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Gargunnock Curling Club is back!
Four curling coaching sessions took place in May run by Olympian Michael Goodfellow at the National Curling Academy at the Peak. The sessions
were very well attended by villagers interested to give the sport a try and great fun was had by all those who came along. The lessons covered
basic delivery, sweeping technique and led on to some games and curling tactics.
When the club disbanded in 1960 the club’s representative listed by the Royal Caledonian Curling Club was Angus Caution. At one of our coaching
sessions we were joined by Angus’ daughter Mary Steadman who expressed her delight at the club reforming and shared memories of the great
and good of Gargunnock playing down at the Watson House pond when she was a child.
The club has been welcomed back into the Forth and Endrick Province and is now entered in various Province
competitions for the coming season playing against Kippen, Buchlyvie, Fintry, Drymen, Port of Menteith, Castle,
Buchaneers, Balfron, Loch Ard, West Stirlingshire Ladies, Trossachs and Strathendrick clubs. We have also
registered with the governing body Scottish Curling for the new season.
Further coaching sessions have been arranged starting 1730 on Sunday 23-Sept leading to the club running our
own ‘fun league’ through the winter on Sunday evenings.
Anyone wishing to join in can still do so by contacting:
Gavin Fleming; gavfleming@hotmail.com; 07803 856546; OR
Gordon Webber; gordonwebber@btinternet.com; 07917 336197
Graham Dingley; graham@dingleys.me.uk; 07710 757070
Good Curling!

News from the Farm
After the amazing spell of dry weather earlier in the year we are back to
eyeing up forecasts and dodging round rain showers. Along at Old Leckie
Farm we’ve been busy these last few weeks trying to make the last of our
silage to feed the cattle through the winter. If you are walking through the
farm you’ll notice the huge stack of silage bales in the yard ready for the
cows coming into the sheds in October.
Lambs born this Spring are now pretty fat and we’re making regular trips to
Stirling for lamb sales. We’re lucky to have a choice of two markets in
Stirling so we can sell on a Tuesday or Thursday – you’ll always see a large
number of livestock trailers out on the roads these mornings. Coming up in
September we’ve got a couple of big sales of our store cattle and will also
be speaning older calves from their mothers – expect to hear some
bellowing for a couple of days as they get used to their independence.
Livestock is continually being moved round the farm at the moment as we
try to eke out the last of the grass, and regular passers-by might notice the
Highland cows and woodland pigs reducing in number as we take orders for
our popular meat boxes. We are planning to retire some of our Leckie
Layers in November as we bring on some younger pullets so if anyone is
looking for some backyard hens please get in touch…
Alison Younger,
Old Leckie Farm,
www.oldleckie.co.uk

Helen’s Therapeutics
You only have
one body to
take you
through life’s
journey...
So
Why not book a treatment and let me help you
look after it?
Based in Gargunnock, Helen’s Therapeutics
provides a range of treatments, specialising in
Sports/Remedial and Myofascial Release
For more information or to book an appointment
please call Helen on either:
860533 or mobile 07729 490764
Gift vouchers available
www.facebook.com/Helenstherapeutics

Gargunnock Community Trust and Community Council Announcements
Gargunnock Paths Group
One of the main benefits of living in this community is our easy access to the
surrounding countryside. However, many of the paths in and around the village
need maintenance if they are to remain usable and safe.
Unfortunately, due to financial constraints, Stirling Council are unable to provide
much support for pathway maintenance, and so we will all need to get involved if
we want to see improvements in our path network.
To help promote and develop paths both within the village, and trails connecting
with the surrounding path network, the Gargunnock Community Trust has formed
a team - the Gargunnock Paths Group (GPG). Members of the team are:
Edmond Mansion, Geoff Peart, Jeremy Wilkinson, Peter Rowell, Gavin Fleming,
David King.
The GPG are currently investigating improvements to: Charlie’s Loan; The
Beeches; the path through the Glebe Land; the Under the Craigs Loop; and are
also promoting a multi-user path linking Gargunnock to Stirling.
This autumn, the GPG are planning to clear gorse blocking the Under The Craigs
path; and will be supporting improvement of the Glebe Land (see separate article
in this edition of the Bugle) by upgrading the existing informal path from Charles
Street to Ladies Walk (assuming funding is available). In addition, it does appear
that the Council may provide materials and supervision for repairs to Charlie’s
Loan!
Consequently, the GPG are looking for Volunteers to help provide labour for
these projects. If you are interested, please contact one of the following and we
will send you details of our planned work parties:
Jeremy Wilkinson (07887-649666 or jeremywilkinson@live.com), or
Gavin Fleming (07803 856546 or gavfleming@hotmail.com).
If you have skills that could help us improve or promote our paths, suggestions or
ideas for pathways that need our attention, or just want to let us know your views
on pathways, then please contact any of the GPG members.
Jeremy Wilkinson

