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Same old Christmas message again?
MAYBE NOT !

‘Y‘ﬂeg\e

With Christmas on the horizon again, minds j%@

turn to the three wise-guys who turned up )

at a stable with strange Christmas presents g

for the Bethlehem babe. Their journey long, /

their destination uncertain, but their

purpose clear. They’d travelled hundreds of miles to identify the most
important person the world would ever know, and the gifts would be the
clues of his identity.

Whether they ended up in palace or stable was of no consequence to them

(and they did both!) for they realised that Heaven on Earth was not
dependent upon their surroundings but upon the presence of God’s own
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NEW YEAR AT THE SQUARE !

Why not see in the New Year at the Square.
Come along about 10 minutes to midnight (GMT)
or thereabouts (Gargunnock Micro Time)
celebrate the arrival of the New Year

rep. in our world. Their gifts are not the sort we expect. Pressies we
usually give are for the recipient to enjoy, or at least to impress them, but
not theirs. Gold’s always welcome and handy when it came to paying the
bills for parents, but not for a babe in arms. Frankincense smells sweet
and was expensive, but it’s fairly useless to travelling artisans, and myrrh
- well, myrrh was a specialised commodity and not appreciated by many.
Most of us can’t even spell it.

Did they get it wrong then ? I don’t think so. I reckon they knew exactly
what they were doing. They were setting before the one they sought a sort
of mystical identity test. “Will he pick gold for riches and power? Will he
choose incense, as a holy man would? Myrrh’s really reserved for healers
and folk who know about suffering. Would that be what he’d go for ?” The
shock was that they never expected the most important person in the
world to be a gurgling child. Helpless, dependent, innocent and frail, and

Enjoy some entertainment for half hour or so
before going off to do your first-footing.

The Church bell will toll at midnight
(or German computer time)
and there will be Fireworks
(sometime around then)

There is no formal programme, it all depends on
the weather and who turns up on the night.
But something will happen.

unable to play their game.

God often comes to us in ways we don’t expect; sometimes in ways we
don't detect: often in ways we reject. Troubling isn’t it?

So it's no wonder the wise men went home a different way: They didn't
just go by a different road - the babe who grew to be Jesus of Nazareth
changed their whole attitude to life, the universe and everything. Yours
could be changed too? That's troubling as well.

Have a great Christmas, Rev Andy

P.S. Meet me in the Inn on Christmas Eve and I'll introduce you to three
splendid women - the wise men’s wives ! See you there.

WINDFARM UPDATE

Douglas and Geoff attended a meeting of the Earlsburn 2
Windfarm Community Benefit Group on the 17t October, along
with representatives from the five other Community Councils in
the group.

The proposal from the developer, Falck Renewables is that there
would be 2 parts to the community benefit package - [1] an
annual fund of £22,500 [index linked] based on £1000 per
megawatt installed capacity and [2] a community turbine which it
was estimated would generate £90,000 annually over the life of
the windfarm [25 years]also index-linked.

The developer, Falck,seems not to have a position on how these
sums should be apportioned between the six community councils,
instead asking for each to put forward criteria which could be

Oh! And Bring Your First-Footing Bottlell

Many Thanks to everyone who came along to
help raise funds for The Philippines Typhoon
Appeal at the Bite & Blether cafe on Wednesday
20th November. Over £700 was raised with
money still coming in.

Well done to all involved and to everyone who
supported this cause.

considered at the next meeting which was scheduled for March
2014.

Falck indicated that each community should only nominate two
representatives for future meetings who need not necessarily be
Community Councillors. As the arrangements for Community
Councils wouldn't permit them to disburse funds anyway DC and
GP indicated that,as Trust Directors, they would be prepared to
continue to attend these meetings on behalf of Gargunnock village
and report back, should the new Community Council agree with
this arrangement.

It's good to see some progress being made in this long running
project with the construction work estimated to start in spring
2014 and a completion date of late 2015, but of course no money
will flow until the electricity does.
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ALTERNATIVE VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD
2013

For some years now, many of us in the village have
donated collectively to charity rather than buying
Christmas Cards for our neighbours. Since 2004
we've raised over £8000 and several organisations -
such as The Gargunnock Elderly Folks Welfare,
CHAS and The Scottish Cot Death Trust - have
benefitted.

This year the money we raise will be donated to The British Heart
Foundation. Coronary heart disease (including such things as angina,
heart attacks, heart failure, congenital heart disease and inherited heart
conditions) is still the UK’s biggest killer and The British Heart Foundation
not only supports people, and their families, who are living with heart
disease but it also plays a major role in life-saving training and education.
It also funds many different research projects, all of which are working
hard to develop ways of preventing, or diagnosing, heart disease.

