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ANNE RECEIVES THE WILLIAM “CITIZEN” JAFFREY* AWARD

A while back Stirling Council asked for names of outstanding 
members of local communities to be submitted for consideration for 
an award in recognition of their contributions to their local 
community.  Here in Gargunnock that prompted a small group to 
band together and submit Anne Muirhead’s name.

Now, I’ve said it before in print and I’ll say it again that if you peel 
back the top layer of this community you find an awful lot of 
interesting and able people hiding their lights under the proverbial 
bushel.  Many of them already do serve our community well and I 
daresay you could name at least 4 or 5 to whom we owe a great 
deal.  But I think Anne’s recognition in being presented with the 
William “Citizen” Jaffrey Award in Stirling Castle recently, as part of 
the Provost’s Awards 2012, was as much due to the sheer length 
and breadth of her many activities as to anything else.  

In terms of length she has been going for 50 years or more and in 
terms of breadth the submission for the award lists more than 30 
examples of her achievements, positions held, functions organised 
or just examples of ad hoc help given over the years.  No doubt 
there are more left unrecorded as she isn’t really an up-front, in-
your-face sort of person.  More often than not she’ll be found 
beavering away in the background, lifting and shifting, cooking and 
washing, to ensure the success of any venture she’s involved with.

She’s a long-time member of the SWRI, serving as local President 
and currently Federation Chairman.  As one gifted in the arts of 
knitting, sewing, embroidery, baking and flower arranging she is a 
regular winner in nationwide SWRI competitions as well as more 
local ones including those at Gargunnock Show and the Doune & 
Dunblane Show.

Our local football team have enjoyed her as their treasurer, the 
Sunday school as a teacher and the Boys Brigade as a leader.  As a 
church Elder she takes her duties seriously and that even includes 
clearing snow from the footpaths up at the church early on a 
Sunday morning when necessary!  I can speak from personal 
experience of her excellent performance as Duty Elder at my 
daughter’s wedding a few years back.  She’s also a Red Cross First 
Aider and for a while was a Friend of Gargunnock House, helping to 
keep the grounds in good order.

An example of her ability to see opportunities for fund-raising is 
that when she and her husband Hamish were approaching their 
silver wedding anniversary she let it be known that no presents 
were to be accepted by them.  Instead, so that no one missed out 
on a party, she organised a Ceilidh in the Albert Hall in Stirling for 
friends and family.  Admission was by ticket and the proceeds went 
to local charities.  That was the start of something much bigger as 
over the following 14 years her annual Ceilidhs raised thousands of 
pounds for such as the MS Society, Yorkhill Children's Hospital, 
Bannockburn Hospital, Parkinson’s Society, Epilepsy Stirling, RNIB, 
British Heart Foundation, Riding for the Disabled and The 
Alzheimer's Society.

Coffee mornings, silent auctions, raffles, dances, quizzes etc. have 
all benefited from her organizational skills and she once walked the 
length of the West Highland Way for a good cause.  With others she 
was involved in a weekly soup and sandwich lunch in the Centre 

from which arose the current “Bite and Blether” thus raising around 
£3000 towards the renovations.

Beyond the village, during her 26 years at Corntonvale Prison 
(working that is!) she organized and produced costumes for the 
inmates’ annual panto as well as appearing as the Panto Dame!  
Back home, during power cuts last winter, her Calor gas cooker 
became the source of much needed hot teas, coffees and soup for 
her neighbours.

In the last 12 months alone she has raised more than £4,500 
through various events. 

So is there no end to all this activity?  Is she intending to wind 
down in the near future and take things easier?  Well no, not really.  
She has recently been involved with others in raising funds for a 
defibrillator for the football team and has plans to see one installed 
in the refurbished Community Centre too.

So it seems likely we haven’t heard the last of Anne ….and I for one 
think that’s not a bad thing.

John McLaren

*William “Citizen” 
Jaffrey (1749-1828) 
attained local fame 
through assisting a 
female slave on the 
way back to the West 
Indies to abscond and 
claim her freedom. His 
national fame was won 
through vaccinating 
some 16,000 children 
and saving Stirling 
from the small pox 
epidemics which raged 
elsewhere.

Photo – Hamish and Anne ready for the presentation in Stirling 
Castle

MAC BOOKS - CHRISTMAS SALE
THURSDAY 6th DECEMBER

in the GARGUNNOCK INN - 5.30pm to 8.30pm

COFFEE MORNING - 10 STARK STREET
SATURDAY 8th DECEMBER - 10.30am to 1.30pm

in aid of the Senior Citizens Christmas Club

mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
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Save The Date 
6 Dec MacBooks sale in Gargunnock Inn
7 Dec Pub Quiz
8 Dec Coffee Morning in Stark Street
12 Dec School Nativity
13 Dec Ladies Night at Gargunnock Inn
16 Dec Carols in the Kirk
19 Dec Community Carol Singing
22 Dec Gargoyles at Stirling Farmers Market
14 Jan FAB Art Balfron visit GASC for the first 
 in a series of fun art workshops
15 Jan P1 Enrolment at Gargunnock Primary
16 Jan P1 Enrolment at Gargunnock Primary

THE GARGOYLES ARE STILL SINGING FOR CAMPHILL!