WANTED - Community Councillors
The Community Council is a voluntary body set up by statute by the Local
Authority to act on behalf of the village. It is a vital link between the village and
Stirling Council, which MUST consult the Community Council on various
important issues which have a direct effect on the village. Without this link, the
village loses this contact and would cease to have any knowledge of, or say, in
anything Stirling Council may be planning.
A few of the current Community Councillors have served for a number of years
and have indicated their desire to retire from service. So……………NEW
MEMBERS are needed.
Without them the Community Council WILL fold and this would prove disastrous.
Stirling Council has advised that Community Council elections will be held in
October. Forms and info, which will be advertised on the notice board etc, will
be available soon. Meantime please give consideration to becoming a
Community Councillor, and if you wish any further info at this stage, please
contact Maitland (Chair) or any other Councillor.

Upcoming Events at the Community Centre
Diary of events and how to book the Community Centre can
be found at www.gargunnock.org

Wind Farm Funding

Applications must be submitted by Friday 21st September.
Full details at www.gargunnock.org

Gargunnock Footbridge
How many times have you walked over the footbridge across
the Gargunnock burn near the shop?
Can you guess how old it is? Go and have a look at it,
especially if you have never walked over it, and marvel at the
over engineering for this location. It could last for ever and you
can’t say that about many things!
According to R Paxton and J Shipway from 'Civil Engineering
Scotland - Lowlands and Borders', 2007
This bridge is a blend of ancient and modern, some parts having
had an earlier existence in an iron bridge with timber deck over
the Kelty Water at Drymen (NS 5350 9630). Central Regional
Council Roads Dept. recognized the uniqueness of the cast-iron
trusses, which were to be scrapped, and salvaged them for reuse at the present site. A feature of particular interest is that
both the top and bottom chord members of the trusses are of
hollow circular cross-section, the only known instance of this
practice in a Scottish bridge. The castings, which are of
uncertain date, possibly mid-19th century, are a tribute both to
the pattern-makers’ art and to the workmanship of the foundrymen. The original Kelty Water bridge may have been built in
1826 by James Shanks.
The present bridge, re-erected over Gargunnock Burn in 1975,
has a clear span of 28 ft 9 in. and carries a footway 4 ft wide.
The deck is now of concrete. Each truss comprises eight
panels, six of which are 5 ft long by 4 ft 1 in. deep, the end
panels being rather shorter. They all have diagonal bracing of
cruciform cross-section.
So the bridge could be approaching its bicentenary in the near
future. It’s time to give it a lick of paint and tidy up the approach
masonry.
Structures like this were not always painted black. Have a look
at the fountain on the roundabout in Fountain Road, Bridge of
Allan, also the lamp standards outside The Smith Art Gallery in
Stirling. Prior to Queen Victoria’s period of mourning, these
structures were painted in brighter colours.
So this spurred me on to apply to the Gargunnock Community
Trust, Community Windfarm Fund and lo and behold they
approved my application for a grant to carry out this painting
project.
By the time you read this article, if the weather has been kind to
us, and willing volunteers have come forward the bridge will
have been painted.
Stirling Council have approved the project and the painting
regime has now been agreed. Four coats, two of which are
expensive foundation layers of paint, then two coats of black
paint, based on the experience gained on the Black Boy
Fountain restoration works in Stirling. As we prepare the bridge
for painting it will be interesting to see what previous layers of
paint we find, indicating its previous life. Maybe a footnote in the
next Bugle on what we find is in order.
Peter Rowell, Leckie Rd.