There won’t be many of us in the village whose lives haven't been
touched by heart disease, either through the loss of a loved one or as a
sufferer ourselves. Gargunnock is now the proud owner of a Defibrillator
and it therefore seems fitting to tie in our 2013 Christmas Card
fundraising efforts to the charity that best supports the education,
research and raising awareness of this terrible disease.

The ‘card’ is simply a wee poster wishing everyone in Gargunnock a very
Merry Christmas from everyone who has donated. It's pinned to the
notice board on Christmas Eve and included in the first edition of The
Bugle in 2014. If you're donating online you can also post a more
personal message to your fellow villagers on the Just Giving page.

HOW TO DONATE:

Online at
www.justgiving.com/gargunnockchristmascard2013
Please remember to tick the Gift Aid box

Cash or cheque

Stick an envelope through my letterbox at JUNIPER RIDGE, LECKIE
ROAD (directly opposite the new Community Centre path)

Remember to include a note of your name (or family’s names)
Please make cheques payable to ‘British Heart Foundation’

Thank you for your continued support and I hope you have a lovely
festive season when it comes.

Jane (e: jane-milne@hotmail.co.uk t: 01786 860661)

GARGUNNOCK SONGSTERS

CHRISTMAS APPEAL:

We are again collecting items for START-UP, Stirling

to help the homeless in the area.

This local Charity

(Scottish Charity No. SC 035477) was set up by
churches within Stirling and works with the Social
Work Department of Stirling Council to provide starter
packs for those made homeless or most recently
requiring foods from the foodbanks. Unfortunately, in
the present economic climate, a service which is well
used. We are hoping that many within the village will
be willing to donate items listed below.

Cleaning Materials
Cream Cleaner
Multipurpose Cleaner
Washing Up Liquid
Dish & J Cloths
Toilet Cleaner

Pot Scourer

Toilet & Kitchen Rolls
Duster

Tinned Goods
Baked Beans
Fish

Fruit

Meat

Pudding

Soup
Vegetables

Crockery/Cutlery
Mugs

Bowls

Dinner Plates

Side Plates

Cutlery Sets

Toietries

Shampoo & Conditioner
Toilet Soap, Shower Gel
Deodrant (M & F)
Toothpaste

Face Cloth, Tissues
Shaving Foam/Gel
Disposable Razors
Tampons

Dried/Other Goods
Tea (packet of 80)
Coffee (100g)

Sugar (5009)
UHT/Dried Milk
Diluting Juice
Pasta/Rice (5009)
Pasta Sauce/Curry Sauce
Cereal

Breakfast Bars

Pot Noodle

Stock Cubes

Jam

Biscuits

Salt & Pepper

Long Best Before Dates on Foodstuffs are essential,
late 2014 & 2015 are suggested.

Collection of the items will take place from 1st
December until 6t" January.

The Donation Box is within the Ross Anderson Room
which will be open on Sunday mornings OR contact
Audrey Birrell. Session Clerk, on 860321 or your
District Elder and they will uplift items.

/.:\START-UP

Bl STIRLING

The Gargunnock Songsters is a group of like minded individuals, from many
different walks of life, with one thing in common - we all love to sing. Under
the musical direction of Mrs Elaine Finlay we practice on Wednesday
evenings at 7.30pm in the Drop In Centre, Gargunnock. New members are
always welcome; at the moment we are particularly looking for more bass

and soprano singers. Save The Date

Our next performance will be at Carols In The Kirk on Sunday 15th Blair Drummond Christmas Fayre 29th Nov
December - more information on this can be found in this edition of The St Andrews Ceilidh 30th Nov
Bugle. Christingle 1st Dec
If you are interested in joining or booking The Gargunnock Songsters and Gargunnock School Christmas Fayre 8th Dec
would like further information please visit our website at Gargunnock Primary Nativity in Kirk 11th Dec
gargunnocksongsters.org.uk or contact Lorna Rodger on 07733227965 Carols in the Kirk 15th Dec
WEB HELP Gargunnock PrlmarY School Service 20th Dec
¢ h ) ) b desi G K Pri School d Christmas Tree Festival 21st Dec
If anyone has experience in web design, Gargunnoc Primary Sc ool cou Christmas Tree Festival 22nd Dec
use your help. We are looking to renew and update our school website to ) . S
make it more attractive and user friendly. We need a kind soul to Family Christmas Service in Kirk 22nd Dec
volunteer some time and expertise in showing us how we go about this. If Christmas Show 22nd Dec
you have any expertise in this area and are willing to help, please can you Room at the Inn 24th Dec
contact . ) Burns Supper 24th Jan
Jill Hosking on 01786 860291.
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LOCAL FITNESS CLASSES Our class have been learning about John Muir. We wrote biographies about

his life and we did an assembly with role plays acting out different parts of
Something for everyone his life.

The Life of John Muir.

Zumba Gold is a fun, dance fitness class suitable for active

older adults or anyone looking for a lower impact class: Early life/ interests
John Muir was a daredevil. He climbed up trees to see the worst storms.