We started our Christmas programme by singing at the Camphill Advent Fayre 
on the 1st December. Next we’ll be singing for Stirling Rotary Club at Park 
Lodge Hotel on 6th December. After that we will perform at Edinburgh’s very 
busy Christmas Farmers’ Market on Castle Terrace from 11am to 1pm on 
Saturday December 8th, then it’ll be the Community Carol Singing in 
Gargunnock, with Songsters plus anyone who wants to join in the fun the 
evening of Wednesday 19th December and finally at Stirling Christmas Farmers’ 
Market from 11am to 1pm on Saturday 22nd December. Then we will have a 
good long break! We’re hoping to raise a good amount to donate to Camphill 

from all our Christmas singing 
events, so if you see us please give 
generously to a very good, local 
cause.

Here’s Bruce and Helen R. in 
Elizabethan outfits, at Linlithgow 
Folk Festival in September, either 
singing a sad song or a song about 
cheese!

COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE

Work Progressing Towards Completion

Phase One: The Extension and School House:  The new entrance and Garden 
Room are now almost complete. Not only do we have patio doors and windows 
looking on to the garden, we now have the opening between the main hall and the 
extension. This part of the work is 85% complete with only minor works and 
decoration now required.

Work to the kitchen is 85% complete, with the new kitchen units fitted. Again, 
apart from minor works, the only things needed are the splash-backs and 
decoration. We will also be purchasing a new cooker (if anyone in the village would 
like to sponsor it, please get in touch)

It is the same for the toilets, including the new toilets upstairs. We had a minor 
problem with the drainage being blocked but this has now been resolved. It is 
likely that the drains from the upstairs bathroom had been blocked for about 30 
years.

Phase Two: Main Hall and Blue Room:  Amazing changes! The main hall has 
now been completely stripped back to the stone and the walls have now been 
insulated. The dividing wall between the main hall and the Blue Room has now 
been completely demolished, (what a space this opens up) and the steelwork to 
support the roof is due to be in place next week.

At the time of writing, we have been successful in at least one of our applications 
for further funding but there is an embargo on publicity at the moment. Watch the 
twitter feed on the Gargunnock web-site for more information when it can be 
released.

Photos of progress are being posted on the notice board and on the Gargunnock 
website.

New Office Space at the Centre:  As part of the improvements there will be two 
high quality office spaces created and these will be available for let to local 
businesses at very competitive rates. As yet we have not decided on the level of 
equipment etc. that we will provide, but if anyone wants a sneak preview of what 
will be available, please contact me on djohnston@thehaven.eu 

Christmas Concert:  The Christmas concert has been cancelled. However, we will 
be working on an opening extravaganza for some time in February. Watch the 
notice board and The Bugle for more details.  

Follow the progress of the work on Gargunnock.com 

Douglas Johnston. 
Chair, Community Centre Management Committee.

Some of you will know that there were problems with 
the drains from the Drop-In Centre about 10 days 
ago.

It wasn't easy to find out what the reason was and 
our cartoon gives a hint as to the investigations.  
Many people were heard using the standard defences 
in such cases – It wisnae me and .. It was like 
that when I got here.

We're happy to say that we're going with the flow 
again and, no, we aren't  pointing the finger at any of 
our users (no, really !)  We do ask that you “ think 
before flushing “

“Camphill Blair Drummond would like to say a big 
thank you to the Gargoyles for their concert on the 
21st September, and to everyone who came along 
to support the event. The concert raised a 
fantastic £460 for our vital appeal to build new 
houses and workshops, and help secure the future 
of our community for adults with complex learning 
disabilities. The Gargoyles are also going to collect 
for us at their carol singing throughout December.  
We are very grateful for their support”

Next edition of the Bugle will be in early February.  If you have any articles or Ads 
please contact Jackie, Maitland or Douglas or email bugle@gargunnock.com

Blair Drummond has a small newsletter called The Grapevine which is printed 3 or 4 
times a year.  If you have any articles for The Grapevine please contact 
Catherine@grasslands.plus.com by 31st January 2013

mailto:djohnston@thehaven.eu
mailto:djohnston@thehaven.eu
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:bugle@gargunnock.com
mailto:Catherine@grasslands.plus.com
mailto:Catherine@grasslands.plus.com


Page 3

GARGUNNOCK, CRICKET & POLITICS

What’s the connection between Gargunnock, Cricket & Politics?  “Easy,” I hear you say, "We 
have a cricket club and quite a few politicians here.  Just drop into the bar in the Inn any 
evening and you'll meet both!”  But no, the answer is a bit more interesting than that.

Through my website www.gargunnockvillagehistory.co.uk Eric Catteral contacted me 
from Australia to tell me about his ancestors.  It seems that he had a 5th great grandfather, 
John Kell, from Northumberland who moved to Gargunnock where he was an Overseer in 
Leckie in 1826 although he later ran a grocery shop in the village.  His first wife died in 1826 
so he remarried, at the age of 69, to a Mary Murdoch, 25 years his junior! (as you do!)