Gargunnock Community Trust and Community Council Announcements
Glebe Land
The Glebe Land is owned by the Gargunnock Community Trust (GCT) on behalf of the village residents, and is shown on the following aerial view
of the village.
An article in the last issue of The Bugle presented results of the Technical Report on the land conditions, concluding that the site is considered a
low risk for development, but would require ground improvement to support foundation work for any buildings on the site. The article also
reviewed the outcome of the 2017 resident’s survey on suggested uses for the site.
The GCT has now approved a plan that develops the land into a Park with recreational areas, tree plantings, and improved footpaths. Disturbance
to the environment will be minimized, and consequently this wildlife haven will be supported and improved for the long-term benefit of the village.
This plan for improvement of the Glebe Land satisfies the majority of the suggestions from the recent residents' survey, however the work also
does not preclude major redevelopment of the site if a suitable project is proposed in the future.
A sketch of the planned work is shown on this page and more details of the work are outlined below:
Path Upgrade - A 1.5m wide crushed stone and whin dust path following the line of the existing informal track from Charles Street to The Ladies
Walk will be created. The path construction will be based on a design provided by “Paths for All” (a Scottish charity promoting “walking for
everyone, everyday and everywhere”), with modifications suggested by The Doune Community Woodlands Group who have developed the path
network at Doune Ponds. As some of the ground is muddy in winter, the path will be slightly elevated above the surrounding ground level, and with
a camber to help drainage.
Woodland Planting - All existing trees will be retained, and an additional 400 saplings (provided free-of-charge by the Woodland Trust) will be
planted. The Woodland Trust have agreed to provide these saplings in November this year, and have provided a planting design using tree
species suitable for this land/environment (hazel, crab apple, downy birch, hawthorn, holly and goat willow). Most of the saplings would be planted
in the southern section of the land, thus leaving relatively open views from the path across the Carse to the North. An additional informal natural
path will be created through the plantings, so that a circular walk will be possible. Although the saplings are free, and planting will be done by
village volunteers, we will also need to provide stakes and tree protection tubes to minimise wildlife damage, and will install weed mats to minimise
future maintenance. A small area to the North of the path will be planted with orchard trees.
Wildflower Area - An area of the land will be offered to the school for the planting of wildflowers. The school may be able to work with a local
Stirling-based charity that offers support for the planting of native wildflowers in our area.
Furniture and Signage - A picnic table and two park benches will be provided for walkers to take a rest, or for residents to enjoy a picnic. The
picnic table and benches would be constructed from maintenance-free 100% recycled plastic (saving the equivalent of 6,200 2-pint milk containers
from going to landfill!). It is hoped that the school could run a competition to propose a name for this new park (with final decision by GCT), and
the Trust would then install a sign with both the park name and a note recognising the efforts of the community in creating the park.
Village volunteers will provide labour for the implementation of this project, and a funding request for the material costs will be submitted to the
Gargunnock Windfarm Panel.
If funding is approved, it is hoped that work could start in October. Consequently,
the GCT is looking for Volunteers to support the path construction and tree planting.
If you have relevant skills, could provide a mini-excavator or brush mower, or just
want to help, please contact one of the following and we will supply you with details
of our planned work parties:
Jeremy Wilkinson (07887-649666 or jeremywilkinson@live.com), or
Peter Rowell (07799-718325 or p.c.rowell@btinternet.com).

Balfron Buses
Stirling Council produced a very good proposal in July to address complaints about the Cambusbarron
detour on the C11/C12 bus services. This proposal returned both C11/C12 buses to their original routes
and provided links to Stirling Community Hospital. Cambusbarron retained 8 daily services.The
proposal was overwhelmingly accepted by the Aberfoyle Communities who endure an arduous daytime
journey. Cambusbarron rejected the proposal and as a result it was deferred.
As this diversion was added to both routes with no prior consultation we found it incredulous that this
one village so near to Stirling could override the views of the majority. Buchlyvie Community Council
wrote a letter supported by 5 other Community Councils, across both wards, asking for the immediate
implementation of the new proposal to relieve pressure off our dwindling C11/C12 routes. Local
Councillors, also from both wards pledged their support. A complaint was lodged with Stirling Council
into why this proposal was halted when the majority voted to accept it. Officers have now decided it is
best to separate the two communities and are proposing to restore the C11 to its original route. This will
require extra funding to serve Cambusbarron. No decision has been made for our C12 route, although
we continue to insist this should be addressed simultaneously. This is the situation on going to print.
The Cambusbarron situation has meant the campaign for Sunday Transport has been somewhat
neglected. However, all local Councillors have been asked to continue to pursue this. Below are some
of the issues that people without transport struggle with on a Sunday.
Connecting to and from trains/buses in Stirling and Glasgow; Hospital appointments or visiting;
Accessing other villages on this route; Visiting relatives in Care Homes; Attending different
Churches/Church events
Young people cannot stay overnight on a Saturday with friends unless parents ferry to and fro. They
also cannot access Stirling independently to shop or socialise.
Villagers cannot go to pubs or attend events like beer festivals in different villages without having to
drive.
No access to Christmas Lights celebrations in Stirling always held on a Sunday.
It is hoped that Stirling Council will start to see the benefit of public transport to both the city and rural
commuters and make Sunday transport for the western villages a priority.
With regard to the upgrade of the 8 Balfron Buses highlighted by Bruce Crawford, it appears only one
has reached Balfron to date. The seats have been reupholstered with new fabric. However, like the
Butchers Boy in the Stirling Observer, you have to look out for it. We look forward to the remaining 7
arriving at Balfron in the near future ...preferably water-tight and with a fully working heating system
going into the winter months.
Valerie Brand