Zumba is a fun, higher impact dance fitness class: o .
Emigration to America

Metafit is a short sharp workout designed to set your When John was eleven he moved to America and bought a patch of land
metabolism on fire, therefore burning more calories. and worked on a farm.
Suitable for both men and women. )
John Muir the young man
Class Times When he was a little bit older he went to university and didn‘t graduate.
Zumba Gold: Gargunnock, Tuesday 11:30am - 12:15pm Mov n n iden
. ) ] When he was an adult he moved to Canada with his brother to avoid being
Zumba: Gargunnock Tuesdays 7:30pm - 8:30pm in the army or navy. He worked in a wagon wheel factory and got pierced
Gargunnock Friday 9:15am - 10:00am in the cornea and went blind and went in a dark room for six weeks and
Blairdrummond Thursday 8:30pm - 9:30pm then his eye sight returned.
Metafit: Gargunnock Monday 6:30am - 7:00am Journey to Florida
Kippen Monday 6:45pm - 7:15pm John went on a thousand mile walk from Indiana to Florida. He stopped at
Kippen Wednesday 9:30am - 10:00am California because he caught malaria.
Kippen Friday 6:30am - 7:00am National ark

Thornhill Wednesdays 6:45pm - 7:15pm John Muir built a log cabin in Yosemite. He founded the first ever national

Please feel free to come along and give any of park. President Teddy Roosevelt came to visit.

my classes a try. Dam/death/legacy
Then near the end of his life a dam was built and he called it ‘dam, dam,
damnable dam’. He spent the rest of his life fighting to get the dam closed

Everyone will be very welcome!
eryone e very wecome down but then he caught pneumonia and died on Xmas eve 1914.

Janice: 01786 860251 / 07565 182259

Gargunnock Village Store

“Your Christmas Larder ...... on your Doorstep” 01786 860703

By Matthew Park P4/5

LOTS OF CHRISTMAS GOODIES
AND STOCKING FILLERS IN STORE

Orders now being taken for Skinners Steak Pies
for Christmas and New Year

WINE TASTING EVERY FRIDAY AND SATURDAY EVENING SAMPLING
THE SUMPTIOUS RANGE WE HAVE AVAILABLE
FOR YOU IN OUR WINE STORE

We are closed
Christmas Day

Boxing Day




GARGUNNOCK PARISH CHURCH

Remembrance Service: Rev. Andy and the Kirk Session thank the
Rev Moira MacCormick, Mrs Hoskings and six pupils of Gargunnock
Primary School and the Guides for their participation in the
Remembrance Day Service. During the service Jacques Grovenor, of
Primary 7, laid a Poppy wreath at the Village War Memorial, within
the church, on behalf of the Community.

Celebrate Christmas properly - what’s going on in the Kirk during
December!

There are special events and services during December in and around
Gargunnock Parish Church, which are open to all, and we invite you
to attend one, some or all of them!

There’s Advent Sunday morning worship every week at 10.30am
as we look forward to the big day and on Christmas Eve, Room at the
Inn, at 9.00pm in Gargunnock Inn when you can sing carols, meet
the wise-men’s wives, and thank God that Christmas has come in a
relaxed informal way, before you have to stuff that turkey.

Need sanctuary on Christmas morning? At 11.00am a family
friendly 40 minute island of songs, simple celebration and praying we
can get through the day and the coming year safely. Peace on Earth
it may not be, but it is an opportunity to focus on the reason for the
season - Jesus - God come to our world to experience the
extraordinary thing which is human life!

Sunday 1st December - 3 to 4 pm

Christingle - Come as a family and make your own Christingle,
(everything supplied) hear the real Christmas story at the very start
of Advent, with songs, activities and the inevitable mince pies! For all
children....please bring an adult with you, but you don’t need money
and you don’t need to book ! It’s free. Just come and enjoy !

On Wednesday 11t December you can see enjoy and go ‘aawww’ at
the Gargunnock Primary School Nativity celebration in the Kirk
at 2.00pm.

Sunday 15t December at 7.30pm

Carols in the Kirk - You are invited you to an evening of Carols in
the Kirk on Sunday 15t December from 7.30pm to about
8.30/8.45pm. There’'ll be candlelight, lovely old traditional Carols to
sing along with, carols and songs from Hamish Whiteford, Liz
Wilkinson, the Songsters and the Gargoyles, Christmas poems and
stories, all followed by a social with wine, soft drinks and shortbread
to send you on your way to Christmas with a warm glow! Entry is by
donation at the Kirk door and proceeds will go to The Salvation Army.

Friday 20th December at 10.45am

Don't forget the Gargunnock Primary School Christmas service
(different from the Nativity) at 10.45am in the kirk.

Saturday 215t and Sunday 22" December - NEW for 2013
Gargunnock Christmas Tree Festival

A Christmas tree festival is being held in the church on Saturday 21st
December between 10.30am and 4.00pm and Sunday 22nd
December between 11.30am and 4.00pm.