His two youngest sons Edward and Richard married local girls and it is from Edward that the 
famous Australian cricketer Don Bradman’s wife, Jessie Menzies, is descended (a great 
grand-daughter).  From another son, Joseph, comes the connection with the 25th Australian 
Prime Minister John Howard who held the post from 1996 to 2007.

So now you know.        John McLaren

GARGUNNOCK FLOWER SHOW

At the AGM held on the 26th November, a motion was proposed and passed that from 2013 
the format for the Village Garden Competition would be as follows:

Any resident wishing to have their garden judged will submit this in writing, stating 
the category that they wish their garden to be entered into. This is open to all residents 
within the Parish of Gargunnock.

More details will be issued at a later date regarding the new format.
Janet, Show Secretary

WHAT IS THE LATEST ON THE DEFIBRILLATOR?

The British Heart Foundation will “match fund” applications for Community based 
Defibrillators subject to certain criteria being met. Our application is now with them and 
we're told they will reach a decision soon. In the meantime they have said that they will 
provide training in the use of the machine, free of charge. Some practical details such as 
location and storage and a list of people willing to be trained are still to be finalised.

GARGUNNOCK CHURCH 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday 16th December at 10.30am
Sunday worship on the third Sunday in 
Advent

Sunday 16th December at 7.30pm 
“Carols in the Kirk”  with the Gargunnock 
Songsters and Friends.  See separate article 
for details.

Wednesday 19th December at 11.00am  
It’s Gargunnock Primary School Christmas 
service bringing the term to an end.

Sunday 23rd December at 10.30am   
Sunday worship will involve some of our 
young people telling the real story of 
Christmas in a way that everyone can 
understand.

Monday 24th December at 11.30pm  -   
The Traditional Watchnight Service, this 
year in Gargunnock Church.    

Christmas Day   at 11.30am 
“ O come all ye faithful! ”  …for a short 
family service, when we acknowledge just 
how close God really is.  Children can bring 
a favourite present with them to the 
service. 

Sunday 30th December
The last Sunday service of 2012 is a Joint 
Service with our sister churches in 
Kincardine-in-Menteith Church at 10.30am
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• Baby Supplies

• Confectionery 

• Crisps & Snacks

• DVD Hire

• Greetings Cards

• Household products

• Logs & Kindling

• Magazines

• Medicines

• Newspapers

• Soft Drinks

• Stationery

• Toys

• Local butcher meat from John Brown Butchers

• Sausage Rolls, Scotch Pies & Bridies from the local butcher

• T&R Skinner famous Steak Pies

• Croissants, Donuts, Scones, Bread & Cakes delivered every 
Saturday morning

Gargunnock Village Store
Your Local Convenience Store and More .................

FREE TO USE
CASH MACHINE

www.GargunnockVillageStore.com   01786 860 703           Open 7 Days

• Biscuits, Cakes & Tiffin

• Bread & Rolls delivered daily

• Deli & Speciality food range

• Fresh Sandwiches made locally

• Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

• Frozen & Chilled Food

• Health & Beauty Products

• Ice Cream Lollies & Tubs

• Milk & Cream delivered daily

• Stamps & Postcards

• Pet Supplies

• Tobacco

CHRISTMAS
STUFF IN
STORE !!!

Visit our dedicated 
Wine & Beer area!

this shop operates a 
Challenge 25 policy

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
FRESH CUT & DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

PRICES 

4FT TREE £25

  5FT TREE £30

  6FT TREE £35

7FT TREE £40

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS

As you know, Stirling Council agreed to transfer the Community Centre at 
nil value to The Gargunnock Community Trust on 30th June this year. The 
actual transaction has still not taken place but there is some progress.  We 
now have agreed the boundary on the ground to be transferred.

This is a major step forward and we hope to complete the final transfer 
before the new year. 

In the meantime we have been working with the architect to prepare the 
final design and the detailed tender documents. It is our intention to start 
work on the extension within days of the Community Trust becoming 
owners of the building.

While we have raised a significant amount of money we are still applying 
for further grants and continuing with fund-raising. You can help by 
participating in our Buy a Brick campaign at

http://www.justgiving.com/gargunnock_bricks 

where you can donate to the building fund. Would it not be great if, in 
future years, people could see the names of all the families in the village 
on the bricks they had purchased.

The Bite & Blether is going from strength to strength, not only have the 
volunteers created an excellent lunch venue in the village, they have also 
raised a further £320 which will go towards the building fund, great work 
by all those involved. For more information go the Gargunnock Website at:

http://www.gargunnock.com/Community/C_Organisations/
Bite_Blether/bite_blether.html 

Further to our ad in the last Bugle we now have a new caretaker, Douglas 
Barr of Main Street. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Douglas to his new role.

Douglas Johnston

 CONTACT 
 STEVIE BUCHANAN

 07825 768771

Your Christmas Larder On Your Doorstep ....

01786 860 703
www.GargunnockVillageStore.com

Open 7 Days

Lots of Christmas 
Goodies In Store.
Orders now being taken for:
Skinners Steak Pies for Christmas 
and New Year

Locally made delicious Christmas 
Cakes.