DRT
Rural Public Transport Service
Did you know that if you wish to
journey in rural Stirlingshire, you can
make use of the public rural taxi
service Demand Responsive Transport
(DRT), which links rural areas where
there are few or no conventional bus
services, for the cost of a bus fare
rather than a taxi fare?
Anyone can use this service, you do
not have to be a resident.
DRT operates in the following areas:
- Auchengillan, Blanefield & Carbeth
- Balquhidder
- Carron Valley
- Croftamie & Drymen
- Fintry
- Killin & Strathfillan
- Strathard & Trossachs
- Thornhill & Doune
Full information available at:
www.stirling.gov.uk/drt

Where are the trains?
Is our one on time?
Corrour Station

Congratulations Lorna!
Congratulations to Lorna Farquhar who this summer was selected to play for Scotland Women’s U18 Rugby Sevens team.
Lorna’s first appearance was in an international tournament in Birmingham also involving England, Ireland and Wales. Lorna
scored her first international try against Wales.
Lorna has now been selected for the full 15-a-side Scotland U18 squad which began training in September. She has had
wonderful support and encouragement from Balfron High School, Stirling County RFC and from all her friends and neighbours in
the village, for which she is really grateful. Thank you everyone. David Farqhuar

Start Up Stirling
CAN Stirling break a record?
Nowadays, there is a world record for most things. World’s heaviest
onion? 17lbs. World’s tallest mohawk? 3ft 8.6 inches. At Start Up
Stirling we are aiming to break a better record...the world’s longest
line of donated food cans!
The current record stands at 44,966 cans...that’s a lot of cans! We are
aiming to collect 45,000 cans so we are above and beyond the
original world record!!
Young People CAN will be attempted in October, during the Scottish
Government's “Year of the Young People”. We aim to highlight the
generosity and compassion of young people across Stirlingshire while
providing an opportunity for local young people (and old) to participate
in a local, fun event whilst breaking a Guinness World Record.
We do however need a lot of support to do this. We really need local
people to donate canned food and their time so that we can break this
record and put Stirling on the map.
“Young People CAN” will take place at Forth Valley College, Raploch
from Friday the 19th of October until Sunday the 21st of October,
9am-9pm. This will ensure that we have enough time to create the
line, officially measure it and clear it away again.
How can you get involved?
This is our biggest event to date, therefore we need a lot of volunteers
and help!! There are a variety of ways in which you can help:
Primarily, and most obviously, we need cans of food! Why not have a
donation station or collection point in your office, school, church or
community hall? Ask your friends and family to bring in as many cans
as they can!
We are looking for local businesses and organisations to have a
public collection point, or a staff collection point, so that the
community, or your staff, can drop off cans in a number of central
places. We already have 9 public collection points accross Stirling but
we need much more! Our staff / volunteers will come and collect from
these stations the week leading up to the event.
We also need people to help out on the day as a steward, showing
children and adults alike where to go and making sure we follow the
strict protocol set by Guinness World Records. Or after the event is
done, you can be a volunteer driver to take the cans to our unit and
storage areas.
Finally, why not get your company to sponsor the event. In exchange
for advertising at the event and credit in our PR pieces, we would ask
for partial or full funding of the event costs. We are trying to keep our
costs at a minimum but we will incur costs to run the event and for
some of the logistics. We would love local organisations to back us
not only in can donations, but in financial donations as well.
If your group, sports team, office or family are interested in lending a
hand with donating your time, cans or vehicle, please contact
Start Up Stirling directly on 01786 561027 or email:
intern@startupstirling.org.uk to receive our information pack with
further details of the event.