Proceeds from the event will be donated to Camphill Blairdrummond
and Robin House childrens hospice, Balloch.

Mulled wine and mince pies will be served in the Ross Anderson room

Sunday 22" December at 10.30am - Family Christmas Service
during which we will be hearing the real story of Christmas in a way
that everyone can understand.

Tuesday 24th December at 9.00pm - ‘ Room at the Inn’
Gargunnock Inn. At 11.30pm - Traditional Watchnight Service, this
year in Kincardine-in-Menteith Church.

Christmas Day at 11.00am - * O come all ye faithful! ” for a short
family service. Children can bring a favourite present with them to
the service.

Sunday 29t December - The last Sunday service of 2013 is a Joint
Service with our sister churches in Kincardine-in- Menteith Church at
10.30am.

s CENTRAL S(OTQ\\L)
» RAPE CRISIS <
SEXUAL A B‘ls,)"SE CENTRE
CENTRAL SCOTLAND RAPE CRISIS
& SEXUAL ABUSE CENTRE

Central Scotland Rape Crisis & Sexual Abuse Centre exists to
provide a free and confidential service of emotional support and
practical information on legal and medical issues fo survivors who
have experienced Rape, Sexual Assault or Child Sexual Abuse,
throughout Central Scotland. Our telephone Helpline is staffed
by trained volunteers and offers long or short-term support by
e-mail, letter, telephone or face to face counselling. We also
support friends and families.

We also deliver training, talks and presentations on all aspects of
sexual violation to professionals and other interested bodies.

Telephone Helpline number: 01786 471771

Tues/Weds 11am — 1pm, Thurs 7pm —9pm Sunday 1pm — 3pm

Email - csrcc@ic24.net
Web site - www.rapecrisiscentralscotland.co.uk

Or write to: P.O. Box 48, Stirling, FK8 1YG or P.O. Box 28,
Falkirk, FK1 1AA

~—— N _
HOMECARE SERVICES

JN

SPECIALIST CARPET, UPHOLSTERY AND FLOOR CLEANERS

PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING AND
HNIQUES

. RED WINE, SHOE LISH ETC

D E- A SOIL-PROOFING SERVICE

SPECIALIST CLEANING OF FABRIC UPHOLSTERY

LEATHER UPHOLSTERY EXPERTLY CLEANED
AND NOURISHED

AMTICO, KRANDEAN AND MARMOLEUM
STRIPPED AND REPOLISHING

VICTORIAN MINTON FLOOR TILES
RE-FURBISHED

PLEASE CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

TEL: 01736 324433

11 OCHILTREE, DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE, FK15 0DG.

www.ospreyhomecare.co.uk
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Update on Phase 1 training for The Bugle

Since my last update on my Phase 1 training, life as a Junior Soldier
just keeps on getting busier.

For example; we have been getting a lot of P.T. (Physical Training)
which I cannot complain about because I do enjoy it!!

In September we went on our first ever tactical exercise. We got
deployed to a place called Otterburn, further North but still in
England. We stayed out in the open - no tents - for 3 days and 3
nights. We learned about the 6 different section attacks and what
procedures we should perform as a section when being under attack
by the enemy.

Also, for some, it gave them a chance to experience what it feels like
being 2ic( Second in Command) just below the Section Commander.
I still need to play that role out in the field. You are given a lot of
responsibility and need courage to become 2ic. Another vital
procedure we had to carry out in the section attacks was learning to
Casevac a casualty from A to B. Casevac is short for CASualty
EVACuation. Basically, one of the girls in my section had to pretend
as if she’d been shot and was dying slowly from her wounds. The
Casevac stretcher is pretty much just a poncho that we use for
shelter for setting up our bashers.

My big news though, is getting the Gas Chamber out of the way. It
honestly was not bad as I thought it would be!! In fact I went in the
chamber twice as I found it sort of fun. The whole purpose of getting
gassed was to test that our CBRN - Chemical Biological Radiological
and Nuclear - gear was fitted satisfactory. And also to just get a
feel of what CS gas - tear gas - is like. You have to carry out the
correct drill when applying your; respirator, mask, helmet and
gloves. The whole body has to be protected properly from the
chemical agent.

Our CBRN dress state is; the suit, massive boots - which cover your
army boots and look like moon boots , they're also quite difficult to
run in as well, two sets of gloves to protect your hands from getting
contaminated. - the first pair which is made out of a soft, white
material, the second pair is leather, which always goes on last. They
have to be pretty tight to keep the gloves inside from slipping .