We are closed:
• Christmas Day
• Boxing Day
• New Year’s Day 
• 2nd January

http://www.gargunnockvillagehistory.co.uk/
http://www.gargunnockvillagehistory.co.uk/
http://www.GargunnockVillageStore.com
http://www.GargunnockVillageStore.com
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ANDY MAYHEW MEMORIAL

Gargunnock retained the Andy Mayhew Memorial Cup with a hard-
fought 4-3 victory over a surprisingly youngish Cowie team.  Well done 
to everyone who turned out in the cold weather, especially the 
Gargunnock back four, who at their age must have been feeling the 
cold.

Old head, Cally Kirkpatrick lost his bearings as he fired into his own net 
from 6 yards something that his former defensive partner, "TURBO 
BROWN" was more inclined for in the past.

If Hector had not put his boots on the wrong feet, Gargunnock should 
have been out of sight as a barrow load of chances came and went in 
the first half hour.  Eventually 2 goals in 5 minutes put Gargunnock up 
as the "SHERIFF and HOT SHOT HECTOR" gave the home side a 
slender lead at half-time. 

In the second half, Cowie took the lead through 2 goals from "A. 
TRIALIST" (no names mentioned for legal reasons), Gargunnock upped 
the tempo as they went in search of an equaliser, which arrived from 
EL CAPITANO ANDERSON.

The winner eventually came when the GAFFER made an inspired sub 
when bringing MABOOZZA RITCHIE into the action as he fired home 
the winner with 5 minutes remaining to give the Gunnie a hat-trick of 
successes in the Cup’s 3 year history.

Many thanks to the person who “Tweeted” this update, it saved our 
football correspondent some time.  A raffle held raised £146.90 for 
Strathcarron Hospice

Many of you may know that I grew up in 
Gargunnock and now I am currently in my 
third year studying International Relations 
and Politics at the University of Aberdeen. 

Next summer, I am hoping to be part of a 
hands-on development project called Big 
Build: Morocco.  Childreach International, the charity behind the project, 
aim to brighten the future for children living in some of the world’s 
poorest counties; including among others, Tanzania, Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Nepal.  With the motto, ‘unlock a child’s potential’, the 
charity works closely with these communities to find sustainable 
solutions to alleviating their poverty, strengthening their access to 
education, health care, shelter, food and water supplies;  while also 
promoting children’s rights and protection.

The Big Build: Morocco project is an amazing opportunity for me to play 
my part.  As part of a team of around 20 other students from my 
university, we will construct an education centre for an under-developed 
community in the Atlas Mountains of Morocco.  To be part of this 
fantastic cause, I must reach a fundraising target.  The money I raise 
will go directly towards the purchase of all building and decorating 
materials for the school, and to the wider work of the charity, which will 
allow them to continue their invaluable work, in improving the living 
situations of children in the developing world. I would love to make a 
positive, lasting impact on the lives of these children; everyone 
deserves the right to an education. I’m planning various fundraising 
events, with potentially something next year in the village. 

If you’d like to make a small donation I would be very, very grateful 
indeed! I have an online sponsor page at mydonate.bt.com/
fundraisers/beckyhaybigbuild where you can do so.

For more information on the charity and project I’m going to be taking 
part in: http://www.childreach.org.uk/images/
BigBuildMoroccoInformationPack2012-2013.pdf

..Or if you have any questions regarding 
the project you can email me: 
rebecca.hay.10@aberdeen.ac.uk

Thanks very much for taking the time to 
read this.  I really appreciate your support.  

Best wishes, Becky Hay.

OUR SUPER AFTER-SCHOOL CLUB  

It’s a well-known fact that children are good 
at playing. We can play very well with real 
toys, empty boxes, spoons and empty pans 
and with anything electronic!

Every week for two or three afternoons from 3.15pm up 
until our mum or dad collects us; we go to Gargunnock 
After School Club or GASC for short. There we get the 
opportunity to play for hours and we love it!

There are some really good toys there for us to play with. 
We have even made our own toys there to play with. My 
favourite thing so far has been making my hobby horse. We 
even made the hobby horses stables to stay in and had 
some horse jumping events outside! We like it when Dawn, 
Mrs M, Peter and Daniel make us dens to play in out of old 
sheets or curtains. The people who help us there are really 
great fun and nice. Fraser thinks they take good care of us 
and I agree.

We like it when we play board games in a group, listen to 
music on the computer, play the Wii, have a movie night 
with popcorn and I just love the Arts & Crafts. I’ve learned 
a bit about knitting. A lady came to help us make puppets 
and another lady came and did sewing with us.

We get to buy a snack with our own money at GASC. It is 
usually always a healthy snack and there is always fruit to 
choose from.

Fraser really loves the outdoor play. It’s been brilliant 
having Peter and Daniel looking after us at GASC. They are 
really big kids themselves so they like playing football or 
other games outdoors or climbing trees at the woods!!

For our Christmas Treat we are all going to AMF Bowling in 
Stirling on the 14th December.   We are really excited about 
that, I think you could say it will be one of the highlights!

You know, if you’re a school age kid, you should give GASC 
a try out… you might love it as much as we do!!

By Sarah and Fraser Park

GARGUNNOCK PLAYGROUP & TODDLERS 

Would like to thank everyone to date for their support in all 
our fundraising events this year.