Gargunnock Gala AGM
The Gargunnock Gala is a long standing annual village event where
everyone can come along for a fun day out. The Committee needs
new members to keep this wonderful tradition going and will hold an
AGM on Thursday 27th September at 8pm in the village Drop In
Centre to elect key roles and ordinary members to the committee.
Whether you have some amazing ideas, specific skills or just want to
get involved with helping out, please come along to the meeting,
everyone is welcome. The more help we have the easier for
everyone so don't think it's too much effort or not worth it, every little
helps to make a great day happen.

Could you spare a couple of hours a week as a volunteer befriender?
We are looking for volunteer befrienders to build relationships with people
living with the early stages of dementia in the Stirlingshire area. We match
befrienders with people who have similar interests so they can be
encouraged to pursue loved hobbies or supported so they can build the
confidence they need to take up new hobbies. This might be visiting a
garden centre, having a walk or even just having a coffee and chat in the
person’s home for two hours per week (full training, ongoing support and
expenses paid).
If you are interested, please contact
Gisele at Town Break
on (01786) 476797
or by email:gisele@townbreakstirling.org.

OLIVIA WHITE

Gargunnock Resident
S4 Pupil, Sensible and Trustworthy
Available for

BABYSITTING SERVICES
Local only
Availability
Wednesdays 4pm – 8pm
Fridays and Saturdays
Start TBC – Till 11pm
£6.00 per hour
Contact :- 07534 423176

Flu Jabs - Kippen Surgery Update
Flu jabs will be available from Mon 24/9/18.
Please phone for an appointment on 01786 870369

Flower Show
After a beautiful summer, the village awoke on show morning to heavy
rain which was forecast for the full day. Did this deter the number of
entries into the show - thankfully not? The display of dahlias,
herbaceous flowers, not to mention the vegetables were well worthy of
their many prizes. A great show of apples both eating and dessert,
along with tomatoes entries gave the judge a tough challenge.
We are grateful for the village school's participation in the show and
there were a great number of entries for parents and visitors to admire.
The year saw a great increase in the number of entries in the baking
section. A challenge was set with several first time clootie dumplings
bakers entering, however stalwart Grace Smillie lifted the trophy, but
watch this space for next year.
President Maitland Clark opened the show at 2pm, where visitors and
exhibitors were presented with a great show of which to be proud. He
thanked everyone who had exhibited, everyone who works in the
background, and the committee for all their hard work. The tea room
was very busy and thank you to everyone who donated baking, and
raffles prizes.
Results:
Youth Club Cup: Beth Jackson, Rev. Catherine Hepburn
Cup: Alexander Hay, Nicol Cup: Beth Jackson,
Mitchell Cup: Anne Muirhead, Lawrence Cup: Anne Muirhead, Strang
Trophy: Grace Smillie, Gargunnock Estate Cup: Janet Iffla, Garden
Trophy: Janet Iffla, McArthur Trophy: Eilidh Graham, Erskine
Trophy: Anne Christie, Gary Grey Trophy: Bill Nicol, Bobby Simpson
Trophy: Liz Wilkinson, Touch Rose Bowl shared between Walter
McAllister and Bill Nicol, May McPhate Rose Bowl: Ronnie Carson,
Gleddon Trophy: Anne Christie, Gargunnock House Cup: Anne
Christie, Bob McIntyre Trophy: Audrey Birrell, Davidson Florist Cup:
Walter McAllister, Milton Quaich: Helen Scott, Carson Cup: Bill Nicol,
D & J Imrie Trophy: Ronnie Carson, John Buchanan Trophy: Bill
Nicol, Janet & John Muirhead Quaich: Ronnie Carson.

Funding Fair
Are you looking for funding? – then SAVE THE DATE – TUESDAY 2
OCTOBER 2018
Stirling Council and Stirlingshire Voluntary Enterprise (SVE) will be holding a
funding fair in Bridge of Allan Parish Church Halls on Tuesday 2 October.
You can drop in and meet a variety of funders between 3 pm and 6.30 pm.
Funders include the Big Lottery, Foundation Scotland, Robertson Trust,
Corra Foundation, Climate Challenge Fund and many more.
If you work with a community or voluntary organisation, social enterprise or
charity and you are looking for funding to deliver projects within your
community here is your chance to meet potential funders face to face to
discuss your project and what sort of funding might be available.
Appointments are not necessary, just come along when it suits you between
3 and 6.30 pm.
In addition a Gift Aid workshop will be taking place to answer all your
questions about Gift Aid and its relevance to your organisation. This
workshop will have limited places and must be booked in advance.
Further details will be available closer to the time from Jean Cowie at
Stirling Council cowiej@stirling.gov.uk and from Lee Stevenson and
Rachel Johnston at SVE leestevenson@sventerprise.org.uk
racheljohnston@sventerprise.org.uk