So back to the Gas chamber, as my section went in, one by one,
holding on behind each other on their shoulder we were told to run
around the chamber to get us used to breathing heavily in the
respirators. Then we stopped and were told to take off our respirator
masks to experience the CS gas. You then had to say your number,
rank, surname and what which job you'll be doing after phase 1
training. At my first attempt it felt horrible, your throat just feels like
it’s closed up, your nose stings like you've had a snout full of
swimming pool water, your face burns with the gas reacting to the
sweat and obviously your eyes water - it is called tear gas after

all I

It was our Section Commander who was in charge of it all, and us
girls did not know he was watching and checking who would be last
man/woman standing!! As he let me leave the gas chamber, all I
wanted to do was breath fresh air and get rid of all the spit in my
mouth. However I wasn’t as badly affected by it as some of the
other Junior Soldiers in my platoon!! Some even spewed and
couldn’t stop coughing. Once outside, you had to face the wind after
it though and open your arms out, so the chemical fades away. You
were allowed a second go and my section went again as our section
are the ‘Hard Core’ section and we are the strongest too! As we
went in, saying the same things as we did first time round, I found
this time it wasn’t as bad, I could only feel my cheeks burn and
that’s it!!

So already I am becoming immune to it, well I hope I am anyway!!!
One of the girls in my section couldn’t open her eyes for 10-15
minutes because it attacked her that badly. However CS gas affects
people in different ways. Like some felt like they were choking as if
their airways were closing. You cannot touch yourself afterwards, or
else you will be contaminated and that’s a rule. Another rule is, no
going near water or even touching water as it will burn your skin and
irritate you or if you go swimming you could contaminate the pool !!

That’s why we hang our CBRN suits outside our accommodation
windows, just to air it out and so the chemical disappears. Also, you
wouldn’t want to be breathing in that stuff if you left it lying in the
section rooms. We will be going on another big exercise and
travelling to the War Graves in Europe before Xmas.

And I shall report back then.
This is Junior Soldier McCabe signing off.

Bill and Kathleen Sinclair are lighting up 19 Millbrae again this year.

Weather permitting, the lights should be on from 16th December until
the start of 2014.

The wishing well will be out front. Please make a Christmas wish and
all coins collected will be donated to Gargunnock Playgroup.

Hope all your Christmas wishes come true!!

GARGUNNOCK CHRISTMAS SHOW - SUNDAY 22" DECEMBER 7.30pm

This will be the first Christmas event to be held in our marvellous refurbished
Community Centre, and it promises to be something rather special and quite out
of the ordinary....

Being a true community production, acts will span the generations - with
performers aged between 9 and 90 (or thereabouts). Our aim is to mix up the
generations into different groups....

So far, we aim to have:-
- a procession of pipers gathering at the Square and then marching to
the Centre at around 7.15pm
- a rock band
- a folk group
- a jazz band
- duets and duos,
- Dance and perhaps the odd solo too

All to be authoritatively and expertly held together the combined charm of senior
pupils from Gargunnock Primary School as comperes.

But there’s still room for a few more performers. If you'd like to join us, please
do get in touch. And if there’s anyone in Gargunnock that you've always wanted
to perform alongside, but never had the courage or opportunity to approach,
well perhaps now's your chance. Please contact Helen Hyland on 860253 for
more information.

This all takes place on Sunday 22" December with the main performance in the
Community Centre starting at 7.30pm sharp. Tickets for this much-sought-after
event will go on sale in the shop in early December.

KIRKLANE FELLOWSHIP

The group will meet in the Ross Anderson Room of the Church at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 7t January when Vee Bellers of ‘Trelawney’ the Square, will speak on
“A VIVID CANVAS”

Tuesday 4th February - a speaker from the Charity ‘Canine Partners’ will speak
on the training of dogs to aid wheelchair users.

Dennis Canavan was sorry he had to cancel his night with us back in September
but we are hoping he will be able to join us in April to speak on his
autobiography “Let the People Decide”.

Please note that ALL are welcome at these meetings so please come along if the
topic interests you.

BURNS SUPPER PLANS....ALREADY !

We don’t know what Rabbie would have thought of the idea but the Kirk, ....yes
the Kirk, is planning a Burns Supper in the Community Hall on 24t January to
which all are welcome. Complete with haggis, neeps and tatties there’s also
steak pie and the required speeches, recitals and local folk taking part and
displaying their talent. It’s for saints and sinners so everyone can join in the
fun, friendship and food , and we think Rabbie might have approved. You can
get your tickets from the meenister, or big Eric Abell or Anne Muirhead, Ian Lees
and the price....you’ll want to know the price.

It's £20 for the three course meal and all the entertainment.

KIPPEN NEWS - This year’s Trail Race on 29th September was a great success with
38 runners on a beautiful sunny day.

The winners were:

1st Ewan Brownlie (30.40) & Val Houston (33.10)

2nd Richard Coombes (30.50) & Harriet Patterson (37.45)

3rd Jan Thompson (36.04) & Morag Patterson (38.01)

Children

Age 5-6 1st Finlay Weir, 2ND Evie Fallen, 3rd Zara Mailer.