The next Big Pub Quiz is on 
Friday 7th December, 8pm 

(£2.50 per person/Teams of 4) 
Get your teams together and see you there

PLAYGROUP PAY AS YOU GO SESSIONS

Need to get some extra time or Christmas shopping?

Book an additional session at Playgroup

£6.50 per session

email: playgroup@gargunnock.com

CHURCH FLOWER ROTA:  The 2013 Church Flower Rota is 
being made up at the moment.  There are a few Sundays 
available  - if anyone is interested in adding their 
name could they contact Wilma Stewart on 860361. Can I 
also at this time thank everyone who has supported the 
flower chart over the past years.

Jackie Stevenson

http://www.childreach.org.uk/images/BigBuildMoroccoInformationPack2012-2013.pdf
http://www.childreach.org.uk/images/BigBuildMoroccoInformationPack2012-2013.pdf
http://www.childreach.org.uk/images/BigBuildMoroccoInformationPack2012-2013.pdf
http://www.childreach.org.uk/images/BigBuildMoroccoInformationPack2012-2013.pdf
mailto:rebecca.hay.10@aberdeen.ac.uk
mailto:rebecca.hay.10@aberdeen.ac.uk
mailto:playgroup@gargunnock.com
mailto:playgroup@gargunnock.com
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CENTRAL SCOTLAND RAPE CRISIS  

& SEXUAL ABUSE CENTRE 

Central Scotland Rape Crisis & Sexual Abuse Centre exists to 
provide a free and confidential service of emotional support and 

practical information on legal and medical issues to survivors who 
have experienced Rape, Sexual Assault or Child Sexual Abuse, 

throughout Central Scotland. Our telephone Helpline is staffed 
by trained volunteers and offers long or short-term support by  

e-mail, letter, telephone or face to face counselling. We also 

support friends and families. 

We also deliver training, talks and presentations on all aspects of 

sexual violation to professionals and other interested bodies. 

Telephone Helpline number: 01786 471771 

Tues/Weds 11am – 1pm,  Thurs 7pm – 9pm  Sunday 1pm – 3pm 

Email – csrcc@ic24.net 
Web site – www.rapecrisiscentralscotland.co.uk 
 

Or write to: P.O. Box 48, Stirling, FK8 1YG or  P.O. Box 28, 
Falkirk, FK1 1AA 

 

GARGUNNOCK PARISH CHURCH

Remembrance Service:  Rev. Andy and the Kirk Session thank 
the Gargunnock Carpet Bowling Club and the Guides and Brownies 
for their participation in the Remembrance Day Service.  During 
the service Bob Burman, the President of the Club, laid a Poppy 
wreath at the Village War Memorial, within the church, on behalf of 
all residents.

Christmas Appeal:  We are again collecting items for START-UP, 
Stirling to help the homeless in the area.  This local Charity 
(Scottish Charity No. SC 035477) was set up by churches within 
Stirling and works with the Social Work Department of Stirling 
Council to provide starter packs for those made homeless.  This 
year they have also set up a Foodbank.  We are hoping that many 
within the village will be willing to donate items listed below.

Cleaning Materials  Tinned Goods   Toiletries

Cream Cleaner    Baked Beans   Shampoo
Multipurpose Cleaner  Fish      Conditioner
Washing-up Liquid   Fruit     Toilet Soap
Dish & J Cloths    Meat     Deodorant
Toilet Cleaner    Pudding     Toothpaste
Pot Scourer     Soup     Face Cloth
Toilet Rolls     Spaghetti    Tissues
Kitchen Rolls    Vegetables    Shaving Foam
Duster            Disposable Razors
             Tampons

Dried/Other Goods  Crockery & Cutlery

Tea (pkt of 80)    Mugs
Coffee (100g)    Bowls
Sugar (500g0    Dinner Plates
Pasta (500g)    Side Plates
Salt & Pepper    Cutlery Sets
Jam
Pasta Sauce

Long Use-by dates on Foodstuffs are essential, late 2013 & 2014 
are suggested.  

Collection of the items will take place from 2nd December until 6th 
January.  The Donation Box is within the Ross Anderson Room 
which will be open on Sunday mornings OR contact Audrey Birrell. 
Session Clerk, on 860321 or your District Elder and they will uplift 
items.

KIRKLANE FELLOWSHIP:  The group will meet in the Ross 
Anderson Room of the Church at 7.30pm on;  

Tuesday 8th January when Ian Fraser will speak on a ”Life  full of 
Surprises”.   Ian is soon to celebrate his 95th birthday. 

Tuesday 5th February when Dennis Canavan will speak on his 
autobiography  “Let the People Decide”.  Dennis has had a very 
interesting life in education and politics.

Please note that ALL are welcome at these meetings so please 
come along if the topic interests you.                               

GARGUNNOCK CHURCH CHRISTMAS SERVICES

There are special services over the Christmas period in and around 
Gargunnock Parish Church, which are open to all, and we invite 
you to attend one, some or all of them!

See page 3 for details

Audrey Birrell, Session Clerk.

Word of the month: SOPHIC adj : meaning wise. eg. overheard 
in the shop " See the Christmas story, well the best bit for me is 
the bit about the three sophic men who came bearing gifts for the 
baby Jesus."
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CHRISTMAS WONDERINGS !