Thank You from Anne Christie

GARGUNNOCK SCOTTISH WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
We are fondly known as " The Rural" but along with a new
modern logo it is now the SWI.
Are you interested in craft work or learning new crafts or even
just making new friends and admiring their skills?
Gargunnock Scottish Women's Institute, (SWI) is open to all
ladies age 16 and over and meets on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month from September to May at 7.30pm at the
Community Centre. Annual membership is £30 for 9 meetings,
which includes entertainment and tea/ coffee and home
baking,lots of home baking!!!!!
We have a wide variety of speakers and demonstrators each
month and our members can participate in monthly
competitions relevant to the speaker or demonstrator or just
the time of the year!!!! This year, along with guest speakers
,we are going to try some new crafts, pairs competitions,
Treasure Hunt and a trip to New Lanark Heritage Centre in
May 2019.
If anyone would like any further information on Gargunnock
SWI. Please contact Kathleen Sinclair, President. Tel:
01786 860495

The Gargunnock Walking Group

Anne Christie would like to thank all her friends/relatives/colleagues who
helped make her ??th birthday a great success. She was overcome and
humbled by everyone's generousity. The party night was fantastic, in spite of
the horrendous weather. The destruction of the marquees in the afternoon
storm resulted in the introduction of plan B but this did not spoil an evening of
hospitality, dancing and general merriment. Anne also thanks all those who
assisted in any way (you know who you are!!) to make it such a memorable
occasion.

Broken Glass / Provost Park / Pavilion
Village Residents Beware.
There appears to be an increase in broken glass in the park along with empty
beer cans and juice bottles etc. especially around the pavilion and in particular
broken glass behind the pavilion.
Whoever is responsible doesn't care for the upkeep of the park and its
surroundings, and more importantly for the safety of park users particularly
young children and dogs that wander behind the pavilion.
No sooner has the glass from the pavilion area been removed, and not by the
council, then it's back!
This week I witnessed an individual break a bottle and put it in the downpipe
drain behind the pavilion in full view of his mates lying in the shade of the
adjacent tree! He'll know who he is if he reads this and so will his friends. Too
lazy to take it to the nearest waste bin at the sandpit or mindless disrespectful
vandalism?
Perhaps parents/guardians could ensure their children and teenagers who use
the park regularly are aware of this issue and its safety implications.
Given the disrepair and state of the pavilion through footballs continually being
pounded against it, it might just look like an invitation to be used as a dumping
ground to those guilty parties!
Name and address supplied

The Gargunnock Walking Group continues with its programme
of interesting and varied walks around the local area as well as
further afield. Walks are usually accompanied by a refreshment
taken in a local eating place.
Our most ambitious walk to date at the end of June was to walk
through the Lairig Ghru. This is the mountain pass through the
Cairgorms between Deeside at Linn of Dee and Speyside at
Glenmore. At a distance of nineteen miles and an ascent to
over two thousand five hundred feet this is a major excursion.
Six walkers set out but in the considerable heat one member of
the party decided he may be endangering the party if he carried
on. Four carried on and the two returned to the start point. The
four stalwarts carried on and in due time much to everyone’s
relief they safely arrived at the appointed destination on the
Cairngorm Ski Road. Given the high temperatures, the walk
was still enjoyable, but there was certainly a great sense of
achievement!
Other more modest walks have been in such areas as Loch Ard
forest and Loch Drunkie.
Further walks have been planned for the following dates:
11th October: Mugdock Country Park. Easy Terrain. Leader
Douglas Barr
25th October: Glen Artney to hear Stags roaring. Easy path,
as far as you want to go, some slight undulation. Leader TBA
8th November: Dunkeld and Loch of Lowes. 5 Miles and 250 ft
climb on good paths. Leader Dave King
22nd November: Tullibardine Chapel. Five Miles undulating on
variable paths. Leader Geoff Peart
6th December: Boness and Kineill House. Details to be
advised. Peter and Helen Rowell.
22nd December: Local walk to be decided.
As usual these are subject to the weather, but we have not had
many problems so far! Walks will always start in the
Gargunnock Inn Car Park at 9:30 a.m.
If you are interested in participating in the walks, call me on
01786 860608 or drop me an email to
edmond.mansion@btinternet.com and I will put you on the
circulation list for meets and send a copy of the Guidance
Notes.
Edmond Mansion

