois, Tom & Finn Simpson;
Claire, Doug & Bryony Smith; Matt,
Jackie, Kirsty, Liza & Matthew
Stevenson; Wilma Stewart; Myra &
Forbes Stewart; Ally, Sarah, Euan & Ava
Thomson; Colin, Morna, Freya & Andrew
Tinto; Ed, Catriona Kirsty & Eilidh Vass-
Payne; Elizabeth, Iain, Christopher,
Jemma & Lauren Whyte; Ian, Margaret,
Gordon & Catriona Young; Iain, Nichola,
Thomas & Katie Young

)
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GARGUNNOCK PLAYGROUP & TODDLERS

WHAT A BUSY TIME!

Christmas is long over and those of us that took part in all the
Christmas singing events have just about got our voices back!

“‘ Are you new to the village or are expecting a
baby? If so, then Gargunnock Playgroup and

Toddlers provides a warm welcome for all ages.....
LOTTERY FUNDED

Gargunnock Playgroup runs every Monday and Thursday from
9-11.30am in the Community Centre. We are an independent Playgroup,
taking children from 22 yrs to pre-school and are registered with the
Care Inspectorate. Our staff are fully qualified, trained in First Aid and
participate in the PVG scheme. The cost is only £6.00 per session. Ad
hoc rates and discounts for more than one child are available, please
contact playgroup@gargunnock.com for more details.

A big thank you, on behalf of the Salvation Army Stirling Corps,
to the Gargoyles of Gargunnock , Gargunnock Songsters, the
Carols in the Kirk performers and the Community Carol Singers
plus everyone who donated to the collection, for helping to raise
nearly £900 for their work in Stirling!

Amongst a load of other services at their HQ on Drip Road, they
provide a soup kitchen, needle exchange, free hairdresser, used
clothes etc, for the very needy of the area, plus at Christmas

they gave a free bed for the night to anyone who needed it. . .
Gargunnock Toddlers provides lots of toys, snack time and a warm

welcome for pre-birth mums, babies, toddlers and their older siblings
every Wednesday from 10-11.30am in the Community Centre. Why not
come along and see for yourself!

The Sallies go where most of us fear to tread and will put the
money we all raised to very good use.

Photograph shows the Carollers at Watson House

NEWS - We must extend warm thanks to everyone who made our St
Andrews Night Ceilidh such a smashing success. As well as being a great
fundraiser for Playgroup & Toddlers, everyone agreed it was a brilliant
night out. Attendance was high and the quality of musicianship was
fantastic, in fact, there were many requests to make this an annual
fixture so if you missed out on all the fun, keep an eye out for this year's
bash!

We have another helping of our ever popular Pub Quiz coming up on
Friday 28th March, 8pm at the Gargunnock Inn. Why not come along
and pit your wits against your fellow villagers, only £2.50 per person
with a max of 4 in a team. And we are also busy making plans for our
Open Day which will be held at the Community Centre sometime in early
summer. We are looking forward to sharing the work of Gargunnock
Playgroup with all of you and hope that you'll be able to come along and
enjoy our hospitality.

For more information email playgroup@gargunnock.com, visit
www.gargunnock.com/playgroup/ or join us on Facebook.
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GARGUNNOCKITIS

Gargunnockitis is an addiction to companionable village
relationships.

Think of the electricity breakdown in December 2013.
Scarcely had the darkness reasserted itself than there was a
knock at my back door. John McLaren wondering if I needed
some breakfast. A few minutes after he left came another
knock. It was Mike McEwan across the way with an unusually
big vacuum jug of boiling water: ‘Your heating won't be
working - you could probably do with this!” I was in Stirling
in the middle of the day, waiting for a bus. John and Helen
McLaren came by, picked me up, brought me back home.
About ten minutes later there was another knock at the back
door: it was Helen with a mug of hot soup. In the time of
snow and ice a year or two ago, when I had to stop driving for
eye trouble, the same phone message came from four
different parts of the village: ‘If you need something we'll get
it for you. If you need to go anywhere, we’ll take you'.

What a grace of relationships!

Togetherness is not confined. The Prayer Group which goes
round the village, seeking the good of people there, does not
extract ‘the faithful’ for attention, but is concerned for the
good of all. It stemmed from a Baptist initiative — people of
other church traditions joined in. When Violet Bonner died
you might wonder whether for the funeral service, Hugh would
turn to a Roman Catholic priest to lead because that was in
the family tradition, or the parish minister because the village
is in a Church of Scotland parish. Nae bother. They were
both there. When Maitland composed his Gargunnock
anthem, church and pub, which, in my north-east background
would have been rivals for ‘customers’ are there together, with
the village shop. The watchnight gathering was held in the
pub.

In the story of the Last Judgement, there is no obligation of a
faith statement in words. What is asked is ‘Did you just look
after yourself or did you look after others?’” Gargunnock
should fit in.