Do you ever find yourself wondering what happened to all 
those famous figures of the Christmas story after the big 
event in Bethlehem ?   Was the Innkeeper forever telling 
guests as they signed in…“Yes in that very stable, across the 
yard, the King of kings was born, and Yes, your donkey can 
spend the night there too…and No, we don’t expect you’ll  be 
bothered by travellers bringing gold or anything else…except 

breakfast at sun-up.” ….or had the whole event and its significance just 
passed him by as he went about his day job.

Did pretty rough shepherds constantly look upwards into the clear night sky 
to see if any more angels were coming their way, and strain to hear singing, 
‘cos  having seen and heard them once they knew that somewhere, 
somehow, they were still there and no night would ever be lonely again.

And what about those foreign gents with their gifts?   What did they say to 
their families  when they got home and tell to their grandchildren many years 
later about the big adventure.  Did they try to catch news of the young King 
of kings as wandering Jews passed by, and did they listen for stories of 
healings and miracles and eventually of the Nazarene’s death, and 
subsequent rumours of his rising to life again!

Christmas makes an impact on us all for at least a month, and for some it 
can change the whole year, if you let it.  ‘Peace on earth Good will to all’, 
doesn’t have to be shredded with the cards. It can become everyday prayer 
and practice, for as they say “God is for life, not just for Christmas !”

Have a great Christmas !
Rev Andy

P.S.  This year if you are wandering (or wondering) down to the Kirk on 
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm, come in and sing a carol or three and see and 
hear more signs of Christmas.….or join us while cook gets the turkey basted, 
at around 11.30am on Christmas Day …and bring the children …and granny… 
for a short family Christmas celebration (40 minutes!)

There are other things on too…like the Carol in the Kirk with the Gargunnock 
Songsters on Sunday 16th at 7.30pm and the children’s nativity service on 
Sunday 23rd at 11.30am

GARGUNNOCK SENIOR CITIZENS’ 
CHRISTMAS GIFT FUND

We are currently delivering gift vouchers to our 
Senior Citizens. In fact, they should have arrived by 
now. If you, or anyone you know of, who is 
eligible, have been missed out please don't hesitate 
to let us know. We update our list each year but 
people are looking younger and it can be difficult to 
know who is eligible - short of causing offence by 
asking!! The vouchers are given to women over 60 
and men over 65. You may, of course, not wish to 
receive a voucher, in which case you may care to join 
our "No thank you" list. Please just let us know. You 
can contact anyone on the committee - Anne 
Muirhead - 860657, Grace Smellie - 860717,Jill Bell - 
860472,  Jill Patrick - 860269

STRICTLY COME DANCING QUIZ

How good is your knowledge of dances? Our latest 
quiz sheets are now available from the shop at £1 
each. A prize of £20 will be awarded to the first 
correct entry drawn after the closing date of 14th 
December.  Thank you for your support. Good luck 
and have fun!

Why not see in the New Year at the Square.
Come along about 10 minutes to midnight (GMT)

or thereabouts (Gargunnock Micro Time)
celebrate the arrival of the New Year

Enjoy some entertainment for half hour or so 
before going off to do your first-footing.

The Church bell will toll at midnight
(or German computer time)
and there will be Fireworks

(sometime around then)

There is no formal programme, it all depends on 
the weather and who turns up on the night.

But something will happen.

Oh! And Bring Your First-Footing Bottle!!

NEW YEAR AT THE SQUARE !

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS

Having organised a meeting to discuss changes to the Waste/Recycling 
Service the Community Council were horrified when the Officers, who were 
due to attend from Stirling Council, failed to appear. We apologise to those 
of you who took the trouble to come along and published below is the 
explanation we received.  We will report on the responses to the questions 
and concerns that residents raised at the meeting in due course.  

Douglas
Dear Mr Coupethwaite and Mr Peart,

I am writing to apologise for the non-attendance of Waste Services' 
representative at the November Gargunnock Community Council meeting.  
Please accept our sincere apologies for this - it was due to a change in 
Officer roles at this time and, as a result, unfortunately there was a 
miscommunication with regards to which Officer would be attending.

I believe you have spoken with Jim McBrier already regarding this and he 
had arranged with yourselves for a list of questions to be sent in for us to 
answer or for a special meeting to be set up at which we could answer any 
questions which were set.

Please let me know if you would like to set up a meeting in order for us to 
answer these questions.  Alternatively, Jim McBrier and the new Area 
Officer for Gargunnock have stated that they would be more than happy to 
attend the next Community Council meeting.

Once again, please accept our apologies for the error on this occasion.

Kind Regards, Roz Smith

Gargunnock Primary School
Would like to invite the Senior Citizens of  Gargunnock 

to join us and see our P1-P4 Christmas Nativity
on Wednesday 12th December,  Tea & Coffee at 9:15am

PRIMARY 1 ENROLMENT

 will take place at Gargunnock Primary School on

Tuesday 15th & Wednesday 16th January 2013
9.00am – 12.00pm and 1.30pm – 3.00pm

As part of the enrolment procedure Stirling Council 
checks the residency details of all pupils seeking 

admissions to its schools. 