Presenting the Gargunnock Primary School Junior Journalists!
Gargunnock's New Head Teacher
On the first day back to school, Gargunnock Primary met
their new head teacher. Mrs Rushton rose up to the
challenge of becoming Gargunnock Primary’s new head
teacher when their old head teacher retired. Some of the
school students said “She is a happy person with an
encouraging attitude and she fits in well with the school”.
By Niamh Brodie
Junior Journalists
Gargunnock Primary has appointed six Junior
Journalists. Anyone in primary five to seven
could apply by filling out an application form. It
had two simple questions to answer one was
why you want to be chosen and the other one
was why you should be chosen. Fourteen
pupils applied and six were chosen. Lesley
Wilkinson, a local news writer, came to share
tips on how to write for the Bugle such as the
three c’s (concise, clear, correct) and the five
w’s (who, what, where, when, why).
By Louise Crawford

Motto
Gargunnock Primary is updating its school motto! All the pupils
were given a ‘talking homework’ to discuss with their family. Then
the mottos were discussed in class. At assembly each class did a
presentation of the mottos they liked the most and there is now a
shortlist of five. We will reveal our new motto to you in the next
edition!
By Kyle Heron
Swimming!
Rookie Rockstars!
This term P4/5 have been going to the Peak
At the beginning of September ‘Rookie
for swimming lessons. They go on Tuesday
Rockstars’ came to the school to teach
afternoons for 10 weeks. Everyone is
the children songs about self-esteem
getting better at swimming. Isn’t that great?
and how to treat others. They came to
By Eilidh Sellar.
promote good messages and to have
Outdoor Learning Zone Update
fun! They made a C.D. and put on a
A big thank you for supporting our
fantastic, show-stopping performance for
Outdoor Learning Zone by putting your
their families. “I thought they were fun
tokens in our token slot in Tesco’s. We
and they had good actions” (Charlie
raised a whopping £1000!
Conroy P4).
The new Outdoor Learning Zone will be
CD cover designs
put up in the October holidays. At the
By Ruby Conroy
end of September some of the children
will be visiting the factory where it is
being built. Watch out for details of the
official opening later in the autumn.
By Sophie Kane

William Dorward Walker 1932 – 2018
Not a name that you might immediately recognise as local but one that
did appear in the pages of this magazine a couple of issues back when
I related his story of being a wartime evacuee here.
You may recall that the fact that Billy and his wee sister Nancy spent
several years here during the second world war living with my Uncle
Archie & Aunt Cathie in their bungalow opposite Ian McLeish’ Old
Smithy and former petrol station down on the Main Rd and how
incredibly that fact had remained unknown to Johan and I until Billy’s
brother in Australia contacted me last year.
Well, sadly, as you may have guessed by the title of this article, Billy is
no longer with us. He passed away peacefully in his retirement home
in Possilpark, Glasgow, during the summer shortly after returning from
a stay in hospital. Helen and I attended his cremation at Blantyre on
the 13th not just for the obvious reason but for another reason I’ll come
to later.
Billy spent all his working life in the entertainment industry, latterly as
manager of the Salon Cinema in Glasgow’s West End, not far from the
BBC TV and Radio studios, then in Byres Road. He became well
known as “Mr Glasgow” with so many friends and contacts throughout
the city, especially in theatrical circles and seemed never to miss a trick
in attracting patrons to his cinema. A character who nowadays would
be praised for the ease with which he could "think out of the box". A
wee bit cheeky perhaps, but most definitely clever. Just the way
Glasgow folk like it. For instance he claimed to have the real “Herbie”
VW Beetle on display outside his cinema (borrowed from Arnold Clark)
and on another occasion Rocky’s genuine boxing gloves on display
(borrowed from a local gym) then when he spotted a Barbara Streisand
lookalike in the queue one night….. (well, fill in the blanks for yourself)
He wasn’t a religious man so the service was a humanist one.
Sometimes such services can be a bit bland. This one was anything
but that. We entered to Amazing Grace; half way through a short
period of reflection was accompanied by As Time Goes By from his
favorite film Casablanca; and at the end we left to the sound of Dance
of the Cuckoos by Laurel and Hardy with whom he had once
exchanged letters. If that last one sounds a bit flippant I can tell you
that there was a smile on the face of everyone who left the
crematorium that day.
So now he has gone, a man I hadn’t met 10 months ago, whose
existence I was unaware of 18 months ago but who, as it turns out
might have been part of my family and had an influence on
Gargunnock village. How? Well towards the end of our last contact
with him, as we were preparing to leave, he casually dropped into the
conversation the comment, “They wanted to adopt me, you know. Yes,
they wanted to adopt us but Mum and Dad said no.”
On the way home in the car I thought through the implications of that
one. Uncle Archie and Aunt Cathie remained childless and he died
early in 1958 when I was 14 years old. Had Billy actually been adopted
he would by then have been a 26 years old cousin to Johan and I and
perhaps capable of taking over the sawmill business. At the time it
employed mainly men from the village, something which would no
doubt have continued as compared to what happened after it was sold
shortly afterwards. Interesting thought.
So that’s the other reason I attended the funeral, to represent a family
who at one time had bonded with a wee boy from Glasgow and his
sister sufficiently to want to take them permanently under their care.
A few weeks after his passing the family decided that it would be
appropriate to scatter some of his ashes here in the place he often
spoke of with pleasure throughout his life. This was done and so, in a
sense, he has returned.
Rest in Peace William Dorward Walker.
John McLaren