Age 7-8 1st Thomas Reilly, 2ND Gregor Goodwin, 3rd Alastair Banks
Age 9,10,11 1st Oliver Patterson, 2ND Ross Coombes, 3rd Harry Fallen

We want to say a big Thank You to our sponsors "Up and Running”, Rhubarb & Lime
and Cameron Skinner for the lovely prizes.

You can now find us on Facebook!

BLAIR DRUMMOND CHRISTMAS FAYRE - This year’s Christmas Fayre will be
held in the hall on Friday 29th November from 7pm till 9pm.

Once again there will be approx 20 stalls, including many regulars such as Avon,
Briarlands Farm, Purple Herb Soap, MacBooks, Castle Rednock, Ailsa Cullens
Illustrations, Judes Jewels, Phoenix Cards and Kincardine in Menteith Primary
School, as well as some new stalls including MooRoo Designs and Arbonne.

Entry is £1 for adults and 50p for children, which includes tea/coffee/juice and
mince pies/shortbread. There will also be a ,

raffle on the evening, with proceeds donated to
Camphill Blair Drummond.

For further information contact Catherine on:
01786 860246 or
Email: Catherine@grasslands.plus.com

Page 5


mailto:Catherine@grasslands.plus.com
mailto:Catherine@grasslands.plus.com

GARGUNNOCK COMMUNITY TRUST - Project Priorities Questionnaire

The Community Trust recently conducted a survey in the village in order to find
out what were considered to be the priority projects for the Trust to take on. A
number of options were suggested and these were ranked in the following order:

Cycle Path to Stirling via Cambusbarron

Village Gateway (entrance/exit) improvements

Village environment improvements including the Square
Cycle Path joining into National Cycle Network

Walkers Map (updated)

Community Woodland

Community Orchard

Village Archive

N >N E

We had over forty responses to the questionnaire and many thanks to everyone
who participated. It is important for the Community Trust that we have this
information. When applying for funding we have to be able to demonstrate that
we have community support for the projects.

The Community Trust will start work soon on planning how to implement these
projects. Some of them clearly will require major funding and resource for them
to become a reality.

The questionnaire also asked if anyone in the village was interested in helping
with these projects. A number of people gave us their names, but we can always
do with more help. If any of these projects are of interest to you and you feel
that you have something to contribute then let one of the Directors know.

We also received in the responses a number of other suggestions, and we will
consider these in the overall project planning as well.

As usual we will report on progress with these projects in the Bugle.
Edmond Mansion

CHURCH FLOWERS

Another year has nearly gone and I am indebted to all the people who have
contributed and arranged the flowers in the Church each Sunday throughout the
year - Easter, Harvest and Christmas. These flowers are then given to people in the
village and surrounding district who have been ill, are in hospital, are celebrating or
have had a bereavement. They are usually well received and bring pleasure and
comfort.

There are a few vacant Sundays and I would be very pleased if there is anyone out
there who in any way could fill the gaps. Meanwhile, many many thanks to
everyone who has helped.

Wilma Stewart, 860361

THANK YOU MESSAGES
Lawrence 70th Wedding Anniversary

Brian and Olive would like to thank friends in the village for their congratulations
and their cards and flowers which were very much appreciated. We had a
wonderful celebratory meal at the Gargunnock Inn, where we were joined by family
from the United States, the Isle of Man and locally. Thanks to Mathew and his team
for their most attentive service, and for his work “Raising the Standards”, thanks
too goes to Douglas Coupethwaite.

Baby John

John and Lisa would like to say a massive thank you for the many cards and gifts
received from so many people on the arrival of baby John Wilson. They have been
overwhelmed by the generosity of so many!

Warm thanks to all well wishers

GIRLS NIGHT oUT
PREPARATION PARTIES
BY THE STYLE ROOM, Doune-

Get ready for your girls nights out in Style,
whether it be a big event, a fundraiser or just a
night to let your hair down.

THE STYLE ROOM can make it special.
Please ask for more details or contact Stacey on 01786 842312

HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD.

I suppose it is natural at this time of year for those of
us away from home and family to think about all the
good things we miss about Christmas and New Year.

The bad news for those who like me can't believe how
early our retail robbers (Carol excepted) start stocking
their shelves in Scotland is that there seems to be no

escaping it down here in New Zealand either.

The first inklings appeared in mid October and by
now, mid November, the sound of jingling tills or
should that be Jingle Bells is almost deafening. I do
find it strange though to see displays of festive
goodies alongside special offers on sunglasses and
suncream!

Having now spent some 12 weeks in the Southern
Hemisphere I am gradually getting used to some

of the quirks of living Down under. For example a
southerly wind down here brings Antarctic chills, so
there is no point in trying to lullaby our granddaughter
with "Blow the Wind Southerly", she would be wanting
to take off her summer dress and get the woolly pully
out!