To avoid delay in enrolment parents should bring all of 
the following documentation with them:

Child’s Birth Certificate
Child Benefit Letter / Book

Child Tax / Working Families Tax Credit Letter
Recent Council Tax Bill
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• Baby Supplies

• Confectionery 

• Crisps & Snacks

• DVD Hire

• Greetings Cards

• Household products

• Logs & Kindling

• Magazines

• Medicines

• Newspapers

• Soft Drinks

• Stationery

• Toys

• Local butcher meat from John Brown Butchers

• Sausage Rolls, Scotch Pies & Bridies from the local butcher

• T&R Skinner famous Steak Pies

• Croissants, Donuts, Scones, Bread & Cakes delivered every 
Saturday morning

Gargunnock Village Store
Your Local Convenience Store and More .................

FREE TO USE
CASH MACHINE

www.GargunnockVillageStore.com   01786 860 703           Open 7 Days

• Biscuits, Cakes & Tiffin

• Bread & Rolls delivered daily

• Deli & Speciality food range

• Fresh Sandwiches made locally

• Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

• Frozen & Chilled Food

• Health & Beauty Products

• Ice Cream Lollies & Tubs

• Milk & Cream delivered daily

• Stamps & Postcards

• Pet Supplies

• Tobacco

CHRISTMAS
STUFF IN
STORE !!!

Visit our dedicated 
Wine & Beer area!

this shop operates a 
Challenge 25 policy

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
FRESH CUT & DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

PRICES 

4FT TREE £25

  5FT TREE £30

  6FT TREE £35

7FT TREE £40

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS

As you know, Stirling Council agreed to transfer the Community Centre at 
nil value to The Gargunnock Community Trust on 30th June this year. The 
actual transaction has still not taken place but there is some progress.  We 
now have agreed the boundary on the ground to be transferred.

This is a major step forward and we hope to complete the final transfer 
before the new year. 

In the meantime we have been working with the architect to prepare the 
final design and the detailed tender documents. It is our intention to start 
work on the extension within days of the Community Trust becoming 
owners of the building.

While we have raised a significant amount of money we are still applying 
for further grants and continuing with fund-raising. You can help by 
participating in our Buy a Brick campaign at

http://www.justgiving.com/gargunnock_bricks 

where you can donate to the building fund. Would it not be great if, in 
future years, people could see the names of all the families in the village 
on the bricks they had purchased.

The Bite & Blether is going from strength to strength, not only have the 
volunteers created an excellent lunch venue in the village, they have also 
raised a further £320 which will go towards the building fund, great work 
by all those involved. For more information go the Gargunnock Website at:

http://www.gargunnock.com/Community/C_Organisations/
Bite_Blether/bite_blether.html 

Further to our ad in the last Bugle we now have a new caretaker, Douglas 
Barr of Main Street. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
Douglas to his new role.

Douglas Johnston

 CONTACT 
 STEVIE BUCHANAN

 07825 768771

CAROLS IN THE KIRK

Gargunnock Kirk and the Gargunnock Songsters invite 
you to an evening of Carols in the Kirk on Sunday 16th 
December from 7.30pm to about 8.30/8.45pm. There’ll 
be candlelight, lovely old traditional Carols to singalong 
with, songs from the Songsters, Hamish Whiteford and 
The Gargoyles and verse from Fiona Campbell, all 
followed by a social with wine, soft drinks and 
shortbread to send you on your way to Christmas with a 
warm glow! Entry is by donation at the Kirk door and 
proceeds will go to Camphill Blair Drummond. Hope you 
can make it!

COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING
WEDNESDAY 19th DECEMBER 

If you'd like to join us, then be at the shop at around 
7.30 to 8pm. We'll be covering as much of the village as 
we can manage between 7.30 and 9.30pm, finishing 
with a few carols in the pub. We're singing in aid of 
Camphill Blair Drummond this year. So put on your 
warmest clothes, antlers, flashing earrings, bring a torch 
and come and have a really Christmassy evening! 
Accompanied children very welcome and as always it is 
weather permitting! See the notice board for more 
details nearer the time.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS AT MILLBRAE

The Sinclair family are displaying their Christmas Lights 
at 19 Millbrae again this year.  We hope to have them 
switched on at 4.30pm on 15th December and daily until 
the beginning of January.

A wishing well will be placed at the front of the 
garden,and if anyone would like to make a Christmas 
Wish,all coins collected will be donated to Gargunnock 
Playgroup and Mother & Toddler Group.

Hope all your Christmas wishes come true!!
Merry Christmas.

ALTERNATIVE VILLAGE CHRISTMAS CARD 
(now with online donation option!)

Many Gargunnock residents have chosen, for some years now, 
to donate collectively to a worthwhile cause rather than buy 
Christmas Cards for their fellow villagers. Since December 
2004 we've raised over £7000, with most of that going to 
CHAS. This year the money we raise will, for the second time, be donated 
to The Scottish Cot Death Trust. The Trust is based in Yorkhill Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children and sincerely appreciates every little bit of help it 
can get. Its main aims are:

• To fund research into the causes of cot death and sudden infant 
death syndrome

• To support bereaved families by providing such things as 
befriending and counselling services.