ThankYou
Sandra, Brian and I would like to thank all friends who have by deed and
action supported us over recent months.
Your kindness will never be forgotten. Janette Wilson

Gargunnock Parish Church
Our Interim Moderator is Val Rose and she is in
charge of the Administration of the Charge which
including arranging of Pulpit Supply so that a
Service can take place every Sunday in our
Church. She also gives guidance on the steps that have to be followed
as we go through the various stages of the vacancy.
Rev. Lynne Mack our Ordained Local Minister (OLM), who has been
with us for four years, is being allowed to continue in office. Rev. Lynne
will lead worship every fortnight in Gargunnock Church and is
addressing all Pastoral matters. Her contact details are on the Church
Website www.blairdrummondchurches.org.uk or contact Audrey Birrell
on 01786 860321.
Therefore with the help of the two ladies and various guest preachers
the Church is OPEN for Worship on a Sunday morning; also monthly
meetings; and to give pastoral care to all within the parish, when they
need it.
ALL WELCOME at Sunday Morning Worship at 10.30am
Audrey Birrell, Session Clerk
The 3F is a friendly informal group for women living in the
Carse Area. Our 3Fs are Friends, Faith and Fun, and we
manage a good balance of all three. This Autumn will
see Season 5 of the group and we hope to welcome more
ladies from Gargunnock, Blairdrummond and Doune.
The Group meets on the last TUESDAY of the month from September to
May (NO meeting in December ) at the comfortable church at 43
Balkerach Street – the main street through Doune.
Each month there is a speaker or activity, followed by time to chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.
ALL WELCOME
If you have any questions, please contact Jessie Wyllie, Tel. 01786
860550
Here is the Autumn 2018 Programme:
Tues 25 Sept: Elaine Whiteford will give an illustrated talk on Underwater
Photography.
Elaine lives in Gargunnock.
Tues 30 Oct: Christine Taylor – Griddle Baking Demonstration.
Tues 27 Nov: Advent Pot Luck Supper & Carol Singing.
Please sign up at the October meeting.
NO MEETING IN DECEMBER
All meetings £3

Pilot Planned for the
return of ‘Bite and Blether’
The 3rd of October will see the welcome return of the hugely popular ‘Bite
and Blether’. Bite and Blether is just what it says on the tin; it gives
villagers an opportunity to meet and catch up over a tea or coffee and
enjoy delicious home baking and tasty home-made soup.
Bite and Blether was a highly successful fundraiser for the Community
Trust which used the funds raised to help support the running costs of the
Community Centre. Whilst it proved hugely popular, Bite and Blether
ended in 2017 as Jane Bain and Elizabeth Mansion, who had originally
set it up, were no longer able to continue. The Trust wishes to express
their sincere thanks to Jane and Elizabeth for setting up and running Bite
and Blether, and for the much appreciated funds they raised as a result.
Jill Patrick and Barbara Linklater, who joined the Community Trust earlier
this year, have offered to take the venture forward with volunteers from
the village helping out on a rota basis. It previously ran on the first and
third Wednesday of the month and it’s hoped that, subject to a successful
pilot in October, Bite and Blether will be back to stay.
Everyone is very welcome to come along, so why not drop into the
Community Centre on the 3rd of October between 11am and 2pm for a
‘Bite and Blether’, it would be great to see this village favourite return.
All being well, Jill and Barbara will confirm the permanent return of Bite
and Blether on the village notice board and Facebook page.