Worried note. If Maitland is on the run from the police
again, he should be told that his wee scruffy apology for a
beard is not adequate disguise.

Ian M. Fraser

SUPERFAST INFORMATION HIGHWAY
TO REACH GARGUNNOCK

We now have good news from BT that they will be upgrading the
Broadband Service for Gargunnock in June 2014. This is much
earlier than expected. The expectation is that Broadband customers
can upgrade their service to speeds of up to 38 Mbps or to speeds of
76Mbps. As usual the actual transmission speed achieved will
depend upon the length and quality of individual exchange lines.

To find out when you can place an order for upgrade go to BT's
website at http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-
and-when/ and enter your postcode. When BT start accepting
orders the flag on the map will change to green with "AO”, meaning
that they will start accepting orders. There is a website which
shows that the upgrade will actually be available by 1t June.

We understand that BT’s price will be about £23 per month for
unlimited use at up to 38Mbps. Other suppliers will obviously
publish their own tariffs and BT’s price will also depend upon what
bundle of Broadband and Telephone service is ordered. There may
be a charge for carrying out the upgrade.

We hope that when the new service starts, as many households and
businesses will take up the new service so as to justify the
investment in the upgrade. We believe that this upgrade will be of
considerable benefit both for domestic usage and also for those who
use Broadband for business purposes.

Edmond Mansion
Gargunnock Community Council

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL
Gargunnock Church 19th and 20th Dec 2013

The Christmas Tree Festival held in the village church on behalf of Robin
House, Balloch and Camphill Centre Blairdrummond raised a total sum of
£850.00 Alas the weather was not on our side with heavy rain and winds
that weekend, which impacted on the number of visitors to the festival, but
those who did come along were greeted with beautifully decorated trees,
bringing the Christmas Story to life. Visitors were very generous in their
praise of all the works that the Festival entailed.

Blairdrummond Estate kindly donated the trees for the event, Dobbies
Garden Centre Stirling donated the stands for the trees and all of the
following local businesses/individuals gave cash donations which allowed
local groups connected to the village to purchase materials to assist with the
decoration of the trees.

S Corrie I Lewis Carpets J & G Muir Joiner
R Hanlon Painter

The Village Shop

Mac Books Bastion Property

Impressions In Stone Bridge Club

R J Carson Builder Gargunnock Inn

A huge thanks to the following groups, Playgroup, Brownies and Rainbows,
Guides, Kirklane Fellowship, Sewing Group and WRI, who gave e up their
time and talents to decorate the trees telling the Christmas story.
Imagination by the children and generosity giving their own personal toys to
decorate their trees, made the event so worthwhile.

Thanks must go to the Church Session for allowing us to hold the event, to
everyone who gave us mince pies and shortbread to serve with the mulled
wine, all who welcomed visitors to see the Festival, and those who helped
clear the church after “12t Night”. All this help was greatly appreciated.

Wilma, Anne & Janet

“THANK YOU” LETTERS

Lorna Farquhar and Amy McDonald both Balfron High pupils held a coffee
morning on Saturday 23rd November in the Gargunnock Community
Centre in aid of the Charity Micro Tyco who inspire an intense
entrepreneurial environment that unleashes pupils’ talents and reveals
skills they never knew they had, whilst fostering entrepreneurial thinking
and creativity. What's more, Micro-Tyco is tailor made for the Curriculum
for Excellence and stimulates the ideal environment to develop pupils into
successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and
effective contributors.

The school children work in groups and are given £1 start-up grant. They
must come up with a creative way to turn the £1 into profit which is given
back to the charity who then invest it in poor countries for people who
wish to create their own business and get out of poverty.

With the help of our families and friends we organised and ran a coffee
morning with a raffle and managed to raise £150 so we would like to say
a great big THANK YOU to everyone who came along and supported us as
well as the people who couldn't make it but gave us donations.

Thanks again, Lorna & Amy

The Primary School Parent Council would like to thank everyone for their
continued support with our recent fundraising activities. Your
contribution is very much appreciated whether through attending our
events, using Easyfundraising or making donations. We'd also like to
congratulate our Christmas hamper winners who were; Stevie Buchanan,
Ruth Beaman, Bette Hughes and Muriel Ferguson. The money we raise is
going towards helping the school upgrade its ICT equipment and there
already a number of new laptops being very well used within the school
as a result. See you at our next event on 29th March!

Claire Smith, Chair - Parent Council

Thank you to the Gargunnock Flower Show committee for the generous
cheque for £200 which they gave Gargunnock Senior Citizens’ Christmas
Gift Fund.

We totally depend on fundraising so it was much appreciated.