• To provide breathing monitors for babies born into a family which 
has suffered a cot death 

• To educate the public and health care professionals about cot 
death and SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syndrome).

If you’d like to know more, you’ll find further information on their website at 
www.scottishcotdeathtrust.org.  

This year, we're moving with the times and have set up a web page for online 
donations! To donate online, visit www.justgiving.com/
gargunnockchristmascard.  

Please be assured that the amount of money you donate will remain hidden 
and will not be displayed on the page. Please also be assured that The Scottish 
Cot Death Trust is likely to receive more money than is actually donated by the 
villagers thanks to Gift Aid. The small ‘Just Giving’ fee is paid through Gift Aid 
collection, with the remaining tax-man’s bonus going straight to the charity.

Having said that, PLEASE don’t be put off if you’d prefer to stick an envelope 
through my door! Everyone in the village is invited to join in with our 
‘Alternative Christmas Card’, be it online or not! Whichever way you choose to 
donate please make sure you leave a note of your family’s name - either on 
the web page or in the envelope - for inclusion in the traditional Village Card! 
This will be posted on the notice board on Christmas Eve and in the first 
edition of The Bugle in 2013.

If you’re not donating online, please put your cash - or cheques made out to 
‘The Scottish Cot Death Trust’ - along with a note of all your family members’ 
names in an envelope, and pop it through my letterbox at JUNIPER RIDGE, 
LECKIE ROAD (opposite the Community Centre garden/building site!) 

Thank you all for your continued support and I hope you all have a lovely 
festive season when it comes!

Best Wishes, Jane Milne

GIRLS NIGHT OUT
PREPARATION PARTIES

BY
THE STYLE ROOM, Doune

Get ready for your girls nights out in 
Style, whether it be a big event, a 

fundraiser or just a night to let your 
hair down.

THE STYLE ROOM 

can make it special
Please ask for more details or 

contact Stacey on 01786 842312

 “Service with a Style”

http://www.scottishcotdeathtrust.org
http://www.scottishcotdeathtrust.org
http://www.justgiving.com/gargunnockchristmascard
http://www.justgiving.com/gargunnockchristmascard
http://www.justgiving.com/gargunnockchristmascard
http://www.justgiving.com/gargunnockchristmascard
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E N E R G Y   I N   M O T I O N

GARGUNNOCK IS GOING GREEN

The movement towards the use of Renewable Energy within the village of Gargunnock is gathering pace.
Not being on the gas supply grid, properties in the village have to use solid fuel, oil, LPG or direct electrical 
systems to produce heating and domestic hot water.  All of these fuel sources have suffered major price 
increases over the last 2-3 years.
The focus of recent government funded schemes to help increase the levels of insulation in houses has had 
a beneficial effect, cavity wall insulation and increased loft insulation all make a noticeable contribution to 
reducing heat losses and lowering annual heating costs.  It is hoped that everybody has taken advantage of 
these schemes as they do make a difference.
Another way to reduce the costs of heating and producing hot water is to ensure that old and inefficient 
boilers are replaced with new versions which offer better efficiency which makes each unit of fuel go further, 
reducing annual costs.
In Gargunnock however there is a growing number of houses which have gone a step further and have 
really grasped the opportunities offered to utilise one or other of the Renewable Energy systems available 
to provide heating and hot water at very high levels of efficiency resulting in worthwhile running cost 
savings.
These systems include the replacement of conventional boilers with Heat Pumps and the introduction of 
Solar Thermal panel systems (producing hot water) and Solar PV systems (producing electrical energy).
Within the village you will have noticed the increasing number of houses with PV panel systems on the roof, 
these are very visible signs of the adoption of this type of Renewable Energy system.  Not so visible 
however is the increasing number of houses which have switched from expensive to run LPG or Oil boilers 
to a much more efficient Heat Pump unit.  Other examples include the removal of electric storage heaters 
and the installation of a high efficiency radiator system which is powered by a Heat Pump.
Most of these new systems have government grants to assist with installation costs and it is expected that 
they will enjoy an annual, tax free, index linked income from the government over the next 7-10 years 
based on the heat produced in this efficient manner.
Whilst there is normally an outlay involved in the switch to these more efficient systems, the government aid 
and the recently introduced “Green Scheme” can offer ways to proceed without requiring a large outlay at 
the start.
For further information on how to reduce your heating costs and how to take advantage of the various 
government schemes now available all it takes is a phone call.
Emotion Energy Ltd is a locally based company with full government accreditation and substantial 
experience in the design and installation of effective renewable energy systems.
We can show you working systems we have already installed in Gargunnock and carry out a free of charge 
survey of your property to check if your property is suitable.

call us free on
0800 032 5080

or on
01786 850395

making energy remarkable

web:!! ! www.emotionenergy.co.uk
email:!! info@emotionenergy.co.uk

EMOTION ENERGY Ltd
Unit 2a-2b, United Auction Mart,

Stirling FK9 4RN

http://www.emotionenergy.co.uk
http://www.emotionenergy.co.uk
mailto:info@emotionenergy.co.uk
mailto:info@emotionenergy.co.uk