Everyone down here pays for everything by card,
usually of the debit variety.

So going into a shop that is displaying goods at $9.99
and handing over a tenner and expecting change just
doesn't happen, there is no 1 cent coin.

The weather is a perennial topic of conversation as at
home, however although the forecaster quite often
get it wrong, unlike Heather the Weather, if we see a
rain cloud approaching the chances are that within
minutes the sun will be shining again.

Trying to sneak a bottle of spirits into the good lady’s
shopping trolley when she is not looking is also a
nono. Supermarkets can sell beer and wine but not
spirits; these have to be bought from a liquor store.
A little casual research has not revealed to your
correspondent where to stock up on the Buckie.

As Christmas approaches, thoughts turn to festive
fare. No Turkey with all the trimmings here, planning
is made for the Barbie on the beach. I remember our
last Christmas over here, we had everything
prepared, arrived at our chosen idyllic spot, set
everything out and yes, you guessed correctly, just
like at home, down came the rain. This occurrence
seemed to put off all the locals but like the hardy,
doughty individuals that we were brought up to be,
some two boxes of matches later the coals were
lighted and some soggy food got slightly warm, and
we felt quite at home.

New Year’s Day here we are hoping to spend in Waipu
at the best Highland Games in the land.We saw some
results recently for The Canterbury Highland Games;
they have an event called "The Kilted Mile". Perhaps a
new event at the Gargunnock Show?

Anyway, although we have left a lot of friends and
family behind, we have the pleasure of spending the
festive period with both of our sons their wives/
partners and of course our first granddaughter.

So come rain hail or shine we will have a ball.

Remember that we are a good 11hours ahead of you,
so some of you may get a very early morning call to
wish you all the best for Christmas and a Guid New
Year!

Our Very Best Wishes to All.

David and Isobel
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Community Centre News
The Users Forum

The Users Forum on the 29t of October provided excellent feedback
on how the new Centre is performing and where our priorities should
be for any future spending. There is some work remaining on the
“still to do” list from the redevelopment project. These include
improving the accoustics in the Main Hall, extending the heating
system into the Drop In, putting up blinds/curtains and landscaping
the garden grounds. Funding for these will depend on the finalisation
of the project accounts and confirmation that we have enough
money left. It is likely that we will be applying for further grants to
finish this work and do some of the other suggestions from the
Forum.

Other works suggested included:

® A notice board;

® A porch at the main door;

®  Lighting to the path at the main door and hand rail at the

steps on the main road;
Hot water point for the kitchen;
Projector and screen for the main hall; and

Having the whole building Wi-Fi enabled so that users could
have access to the Internet at any point in the building.

The Forum also was very useful to help clarify responsibility for
cleaning (each user should clean up when they have finished), and
fridge hygiene (owners should label their own).

In general the feedback was very positive and included a wealth of
suggestions regarding how the Centre can operate more effectively.
These included online bookings, streamlined pricing and monitoring
cleanliness.

Help Required

There is the possibility that we could apply for grants to have the
centre Wi-Fi enabled and Internet linked. However, we would need
someone to help us specify and cost the equipment and installation.

In addition, grants may be available to help with the landscaping but
again we would need to have a costed design before we can
complete the application.

If anyone can help please drop me an email at
djohnston@thehaven.eu
Douglas Johnston, Community Centre management Committee

YOUTH GROUP UPDATE

Unfortunately it looks like the closure of YG in the village is now
definite. Stirling Council are unable to support our group running
on a Friday and can offer bi-weekly Mondays with some parental
involvement. The response has not been brilliant for a Monday
which I half expected so it's not a viable option. For us to run on
a Friday, we would have to be independent with a willing
committee running the group. (I'm sorry but I don't have the
time and energy to run it on my own again as I did before the
cooncil put in Youth Workers). Again, unfortunately there has
been very little response, not enough to make it a go-er. So it's
with a sad little wave bye-bye and some lovely memories, that
the door is now officially closing on YG.

If there should be a change of heart or a willing group of people
who wish to take up the YG mantle, I will happily help set it back
up again (but preferably not be the main YG person).

Thank you to everyone who has supported YG in the years I've
been running it and thank you to all the young people in the
village who have come along for a bit of fun on a Friday. You're
the ones I'll miss so please don't ignore me if I see you in the
street or you see me huffing and puffing in my running gear...!!!
Shout loud...!

All the best to you, especially all you lovely young people.
Jane

GARGUNNOCK PLAYGROUP & TODDLERS

Are you new to the village or are expecting a baby? If so, then
Gargunnock Playgroup and Toddlers provides a warm welcome
for all ages..... Gargunnock Playgroup runs every Monday and
Thursday from 9-11.30am in the Community Centre. We are an
independent Playgroup, taking children from 22 yrs to pre-
school and are registered with the Care Inspectorate. Our staff
are fully qualified, trained in First Aid and participate in the PVG
scheme. The cost is only £6.00 per session. Ad hoc rates and
discounts for more than one child are available, please contact
playgroup@gargunnock.com for more details.