Page 7


http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when/
http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when/
http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when/
http://www.superfast-openreach.co.uk/where-and-when/

TRIP TO PERU

A 15 year old Gargunnock schoolboy is hoping to head off to Peru next year as part of an expedition to help build orphanages and carry out
environmental protection work in remote parts of the fascinating country .

Daniel Gilbride, a 3" year pupil at Balfron High School, has signed up for the exciting trip which departs in June 2015. He is hoping to pay
for the majority of the £4000 cost of the four week-long expedition through fundraising.

Daniel, who lives in Millbrae, has a number of fundraising events planned over the next 17 months. These include, bag packing, a summer
BBQ, a charity football match, a sportsman’s dinner, a race night and fronting a stall at this summer’s village gala.

He is also collecting old printer cartridges to sell for recycling. The enterprising young man is keen to help locals with any odd jobs or
chores over the coming months such as car washing, baby-sitting, and grass-cutting etc as part of his bid to raise funds for his trip.

The highlight of the unforgettable expedition will be a five day trek along a little used trail to the
legendary Inca city of Machu Picchu.

He said: “As soon as I heard about this trip, I just wanted to go. I'm certain it will be a life-
changing experience and will take me well out of my comfort zone.

“We'll be doing such worthwhile work, helping improve the lives of orphans. I'm really looking
forward to meeting some of these children and hearing about their lives.

"It looks such a beautiful country but it faces real environmental challenges especially the
destruction of the forestation by local farmers. We'll be helping with projects aimed at helping

preserve the environment and the local wildlife.

“I've always been fascinated by Machu Piccu and visiting it will be like a dream come true.

“I'm so excited and I can’t wait to get out there. But if I'm to realize my dream I've got lot of

hard work to do to raise the funds. But I'm determined to do it ™.

If you have some jobs/ chores/ tasks you feel Daniel could help you with as part of his
fundraising campaign please contact him danielligilbride@aol.co.uk or call 07794

364037/860378.

If you want to find out more about the expedition please go to:

www.campsinternational.com/school-expeditions/peru-trekking

Thanks , Daniel Gilbride

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS
The Christmas Show

It was a true community production, acts spanned the
generations - with performers aged between 9 and over 90
with a mix of talent performing in different groups....
We had a rock band
a jazz band
duets and duo’s

a folk group
lots of humour
dance and solos

In total 50 people were either performing or helping organize
the show which was enjoyed by a capacity audience. An
excellent evening. Thanks must go especially to Helen Hyland
who co-ordinated the whole event and to Callum Farquhar who
did all the magic with the lights and sound. Thanks also to
David and Debbie Farquhar, for the mulled wine and the raffle
and to Jaine Marriot for decorating the hall. It was a wonderful
evening and raised £795 for the Community Centre.

Other News

Acoustic Panels have been installed in the main hall. This will
reduce the noise level in the hall and make it much easier for
people to hear each other during meetings. We are also looking
at putting curtains up to the Garden Room that will have the
same effect there

Wi-Fi is about to be fitted in the main building of the
community Centre which will be free to all users. Internet

WANTED FOR RENT
Workshop/Studio/Workspace

Must have light, heat and running water.
Please contact Jaine on 860624 or

jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop

access will also be available in the offices spaces upstairs and I
thank Gregor MacCallum for his assistance with this project.

Unfortunately, in the run up to Christmas the stage got
damaged. Luckily we were able to do some running repairs
before the show but it has highlighted the issue of people not
knowing how it works and causing damage. Therefore, if you
want to use the stage in future please let us know in advance
and it will be assembled for you for a modest fee.

The Offices We are still looking for a permanent use for the
offices upstairs so there is still an opportunity for these to be
rented at competitive rates. However, another idea is that they
are available for hire on an hourly basis either for meetings or
as quiet work spaces with free wi-fi, available to anyone in the
village who would want time away form the house to complete
a piece of work, do research, study or write. Before finalising
our ideas we would to gauge to potential market for furnished
office space.

If anyone is interested or know of anyone who would be
interesting in working in such a office please drop me an email
at djohnston@thehaven.eu

Join us on Saturday 22nd March at 10am for our spring clean.

Douglas Johnston,
Community Centre Management Committee

Next edition of the Bugle will be out just before Easter. If you have any
articles or Ads please email bugle@gargunnock.com or contact Jackie,
Maitland or Douglas.

If you can think of anyone who is likely to place an Ad please speak with them
and us. Unfortunately Osprey and CSRCC are no longer advertising with the
Bugle. We have thanked them for their support but we now need to find some
new businesses to help cover the cost of printing.

Page 8


mailto:danielligilbride@aol.co.uk
mailto:danielligilbride@aol.co.uk
http://www.campsinternational.com/school-expeditions/peru-trekking
http://www.campsinternational.com/school-expeditions/peru-trekking
mailto:djohnston@thehaven.eu
mailto:djohnston@thehaven.eu
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop
mailto:jaine.marriott@phonecoop.coop