Gargunnock Toddlers provides lots of toys, snack time and a
warm welcome for pre-birth mums, babies, toddlers and their
older siblings every Wednesday from 10-11.30am in the
Community Centre. Why not come along and see for yourself!

NEWS

Thanks to everyone who attended our Pub Quiz last month, and
to the Gargunnock Inn for being such fantastic hosts. Our Pub
Quiz nights are proving to be a regular fixture so watch this
space for upcoming dates. Our St Andrews Night Ceilidh on
Saturday 30th November is shaping up to be a great night out
with our very own local ceilidh band providing the music, plus an
acoustic set from the always-fabulous Stevie Buchanan & co. As
this is the first ceilidh to be held in the refurbished Gargunnock
Community Centre, we hope you will come along and support
this special event in your local community. If you haven't
already got your ticket, they are on sale in the Gargunnock
village shop. Tickets are £8, it's BYOB and there'll be a grand
raffle - so come along and see what you could win!

We'd also like to thank the Big
Lottery Fund for a very generous
donation which will support this
year's theme of "Around the World
in 80 Days". As part of this, an
Open Day is planned for next year
so that we can share Playgroup
and Toddlers activities from
2013/14 with the wider
community, further details TBA.

LOTTERY FUNDED

For more information email playgroup@gargunnock.com, visit

www.gargunnock.com/playgroup/ or join us on Facebook.

NEWS FROM GARGUNNOCK AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

Another busy term has gone whizzing by: highlights in the last few
weeks have been a walk in the park in the dark with glow sticks,
making Halloween themed pizzas and biscuits, a visit from Balfron
artist Dawn Cullen and getting (very!) messy with clay.

Our Christmas party is planned for the 13th December and the
After School Club closes for the holidays on the 18th December.

If you would like to book after school childcare and haven't used
GASC before please just drop an email to Dawn on
gargunnockafterschoolclub@gmail.com

A final plea:

The children love playing in the big grassy field next to the Drop-in
Centre but we've noticed more dog poo recently, especially with
the grass being quite long at this time of year. Please could we ask
you to clear up if your dog fouls in this area. Thank you!!

Word of the month: BRUMAL HIEMAL (adjs) of or pertaining
to winter.

eg conversation overheard in the shop "It's getting colder now -
the brumal weather is setting in."

"Aye, we've had no a bad Summer so maybe we can put up with
the hiemal temperatures over the next two or three months."
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easyfundraising

org.uk

, 7% Raise free funds by shopping online
*+ with easyfundraising.org.uk - just visit: ¢

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/gargunnockprimaryschool/

and follow the simple steps to sign up. : e

Every time you shop, you'll earn a donation for us
and it won't cost you a penny!

OVER 2,700 RETAILERS TO SHOP WITH, INCLUDING

LOVEFILM=

Viking johalews QSOS amazon
o {
LAKELAND ¢

Do you buy online for your business or workplace?
Are you already thinking about holiday plans for 20147

train tickets o flights @ hotels @ computers ¢ stationery

PLEASE help us raise £5000 for laptops
We need help from everyone in the village.
Unfortunately we do not qualify for lottery grants for IT equipment.
Many Thanks and Merry Christmas

Dog walking services available at reasonable costs.

00, For details please email
.. ‘A !
_.6. happyfeet2@btinternet.com
.‘. or call Fiona on 07719997822

Next edition of the Bugle will be beginning of February. If you have any articles or Ads please
email bugle@gargunnock.com or contact Jackie, Maitland or Douglas

This year Gargunnock Primary School is raising
money for new laptops which the school cannot
afford from the IT budget they have been
given. We would love to raise £5000 for 10
laptops and need your help.

One of the easiest ways to raise money is by
using Easyfundraising. If you shop on-line
PLEASE go to Easyfundraising.org.uk, this
website then directs you to your on-line retailer
and THEY give THE SCHOOL a percentage of
your sale - the money does not come from you.
Pass on these details to friends and family who
shop on-line, we need everyone's help. Shop on-
line this Christmas and help Gargunnock Primary
raise money for laptops. Each and every child at
the school will benefit from this.

Also, visit our Christmas Fayre on Sunday 8th
December between 2:30pm - Bpm in the
Community Centre. We have around 20 stalls, a
visit from Santa and Rudolf at 3:30pm. Enjoy
some tea, coffee and cake or why not have a
glass or two of our Mulled Wine. There will also
be a craft room for children to make cards or
decorate cookies.

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE

FRESH CUT & DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

PRICES

. 4FT TREE £25
SFT TREE £30
GFT TREE £35

CONTACT
STEVIE BUCHANAN
07825 768771
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